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RAC RACING AHEAD IN RECRUITMENT DRIVE TO FIND 80 WORKERS 



Part of the iconic RAC building by the M6 


THE RAC is holding a major recruitment 
day at its Walsall HQ on Sunday. 

The roadside repair firm is opening the 
doors to its technical centre and HQ in Bes- 
cot from 9.30am until 3.30pm. 

The company is looking to recruit vehicle 
mechanics and technicians. 

Across the country the RAC, now in its 
120th year, is recruiting 80 patrol person¬ 
nel to boost its 1,500-strong roadside force 
to help meet the growing needs of its eight 
million members. 

Attendees at the recruitment day will 
have the opportunity to get inside and ex¬ 
perience the RAC’s operational and innova¬ 
tion centre. This will include a tour and a 
demonstration. 


The iconic centre, based off the M6 near 
to junction 9, Wednesbury, is one of the 
region’s biggest employers with more than 
900 call centre support and technical col¬ 
leagues employed. 

The event is open to candidates with a 
minimum level two light vehicle mainte¬ 
nance qualification from IMI, NVQ or City 
& Guilds qualifications. To register candi¬ 
dates should email their name and contact 
number to recruit@rac.co.uk giving a time 
preference 9.30am/11.00am/12.30pm or 
2pm, or call 0333 202 2991. 

RAC operations director Phil Ryan said: 
“At the RAC we pride ourselves on being 
the motorist’s champion. Our business is 
built on the quality, technical experience 


and customer service focus of our patrols 
and breakdown call centre team. The cali¬ 
bre of our technical staff is second to none 
and this is the prime reason our members 
are so satisfied with the service they receive. 

“Today’s patrols have excellent diagnos¬ 
tics experience and are highly-skilled in 
using the latest technology to quickly repair 
our members’ vehicles at the roadside. This 
ensures the RAC maintains its excellent 
four out of five fix rate while at the same 
time helping members avoid high garage 
repair costs. 

“The RAC has a long heritage of being 
there for its members and providing excel¬ 
lent customer service and we continue to be 
leaders in innovation.” 


Talks underway over possible partnership move 


UNI MAY STEP IN 
TO SAVE GALLERY 


WOLVERHAMPTON University could step in to save Wal¬ 
sall’s under-threat New Art Gallery, it has been revealed. 

The University, which has a campus in Walsall at Gorway Road, has 
confirmed that early talks are under way about some form of partner¬ 
ship arrangement stating there is an ‘obvious’ case for collaboration 
with the venue, which campaigners have claimed could close due to cuts 
in council funding. 

A university spokesman said: “The University of Wolverhampton has been in Walsall 
for more than 50 years and we are very keen to further develop our presence and relation¬ 
ships in the town. 


“As part of that we are currently in¬ 
volved in discussions with a number of 
organisations, including Walsall Coun¬ 
cil, about possible areas of collaboration 
around education, business and enterprise. 

“We’d like to enhance what we offer in 
Walsall, both at our campus and within the 
community and are keen to identify any op¬ 
portunities that may help us achieve that. 

“The New Art Gallery is a tremendous 
asset and as a university we offer a broad 
range of arts education and courses so 
there is a synergy there and an obvious 
area where collaboration could take place.” 

Funding 

Walsall Councillor Doug James who 
revealed the university’s involvement, 
also claimed a ‘major’ local company was 
looking to sponsor the gallery while bosses 
were also preparing to apply for national 
funding. 

He said: “Currently discussions have 
been progressed with Wolverhampton Uni¬ 
versity to explore partnership support. 

“A sponsorship package is also being 
considered with a major local company, 
which would be a unique financial boost 
for the future of the New Art Gallery and 
art and culture in Walsall.” 


By Carl Jackson 


Walsall Council leader Sean Coughlan 
welcomed the latest developments and 
once again defended the authority’s poten¬ 
tial move to reduce funding for the gallery, 
which opened in 2000. 

He said: “We are working and talking 
with as many people as possible to ensure 
the art gallery has a long-term future. 

“Again we have never had any intention 
to close the gallery, we just need to rebal¬ 
ance what public money is spent on. 

“I welcome the university’s interest, I am 
pleased they want to get involved. 

“They are not the only ones and we are in 
the latter stages of another partner coming 
in, which is very positive. 

“It has never been about closing the gal¬ 
lery but about ensuring money comes in 
from elsewhere. 

“Whether people like it or not the Gov¬ 
ernment has put real pressure on councils 
up and down the country to make choices 
between arts and services which keep people 
alive.” 

More than 6,500 people have signed a pe¬ 
tition to save the gallery. 


Clean bill of health for Josie’s work 



Josie Adams has worked at the hospital for 25 years without a day off sick, seen with matron Denise Fraser 


SHE has spent more than two decades around 
poorly people working as a hospital housekeep¬ 
er for 25 years - but Josie Adams has never once 
called in sick herself. 

The 60-year-old, from Willenhall, started work at 
Walsall Manor Hospital in July 1991 having seen a 
job advert in the Express & Star and has worked in 
the emergency department ever since. 

Josie, who had previously worked at Yansport 
in Netherton Street and Asda before that, said: “It 
just sort of happened. I left the factory and I was 


just looking for a job when I saw the advert in the 
Express & Star. I had an interview and here I am 
25 years later. It has gotten a lot busier over the 
years. It has always had people coming in but there 
is a lot more now.” 

Staff have hailed her commitment over the years 
for never missing a shift. She said: “I have never 
phoned in sick, even if I felt ill I have still tried to 
pull myself together because if I was ill I know how 
well they would look after me. I’d be in the right 
place.” 


NHS 

Health and wellbeing 
sessions at libraries 

HEALTH and wellbeing drop-in sessions 
are being held at libraries by Dudley and 
Walsall Mental Health Partnership NHS 
Trust. Staff will be on hand to offer advice in 
a friendly setting at Stourbridge Library on 
February 15 from 1pm until 2.30pm. They 
will also be at Halesowen Library on March 
2 from 10am until 12pm and at Brierley Hill 
Library on March 30 from 10am until 12pm. 

Dudley and Walsall Mental Health Part¬ 
nership NHS Trust employs around 1,100 
staff at 26 locations and helps around 
560,000 children, adults and older people. 

This includes three hospitals: Bushey 
Fields Hospital in Dudley, Dorothy Pattison 
in Walsall, and Bloxwich Hospital for older 
adults in Bloxwich, Walsall. 

POLICE 

Body recovered 
from River Avon 

POLICE have said they believe a body 
recovered from the River Avon in Bris¬ 
tol is that of a 51-year-old man from 
Walsall. The Avon and Somerset Con¬ 
stabulary announced that they are link¬ 
ing the discovery of the body to reports 
in December that a person had fallen 
from the nearby Clifton Suspension 
Bridge. 

A statement from the force reads: 
“The discovery is being linked to an 
incident on December 1 in which we 
received reports of a person falling 
from the bridge. His death is not being 
treated as suspicious. The man’s next 
of kin have been informed and are 

DELAY 

Tree pruning puts 
new lights on hold 

THE installation of new lights in Bloxwich 
town centre has been delayed until the au¬ 
tumn so work can be carried out to prune 
trees. 

A public campaign was launched last 
year to raise £5,000 in order to replace the 
broken lights. They were due to be put in 
place on Monday and switched on until 
March as a ‘thank you’ to residents after 
the money was successfully generated but 
now that move has been scrapped. 

A town centre spokeswoman said: “To 
ensure the lights are tip-top for Christmas 
a decision has been made to delay instal¬ 
lation until November.” 
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Jumper-ing into action for initiative 


A CHARITY is urging people to 
take and share photos of themselves 
wearing woolly clothing to help raise 
awareness of fuel poverty. 

The charity Turn2us is asking 
people in West Midlands to support 
its No Cold Homes fuel poverty cam¬ 
paign. 

The aim of the campaign is to raise 
awareness of the help that is availa¬ 
ble for those struggling to heat their 
homes. 

As part of the campaign, people 
are being asked to share images of 
themselves in woolly clothes on social 


media with the hashtag #ShowUsY- 
ourWoolly, alongside the campaign 
hashtag #NoColdHomes. 

The appeal comes as studies show 
that despite 355,090 households in 
West Midlands receiving the Winter 
Fuel Payment to help with the energy 
costs last winter, the charity says 
that many will cut back on heating 
their home because they are strug¬ 
gling financially. 

The campaign, which has received 
huge support on social media, is also 
raising awareness that many energy 
suppliers offer support towards win¬ 


ter energy bills to certain customers, 
such as those on low incomes. 

Some energy suppliers also have 
charitable trusts to help certain cus¬ 
tomers who are struggling with their 
energy bills. 

Research carried out by the charity 
found that 52 per cent of those look¬ 
ing for support were unaware that 
such help was available. 

Urging people in West Midlands 
to support the campaign on social 
media, Kathie Clarke, who leads the 
vulnerable customer work at Tur- 
n2us, said: “It is now very, very cold, 


which is terrible for those struggling 
to heat their homes. It is therefore 
essential that those who are worried 
about the cost of heating their home 
are made aware of the help that is 
available. 

“I would ask people to support our 
campaign to help raise awareness and 
make sure that more people get the 
help they so desperately need.” 

There is a range of information 
about the help that is available for 
those struggling with energy costs 
at www.turn2us.org.uk/About-Us/ 
Our-campaigns/No-Cold-Homes. 


Hero Ben decides to 
keep abandoned dog 


A WALSALL student who res¬ 
cued an ‘afraid’ and ‘malnour¬ 
ished’ abandoned dog has de¬ 
cided to keep her as a pet. 

Ben Brittain, spotted the German 
Shepherd - now called Alice - last 
week, near Walsall canal in front of 
the Waterfront, the Hungry Horse 
pub, at the town centre. 

The 24-year-old, 
from Walsall, said he 
saw the dog looking 
skinny and crying 
when he came across 
her and so took her 
home with him to 
safety. 

Now, Ben, who is 
studying for a mas¬ 
ter’s degree at the 
University of Bir¬ 
mingham, says Alice 
is staying in the family. She’s going to stay 
with me or at least within the family, he 
said. “I had to convince some friends and 
family members but everyone was touched 
by the story and wanted to give her a good 
home.” 

“The support online has been phenome¬ 
nal, it’s gone viral. I’ve been shocked and 
overwhelmed by the the messages of sup¬ 
port from as far as Yorkshire, Lincolnshire 
and Wales. 

“People have called me a hero and all 
sorts - it just shows how much of a nation 
of dog lovers we really are.” 

Since Alice was taken back to Ben’s 
house to keep her warm and fed, she hasn’t 
left her new owner’s side. 

Ben confessed to originally calling her 
Alfie, until changing the name to Alice 
upon realisation that she was a female 
dog. He added: “She’s been fine since 
we brought her home - really happy and 
bouncing, coming back to life. She follows 
me everywhere. 

“We’ve been feeding her up now and 
she’s definitely improving.” 

RSPCA spokeswoman Rachel Butler 
said: “This is very sad however we are 
pleased to hear that the dog was found by 
Mr Brittain. Abandoning an animal can 
cause them a lot of distress and we urge 
anyone who knows who abandoned the dog 
to contact us on 0300 1234 999.” 



Ben with Alice 


Jason voices his pride in contest 



Jason Jones, with grandparents Kathleen and Raymond Jones, both aged 87, and his three-month-old son, Jax 


A SINGING sensation has thanked 
his family for their support - saying 
his success is for them. RAC work¬ 
er Jason Jones wowed millions of 
viewers with his performance on 
The Voice. 

He has progressed to the next 
stage of the TV singing contest, and 
said he hopes to continue making 
his family proud. From 12 to 23, 
Jason was brought up by his grand¬ 
parents Kathleen and Raymond in 
Burntwood. Jason, 31, who now 
lives in Brownhills, said: “They’ve 
always known I’ve been interested 
in music. They’re just extremely 


proud of me and they can’t really 
believe it. What I’ve achieved so far 
is something for them.” 

Jason added: “When I auditioned 
I didn’t audition to be famous. I 
wanted the platform to showcase 
what I can do. I’m doing it to be a 
success - not for the fame.” 

Jason’s version of Pillow Talk 
by Zayn sparked rave reviews from 
judges Tom Jones, Jennifer Hud¬ 
son, Will.I.Am and Gavin Rossdale. 

He plumped for the tutelage of 
Black Eyed Peas singer and pro¬ 
ducer Will. It is Mr Jones’ third 
bite of the cherry on the show - he 


failed to get past the audition stage 
two years ago, then overslept last 
year and missed his slot. But he 
said that might have been fate. “I 
think it’s meant to be,” he said. 

“With the show moving to ITV 
from BBC there’s been a lot of hype 
and build up and personally I think 
it’s better.” 

We can next expect to see the 
RAC worker on our TV sets next 
month when the show reaches its 
‘battle’ stage. 

If he progresses through that 
then Mr Jones will take part in the 
live shows. 


Help on way 
over smart 
motorways 
confusion 

CONFUSED motorists who break rules 
on smart motorways could be offered 
re-education courses by police. 

Smart motorways operate variable 
speed limits and can open the hard 
shoulder to traffic to reduce congestion. 

They are becoming increasingly popu¬ 
lar as a way of tackling congestion, run¬ 
ning on the M6 past its junction with the 
M54 near Walsall and Wolverhampton 
and also on stretches of the M5 in the 
Midlands. 

But senior police officers are con¬ 
cerned that the new road rules are con¬ 
fusing motorists and more awareness is 
needed. Figures suggest an 18 per cent 
rise in the number of people caught 
using the hard shoulder illegally be¬ 
tween 2014-15 and 2015-16. 

In the last financial year there were 
1,014 tickets issued by the 38 forces that 
responded to a Freedom of Information 
request, compared with 859 for the pre¬ 
vious year. 

Among the excuses given were driv¬ 
ers who claimed they were half on the 
hard shoulder and half in the first lane 
because it was the fastest route between 
two places. 

Another said they were driving on the 
hard shoulder because they were looking 
for signage to their destination. 

Concerns have been raised about the 
safety of using hard shoulders on motor¬ 
ways. Motorist Anthony Marston, aged 
54, from Leegomery in Telford, died on 
the M6 close to its junction with the 
M54 in August. The father-of-two had 
stopped on the hard shoulder to check a 
trailer when he was struck by a lorry, an 
accident that is still under investigation. 

The National Police Chiefs’ Council 
wants to create more awareness of the 
road rules and improve compliance with 
them. The details are still to be con¬ 
firmed, but ideas being discussed include 
courses for people who break the varia¬ 
ble speed limit. 


Kicking off fun 
for half term 

A WEEK of karate fun is being held in 
Walsall over the Spring half term hol¬ 
iday. Walsall Karate Dojo in Stafford 
Street is holding the activity from Feb¬ 
ruary 20 to February 24. 

Any child aged between four and 12 
years can take part. They do not have 
to be a member of the dojo or even have 
any karate experience whatsoever. 

There is a maximum number of 30 
children per day - parents can book chil¬ 
dren a place for as many days as possible 
but priority will be given to those book¬ 
ing for the week. 

Day will run from 9am till 3pm with 
plenty of short breaks plus a lunch 
break. 

Children should wear normal clothing 
for the camp and children will need bring 
their own lunch, drinks plus snack. 

All children must be collected at 3pm 
prompt. 

For a booking form email stevencar- 
less@hotmail.com 
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Region set 
to get £7.5m 
for potholes 
on roadways 

THE West Midlands and Stafford¬ 
shire is to be given more than £7.5 
million to tackle potholes. 

The Government has revealed the 
amount of money each region across 
the country will be receiving in the 
next financial year to fill in potholes 
as well as stop them forming. 

The West Midlands will receive 
£7.67m overall, including £1.22m for 
the West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity and £1.58m for Staffordshire. The 
Government says the funding for the 
West Midlands, which also includes 
areas such as Hereford, Shropshire 
and Stoke, will lead to around 144,000 
potholes being fixed in 2017/18. 

In announcing the funding, trans¬ 
port minister Andrew Jones said: 
“Roads play a significant part in 
everyday life linking people with jobs 
and businesses with customers, which 
is why this government is investing 
record amounts improving and main¬ 
taining highways across the country 
to help motorists.” 

The new funds have been backed by 
South Staffordshire MP and the Con¬ 
servative chief whip Gavin William¬ 
son. He said: “The state of our roads 
is consistently raised with me by local 
residents and remains a great source 
of frustration for drivers. 

“This funding is welcome news for 
families and businesses in Stafford¬ 
shire who rely on our roads to get 
around. It builds on the £1,069,000 we 
got last year and is the latest step in 
our plan to build a country that works 
for everyone. 

“The announcement shows that 
we are delivering on our commitment 
to invest in infrastructure to attract 
businesses and secure a better future 
for local businesses.” 

The funding allocated specifically 
for potholes is part of more than 
£115m the West Midlands is receiving 
to improve roads, cut congestion and 
improve journey times.” 

Co-op in pledge 
to remove treats 

THE Co-op Group is to remove sweets 
with marketing and packaging aimed 
at children from its store checkouts 
and provide a range of healthier 
snacks. 

The assurance has been given to 
the West Midlands representative on 
the Co-op Members’ Council, David 
Hallam, a former director of the in¬ 
ternational diabetes federation and 
member of the European Parliament. 

Mr Hallam said: “This is good news 
for parents who dread having their 
children pining for unhealthy sweets 
at checkouts. I just hope every other 
convenience chain follows suit.” 

The Co-op Group told Mr Hallam: 
“We will continue to develop the range 
of products on offer and will be guided 
by our customers on this issue.” Mr 
Hallam said he would continue to 
monitor the situation carefully and 
would be interested to hear whether 
parents thought the ban was helpful. 


Blakemore sales hit £1.31 billion 



Chairman of the firm, Peter Blakemore 


FAMILY owned food retail, wholesale 
and distribution group A F Blakemore 
& Son saw an 0.2 per cent increase in 
profits and a 2.4 per cent increase in 
sales from its latest annual accounts. 

The Willenhall-based business, 
which celebrates its centenary in 
2017, recorded annual sales of £1.31 
billion with pre-tax profits up from 
£7.59 m illi on to £7.60m for the 2015- 
2016 financial year. Net assets have 
also grown by 7.6 per cent to £80.8m. 

A F Blakemore chairman, Peter 
Blakemore, described the figures as 
a pleasing steady result, thanking all 


members of staff for their efforts He 
said: “It has been achieved against a 
background of difficult trading condi¬ 
tions in the food retail and wholesale 
markets together with significant lev¬ 
els of price deflation.” 

Cost control was cited as a con¬ 
sideration during the year and Mr 
Blakemore pointed to the fact that 
the business has continued to retain 
and re-invest all of its post-tax profits 
into improving the group operations 
and those of its independent retail 
customers. 

Mr Blakemore also looked ahead to 


the future and the company’s 2020 
vision, focused upon generating sus¬ 
tainable growth and long-term pros¬ 
perity. 

He said: “A F Blakemore has set 
out a vision to solidify its position as 
a multi-market national food operator 
with a fantastic reputation for service 
among trade partners and consumers. 

“Collaboration is now required 
across the A F Blakemore Group for 
the business to achieve its goals. More 
than ever we need to use the expertise 
from across our divisions to benefit 
the whole company.” 


Statue of Billy Wright 
smashed at Molineux 


THE iconic Billy Wright statue out¬ 
side Molineux has been badly dam¬ 
aged after a car crashed into it. 

The plinth on which the statue of the 
Wolves and England legend stands was 
ripped apart in the early hours drama. 

A 30-year-old man has been arrested on sus¬ 
picion of drink driving and dangerous driving 
following the crash in 
the early hours of Sun¬ 
day. He was bailed by 
police until next month 
pending further inquir¬ 
ies and the statue was 
cordoned off following 
the crash. 

Three slate slabs 
have torn off the struc¬ 
ture, including the 
panel that carries the 
hero’s name, which was 
smashed in two. 

Vicky Wright, the 
daughter of the late player, said she was ‘so 
sad’ to hear about the statue. 

She tweeted to say: “Man arrested after the 
statue was left badly damaged. This has made 
me so sad.” 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said: “Of¬ 
ficers have arrested a man following a collision 
with a statue outside Molineux on Waterloo 
Road, in the early hours of Sunday morning. 
A 30-year-old man was arrested on suspicion of 
drink driving and dangerous driving.” 

A Wolves spokesman said: “The club has 
been in contact with West Midlands Police 
over the damage done to the base of the statue 
following a traffic incident in the early hours of 
Sunday morning. 

“The club’s staff will be assessing the dam¬ 
age done to the statue with a view to carrying 
out restoration work as soon as possible.” 

The 9ft bronze statue was unveiled in 1996 
by Billy’s widow Joy, who called it ‘a wonderful 
work of art.’ It is considered one of the finest 
football statues in the country. 

The sculpture depicts the former Wolves and 
England captain - who earned 105 caps for his 
country - leading out his team. He died in 1994, 
aged 70. 

The campaign to raise a permanent memo¬ 
rial to the player was headed by Wolverhamp¬ 
ton councillor Fred Ledsam. 

The £50,000 funding for the statue was 
raised by public subscription. 



The statue 


Manor Farm ploughs on to its 40th 



Chief Executive Gary Bird and Finance Officer Georgina Ball mark the association’s 40th anniversary 


A COMMUNITY association 
which provides activities to thou¬ 
sands of people every week, cele¬ 
brated its 40th anniversary at the 
weekend. Manor Farm Communi¬ 
ty Association was registered as a 
charity on January 14, 1977 and 
has served people from its base in 
Rushall since then. It is now one 
of just a handful of community 
associations operating in Walsall. 

Its chief executive Gary Bird 
said: “When I started out 30 years 


ago there were 60 community as¬ 
sociations but they were financed 
entirely by the council. With the 
increasing budget constraints for 
local authorities the financing 
from (Walsall) council dried up 
and as soon as that happened a lot 
of them went bump.” 

Originally the community as¬ 
sociation, which provides services 
for about 4,000 people every week, 
shared facilities with Manor Farm 
Community School. That closed in 


2004 but the association remained 
at the site in King George Cres¬ 
cent. It employs about 60 staff 
who are helped by 50 volunteers. 

The Manor Farm Conference 
Suite also provides conference fa¬ 
cilities for up to 150 people. That 
can be used for a wide range of 
events, including seminars and 
clubs’ AGMs. 

For information on joining the 
community association visit www. 
manorfarmca.com. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Councillor follows 
his grandfather 


A BLACK Country councillor will be 
following in the footsteps of his grand¬ 
father when he takes over the mayor- 
ship of a council later this year. 

Councillor Marco Longhi, a Con¬ 
servative coun¬ 
cillor in Walsall, 
will become mayor 
of the town at 
the start of the 
2017/18 financial 
year. 

Being a mayor 
is widely regarded 
as the top honour 
in local politics but 

Councillor Longhi £° un f? 1 l or u 

° hi s stmt will take 

on extra significance as he follows in 
his grandfather’s footsteps. 

Wilfred Clarke was mayor of Wal¬ 
sall between 1978-79, with his picture 


Sf! 


up on the wall in the council house 
alongside other Walsall mayors of 
past generations. 

Councillor Longhi said: “I am really 
delighted to have been voted mayor 
and look forward to a great year being 
ambassador for the town.” 


Experts to make 
railways safer 

THE University of Birmingham has 
signed an agreement with Beijing 
Jiaotong University (BJTU) for re¬ 
search experts to work together on 
developing technology to help make 
railways safer and more efficient. 

Both universities will continue their 
partnership and strengthen education 
links and allow Chinese rail engineer¬ 
ing students to study at Birmingham, 
benefitting from the University’s ex¬ 
pertise - particularly in railway con¬ 
trol and safety. 

University of Birmingham 
Vice-Chancellor Professor Sir David 
Eastwood joined Professor Bin Ning, 
President of BJTU, to sign the agree¬ 
ment at a special ceremony in Beijing. 

Professor Eastwood said: “This 
agreement with Beijing Jiaotong Uni¬ 
versity marks the start of even closer 
collaboration.” 


Bright ideas for 
teenage careers 

TEENAGERS have been invited to a 
careers event which is taking place in 
West Bromwich. 

The Connexions New Year, New 
Start event is at Sandwell College’s 
Central Sixth campus in New Street. 

The event, which runs from 10am 
and 2pm, on January 21, is open to all 
young people aged 14 to 19. 

For further information visit www. 
connexionssandwell .co.uk 


Wee dram for Burns 

PUBS are to celebrate Burns Night 
with Whisky Showcase events. 

Nicholson’s pubs, in Birmingham, 
including Bacchus Bar and The 
Shakespeare, will take place. 

They will offer Scottish dishes and 
whisky to explore from January 23. 




Call your local expert Neil for Free friendly quotation 

T: 01922 513096 M: 07521 649420 

Email: neil@njnconservatories.co.uk 
'q www.njnconservatories.co.uk 


★ Conservatories ★ Orangeries 
★ Windows ★ Doors ★ Soffits ★ Fascias 

uson Cheekatrade.com 


NJN 


onservatories 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f 1 

3 child safe * I /■ I 
verticals ^ IfcV 
one per household offer 


SHOUT HEATH (O&nhd (pAadtkx 

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 

Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 18 
and in full time education 
or are under 18. 

Tooth Whitening 

New patients welcome 
Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 
Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 
Denture Repairs 

Sports Mouth Guards 

White Fillings 

C150 


• Drowns, Bridges & Dentures : 

: (Bring this advert with you) 

NHS m - 

2A Oaken Drive, 


Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

1 * /• 

\ Appointments Available Immediately! 


CLICK FLOORING 
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MASSIVE STOCK CLEARANCE TO 
MAKE ROOM FOR NEW STOCK 


WHY 

i 

laminate* 
Hordwood 
Solid Wood 


48 Mi 9 h Street, •!*>»- ch, Walsall WS3 JIN 

01922 495525 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



A READER tells me he saw his doctor 
last week. This week he received an email 
from a funeral-insurance company. Just 
keep telling yourself it’s pure coincidence. 


AFTER my recent piece on police being 
unwilling to carry guns, a retired cop re¬ 
calls that, although he never wanted a pis¬ 
tol, he found himself with one during a raid. 
It had fallen out of another officer’s holster. 


ANOTHER ex-cop tells me the prospect 
of arming some bobbies chills his blood. 
He says: “Some of the younger bobbies on 
my old shift were so gung-ho they would 
have shot each other before they had got 
out of the parade-room door. Interestingly, 
the officers really opposed to being armed 
were ex soldiers.” 


A TEAM of blacked-up Morris dancers 
started their show in Birmingham and were 
heckled and abused and forced to clear 
off. Well, what did they expect? The Alve- 
church Morris men claim to be following 
an old tradition of dancers blackening their 
faces so as not to be recognised by their 
employers. Bunkum. This practice was 
confined to small parts of Wales, centuries 
ago. Why has it become so popular with 
Morris sides all over England, especially 
one like the Alvechurch team which was 
founded less than 30 years ago? Look at 
old photos of Morris sides and you’ll find 
virtually all the faces are white. Black- 
ing-up is not some revered old tradition 
but a modern choice, and in the middle of 
multicultural Brum a very silly choice. 

OH, dear. It’s 
been another 
terrible week for 
those people 
variously de¬ 
scribed as Bre- 
mainers or Re¬ 
moaners. They 
deserve a new 
name, some¬ 
thing to capture their growing ac¬ 
ceptance of Brexit, coupled with undying 
dismay. I toyed with Les Miserables but 
that’s far too European. So instead, let us 
call them the Glums. Having spent months 
warning darkly that new trade agreements 
could take a decade, the Glums watched 
in horror as Boris Johnson met the Trump 
team and sewed up some sort of under¬ 
standing with the Yanks over coffee. Okay, 
it’s not a proper trade agreement but as 
we are gradually discovering, you do not 
need a trade agreement in order to agree 
to trade. 



FOR amateur weather forecasters, this 
is a significant time of year. According to 
the Diall of Daies published in 1590, each 
of the first 12 days of January predicts the 
weather for the year to come. The after¬ 
noon of January 8, for example, indicates 
the weather for June. And today’s weather 
is a sort of summary for 2017’s weather 
overall. Do not throw away ye olde sea- 
weede. 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


More than 1,800 seek help in debt crisis 


NEARLY 1,800 people across Dudley, 
Wolverhampton and Walsall contact¬ 
ed a debt charity in just six months - 
seeking help with liabilities totalling 
nearly £25 million. 

A total of 1,778 people in the DY, 
WV and WS postcode areas contacted 
the StepChange charity during the 
first half of 2016, equivalent to 10 
calls every day. The WS postcode 
area, which also includes Lichfield 


and Cannock, had the biggest aver¬ 
age debt levels at £15,932 for each 
individual. 

The charity provided help to a total 
of 614 people in the area, up from 590 
during the same period the previous 
year, and the total level of debt rose 
from £9.4m to £9.8m. A total of 645 
people from the WV postcode area 
contacted the charity during the first 
six months of last year, with an aver¬ 


age debt of £12,415. Total debt in the 
area that the charity helped with was 
just over £8m, up from £7.3m com¬ 
pared to the previous year. 

The Dudley postal area, which in¬ 
cludes Tipton, Kidderminster, Stour- 
port and Bewdley, accounted for 519 
of the charity’s calls, and the aver¬ 
age amount owed was £13,459. These 
figures were a marked improvement 
compared to the previous year, with 


total debt falling from nearly £9.2m 
to just under £7m. 

Low interest rates are encouraging 
more people to take out loans or buy 
on credit. But there are fears people 
are borrowing beyond their means 
and a rate rise could see a rush of 
repossessions. 

Robert White of StepChange said 
the first half of 2016 had been its 
busiest on record. 


Bored teen in homeless 
shelter set fire to box 


By Nathan Briant 


A TEENAGER set fire to a 
cardboard box in his bed¬ 
room, causing £1,000 worth 
of damage - because he 
was bored, a court heard. 

Dylan Ohara, aged 18, was 
staying at a Walsall Coun¬ 
cil-owned homeless shelter last 
December. 

Staff were alerted to the arson 
attack and rushed into the room 
- where Ohara told them he had 
started the blaze because he had 
nothing else to do. Walsall Magis¬ 
trates’ Court heard Ohara was alone 
in the room and that ‘substantial 
damage’ had been caused to the win¬ 
dow, windowsill and carpet. 

A fire blanket which he had used 
in a desperate attempt to stop the 
cardboard box burning at Rivers 
House, in Slackey Lane, was also 
scorched. Firefighters were called to 
check the site after the fire, which 
started at about 10.30pm on Decem¬ 
ber 28. 

Conviction 

Sentencing him to a long spell of 
community service after the ‘serious 
offence’, chairwoman of the bench 
Mrs Janet Holmes said: “You’re 18 
now. It’s time to grow up.” 

Ohara admitted one count of 
arson at a hearing at Walsall Mag¬ 
istrates’ Court on December 30. 
His hearing was adjourned for a 
pre-sentence report to be prepared. 
For Ohara, Mr Brij Chaudhry said 
it was to Ohara’s credit that he has 
been able to find himself new accom¬ 
modation. 

Ohara is now living in Thomas 
Street, Smethwick. He has been in 
care since he was 15, and has no 
contact with his family, the court 
was told. Mr Chaudhry said Ohara 
lives an ‘isolated existence’ and that 
lighting the cardboard box in his 
boredom was a symptom of that. 

Ohara must complete a 18-month 
community order, including 35 
days of a probation service-led pro¬ 
gramme. He must also do 200 hours 
of unpaid work. Ohara must also 
pay £135 in court costs and an £85 
victim surcharge. 



France honours D-Day hero pair 


Walsall veterans, Leonard Freeman, in the beret, 

TWO D-Day veterans have been awarded France’s 
highest military honour. Leonard Freeman, from Short 
Heath, Walsall, and Edward Billingham, from King- 
swinford, both aged 91, were presented with Legion 
d’honneur medals for the part they played liberating 
Nazi-occupied France. The two men received their med¬ 
als from Walsall Mayor Councillor Kath Phillips, at a 
special ceremony at Walsall Town Hall last Tuesday. 

Mr Billingham served as an able seaman and torpedo 
man on the warship and colony class cruiser, HMS Mau¬ 
ritius, from 1943 to 1946. He was at the heart of the 
allied fighting during the historic D-Day landings. The 
vessel he served one was one of the main bombardment 
ships. During the offensive he saw active service off the 
coast of all the main Normandy beaches. No stranger 


and Edward Billingham, with Mayor Kath Phillips 

to medals from other countries, Mr Billingham was 
awarded the Russian Millennium Medal in 2015 as he 
was part of the convoy that protected allied ships in and 
around the Icelandic and Baltic seas. 

Speaking about the Legion d’honneur, Mr Billingham 
said: “I had no idea I was up for another medal, it was 
a complete surprise.Mr Freeman, who also took part in 
the landings, enlisted aged 17 and served with Royal 
Navy and Royal Marines from 1943 until the end of the 
war. He too took part in the D-Day landings, travelling 
to Normandy on June 6, 1944 and was there at the very 
start of the campaign. 

Speaking about the Legion d’honneur Mr Freeman 
added: “I’m really surprised. I never expected anything 
like this.” 


College 
joins with 
university 
for course 

WALSALL College has joined forces 
with a university to launch a new de¬ 
gree apprenticeship. The college has 
worked with the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton as well as employers to 
design the four-year course. 

The Chartered Manager Degree 
Apprenticeship will cover all aspects 
of business, including management, 
marketing, human resources, finance 
and operations management as well 
as equipping apprentices with skills 
such as entrepreneurship, digital lit¬ 
eracy and collaborative working. 

The apprenticeship is mainly work 
based and students’ learning will be 
supported by lectures, distance learn¬ 
ing materials with in-house company 
mentors and training support. 

James Norris, assistant principal 
for commercial development at Wal¬ 
sall College said: “This new degree 
level apprenticeship is the latest addi¬ 
tion to our portfolio of university level 
qualifications and it provides an ideal 
stepping stone for our current Level 2 
and 3 business apprentices looking to 
progress further. 

“It will enable students to de¬ 
velop the higher level skills that will 
broaden their career prospects, how¬ 
ever, it is also a viable programme for 
employers who want to upskill exist¬ 
ing staff and support them in gaining 
a broader overview of their business. 

“The course will increase students’ 
knowledge and skills across different 
disciplines of business, in preparation 
for management positions, which will 
in turn support business growth and 
innovation in our region.” 

Magical event for 
Harry Potter fans 

FAMILIES in Walsall will be able to 
indulge in a spot of magic over the up¬ 
coming February half term. 

Harry Potter fans are invited to 
join a Professor Snape look-a-like in 
the town centre’s Victorian Arcade 
from 11am until 4pm on February 
18, where he will be hosting a free po¬ 
tions masterclass. Visitors will get the 
opportunity to follow ‘Snape’ as he 
leads an interactive workshop where 
youngsters can create their very own 
‘magical’ potions. 

The centre will be bringing in a spe¬ 
cial Platform 9 % themed backdrop for 
shoppers to take photos against whilst 
the famous Sorting Hat will be availa¬ 
ble for Potter fans to pose with. 

Children can turn into their favour¬ 
ite Harry Potter character, through 
the help of its free face painter. 

Blood donor call 
with session at hall 

BLOOD donors are needed to help re¬ 
plenish stocks. Sessions will be held 
at the Memorial Hall in Brownhills 
on January 26, from 1.10-3.30pm and 
from 4.30-7.45pm. Donors can turn 
up or book appointments via 0300 123 
23 23 or online. 
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LARGE CAR PARK 
BEHIND DIZZY KIDZ 


WE AREHERE 


Specialist Mpplien, the l/lemuM Stoves 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 


FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 



Open 6 Days a weex iuam - 5pm Closed Sundays 


_ Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 

S HP Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 
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We are delighted to offer ALL 
New Clients a... 


FREE 

Cut & Finish 

When you have ANY 
Colour Service! 

Don’t miss out, call today. 

FranceSCO beautiful hair 


17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge W S 9 8 Q P 

t: 01922 456152 

T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid for new 
clients only at Francesco Group Aldridge with selected team members until 28/02/17. 
Skin Allergy Test required 48 hours prior to colour service for all new colour clients. 
Appointments are subject to availability. 





























Poorest face 
paying more 
council tax 
as limit cut 

THE poorest and most vulnerable 
residents in Walsall will have to pay 
more council tax after the council 
agreed on a new reduction scheme. 

Previously some residents who 
were on low income or benefits were 
entitled to a 75 per discount, but this 
has now been reduced to 70 per cent 
as Walsall Council look at ways to 
raise funds. The council needs to save 
£86 milli on by 2020. 

Concerns have been raised that the 
new changes, which will be coupled 
with the already announced 3.99 per 
cent council tax increase, will ‘bleed’ 
the poorest in society and lead to in¬ 
creased council tax arrears. 

Former councillor and mayor Pete 
Smith said: “Sadly it was Labour in 
their short time in office previous to 
the present one that introduced first 
time council tax charges to Walsall’s 
poorest, ensuring that 19,000 or so 
paid at least 25 per cent of council tax 
for the first time. 

“This resulted in huge increases 
in council tax arrears that stood at 
£820,000 solely attributable to this 
new cohort (19,000) of council tax 
payers within nine months of its in¬ 
troduction in April 2015. Now a La¬ 
bour Council again chooses to bleed 
this group even further. I think it is 
absolutely disgraceful.” 

Speaking at the meeting last Mon¬ 
day, Councillor Diane Coughlan, the 
portfolio holder for social care, said: 
“It is only because this council finds 
itself in a dire financial position 
that this recommendation has been 
brought to full council.” 


Professor starts 
dual nhs role 

A NON-EXECUTIVE director at Wal¬ 
sall Healthcare NHS Trust has dou¬ 
bled his workload - after taking on 
the same role at another trust. 

Professor Russell Beale was ap¬ 
pointed to the board of Birmingham 
and Solihull Mental Health NHS 
Foundation Trust at the start of the 
year. He brings a wealth of experience 
from his 25 years at the University of 
Birmingham, where he is currently 
Professor of Human-Computer Inter¬ 
action (HCI) and Director of the HCI 
Centre, a major centre focusing on de¬ 
veloping the digital future. 

Professor Beale has achieved world¬ 
wide recognition for his work on using 
artificial intelligence to assist interac¬ 
tion between users and technology, 
and is a Chartered IT Professional. 

Model of a show 
at SVR weekend 

THE Severn Valley Railway is staging 
a display of model railways as part of 
its Open House Weekend. The event 
on April 8 and 9 will feature 30 lay¬ 
outs in a variety of scales, in the En¬ 
gine House at Highley. 


Kitten rescued after 



The kitten with its head stuck 


A KITTEN who had got his head 
stuck in a drainage hole at the bottom 
of a communal waste bin was rescued 
in a joint operation between the RSP- 
CA and West Midlands Fire Service. 

The RSPCA was contacted by res¬ 
ident Susan Burney, after the kitten 
was heard meowing from the bin at 
Glebe House, in Glebe Street, Walsall. 

Animal collection officer Cara Gib¬ 
bon attended but found that that the 
kitten was so tightly stuck that he 
could only be freed with help from 
the fire service. Cara said: “We don’t 
know how long the poor kitten had 


getting head stuck 


been there for, but rubbish had been 
piled on top of him and he was clearly 
distressed. 

“The fire service were absolutely 
fantastic and they managed to free 
him very quickly. They used a blade 
to cut either side of the hole, then 
bent the steel of the bin back to free 
his head. 

“Thankfully he was not injured. 
He wasn’t wearing a collar and isn’t 
microchipped so we believe he was a 
stray. We have named him Dusty and 
he is now being looked after at our an¬ 
imal centre in Birmingham.” 


Susan Burney said: “I could see the 
kitten’s head was stuck in the hole. 
So I had to call the fire brigade who 
were fantastic and eventually they 
got it out. It must have been there for 
at least two days and it was taken to 
the NSPCC. It was a beautiful little 
thing.” 

The RSPCA is urging people to 
make sure bin lids are properly closed 
to avoid this happening. Cara said: “If 
there is food in a bin and a cat can get 
in there, then there is a chance that it 
will - so please make sure your out¬ 
side bins are secure.” 


Council in appeal for 
more foster families 


A PLEA to residents in Walsall has 
been made in a desperate attempt 
to help young children find a safe 
place to live. 

At least 26 new caring, supportive 
fostering families are needed to look af¬ 
ter children of different ages and back¬ 
grounds, but particularly for sibling 
groups and older children. 

Walsall Council’s Fostering Team will be 
holding information sessions during January 
at locations around the borough. 

Local people interested in fostering for Wal¬ 
sall Council can chat to the team, and current 
foster carers, to find out more about caring for 
a Walsall child. 

Maria and her husband Luke were approved 
as foster carers last year and have been caring 
for their first child for nine months. 

She said: “If you are considering fostering I 
would say ‘make the call, go to an information 
session to find out more and go for it. 

“Fostering is hard work, but it is also one 
of the most rewarding careers you could ever 
begin to imagine. 

Positive 

“Every ounce of time and effort you put into 
your work will be repaid 100 times over when 
you see the very real and positive differences 
you can make to a child’s life. Our own children 
have taken to fostering like a dream. Each one 
of them brings love, kindness, fun and compas¬ 
sion into this little one’s life and each one of 
them gains so much back in return from her 
happy presence in our home.” 

The information events begin on Monday 
at Streetly Community Centre and will con¬ 
tinue throughout the week in venues in Pel- 
sall, Brownhills, Willenhall and Walsall Town 
Centre. 

Councillor Rose Burley, portfolio holder for 
Walsall Council’s children’s services supports 
the latest campaign. 

She added: “We need more residents from 
our town to help support children who need 
loving and caring homes. 

“Fostering can be such a rewarding choice 
for so many people and can make a huge dif¬ 
ference to the lives of children who are facing 
challenging and distressing times. 

“Calling the fostering team, or going to an 
information session is a great way to find out 
if fostering could be right for you.” For details, 
email fosteringinwalsall@walsall.gov.uk 



‘Hard work’ key to reaching 100 


Celebrating her 100th, Alice Barrett, with her son Colin Barrett at Mill House Care Home, Bilston 


A MUCH loved great-grandmoth¬ 
er celebrated her 100th birthday 
surrounded by her family. 

Alice Barrett, nee Babb, who 
was brought up in Bridge Street, 
Willenhall, did not move far away 
when she married George Barrett, 
whose mother kept a post office on 
Willenhall Road, Moseley Village. 

The couple, who met at the for¬ 
mer Dale Cinema, Willenhall, ran 
a greengrocers in Maxwell Road, 
in the All Saints district of Wol¬ 


verhampton for 20 years while 
bringing up children, Cohn, now 
76, and Margaret Ann, who died. 

The pair went on to work for 
Wolverhampton council as care¬ 
takers for Brinsford Lodge, which 
was a hall of residence for Wolver¬ 
hampton Polytechnic up to the 
early 1980s. They retired in Brins¬ 
ford but when Alice was widowed 
she moved to Coseley. Son Cohn 
said she was proud to have been 
recognised by the British Red 


Cross and St John Ambulance for 
her voluntary work in the Second 
World War. 

She now has four grandchil¬ 
dren and five great-grandchil¬ 
dren, many of whom joined her at 
Millhouse Care Home, in Bilston, 
where she now lives, to celebrate. 

Mr Barrett said: “Mum’s secret 
to a long life is hard work. She 
has remained jovial throughout 
her life and still has a smile for 
everyone.” 
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Sweet Christmas 
at Cadbury World 

CADBURY World, finished 2016 on a 
sugar high after reaching a new visi¬ 
tor record for December. 

It welcomed more than 44,000 vis¬ 
itors to its Christmas events in 2016 
- a two per cent increase on last year’s 
figures. Overall, Cadbury World was 
visited by more than 648,000 people 
in 2016, making it one of the busiest 
years yet for the attraction. 

Marketing manager Diane Mitch¬ 
ell, said: “We’re really pleased that 
Cadbury World continues to be such a 
popular destination for families across 
the UK.” 

Drummer Don at 
Slade convention 

A FOUNDER member of rock and 
pop legends Slade is to attend a Black 
Country convention devoted to the 
group. Drummer Don Powell will be 
appearing at the event in the Robin 2 
club, in Bilston, on May 28. 

Tickets are available for the after¬ 
noon and evening sessions or both. 
The afternoon includes an interview 
and question-and-answer session with 
Don. There will also be a quiz and the 
showing of Slade films and videos. In 
the evening tribute group Slyde will 
be playing all the classics. Details via 
www.therobin.co.uk 

Police in appeal 
on street attack 

A GROUP of men were were assault¬ 
ed on a night out in the early hours 
of the morning in Walsall. Police are 
appealing the men were assaulted by 
another group of men in Bridge Street 
between 3.15am and 3.30am on New 
Years Day. 

Officers are interested in speaking 
to anyone who may have seen a young 
white man with a facial injury, wear¬ 
ing a blue shirt. Part of his lip was 
bitten off. Call 101 ext 871 3328 and 
quote 20WS/402N/17. 

Museum fares well 
as real ale venue 

A ONE-DAY event combining vintage 
buses and real ale is being held in 
Aldridge next month. 

Beer and Buses is taking place at 
Aldridge Transport Museum in Shen- 
stone Drive on February 19, from 2pm 
to 10pm. 

The event, which is being run with 
the Rotary Club of Aldridge, will offer 
beer tasting and bus rides. 

Admission to the museum on the 
day is £5, with all the buses on display 
as well. 

Riders nuisance 

OFF-ROAD bikers have been causing 
a nuisance by riding alongside canal 
towpaths. The problems have been 
reported in Pelsall and Brownhills in 
recent weeks. West Midlands Police 
has appealed for information on the 
culprits, and anyone with details can 
get in touch with them by calling 101. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 
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Cloudy2Clear 

m 

GUARANTEE All 

Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 

Take No Longer 


Than 20 MINS!!! 


9 ? 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f *0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


NHS: We 
need to 
be more 
realistic 

SOME years ago a man came into our 
office with a complaint about the charity 
then known as Age Concern. 

He was furious that somebody from 
the charity who was supposed to have 
planed his door had not shown up. 

“Why do you always ask people for 
their age?” asked our receptionist when 
he had gone. I suggested that maybe a 
fit, healthy man in his mid-50s possibly 
could do his own DIY. 

Which brings me to the “humanitarian 
crisis” which is supposed to be engulfing 
the NHS at the moment. 

There are no easy answers. We have a 
growing and ageing population and more 
costly procedures and drugs than ever 
before, not helped by profiteering drug 
companies. 

And while there are plenty of people 
who say it is all down to funding, these 
people tend to have a stock reply when 
asked how much extra tax they are pre¬ 
pared to pay. 

Nothing. It should be somebody else 
who pays for it. 

Then there are the vast swathes of the 
population who take the attitude that if a 
service is free to use, they might as well 
use it. 

We’ve all met them. They take a fort¬ 
night off work every time they sneeze. 
They call their GP when they get indiges¬ 
tion. And rock up at A & E every time they 
get a headache. And shout a lot when 
they don’t get immediate attention. 

A bit like middle-aged men who think 
a charity for the elderly should do their 
home improvements. 

Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt has 
come in for a lot of stick for suggesting 
the four-hour waiting targets should only 
apply to people with urgent conditions, 
but I tend to think it is a fair point. 

If people expect Bupa standards of 
healthcare, we are going to have to start 
paying Bupa prices. All of us. Otherwise, 
we are going to need a mature debate 
about what we can reasonably expect 
from the NHS. 

And it might mean that while priority is 
given to those with genuine life-threaten¬ 
ing conditions, those with conditions that 
can wait will have to do just that. Wait. 

□ □□ 


A LOT has been made of the number of 
celebrity deaths over recent months, but 
none has made me sadder than that of 
former Villa, Wolves and England manag¬ 
er Graham Taylor. 

Maybe it’s because football is a bigger 
part of my life than film, television or mu¬ 
sic. 

But maybe it is because the loss of the 
bright young manager who arrived at Villa 
Park in 1987 reminds us of our own mor¬ 
tality. 

Either way, he will be greatly missed. 




Bank clerk Tanya Nelson weighing out coins in 1983 


Batches of coins being moved at the Royal Mint in 1983 


Why pound in pocket 
is all about to change 



Walsall youngster David Pearce whose design was chosen from 6,000 competition entries 


Our new £1 won’t just look 
very different, its value is 
nothing like it was years ago, 
as Mark Andrews reports 


HAD a look at your change lately? 
Noticed how many shiny new £1 
coins have been issued over the 
past few months? 

Well don’t get too attached to them. By 
October they will cease to be legal tender. 

A new, 12-sided £1 coin - designed by Wal¬ 
sall teenager David Pearce - will enter circu¬ 
lation on March 28, and by October 15 the 
familiar round pound will be no more. Given 
that there are thought to be 1.5 billion of these 
coins in circulation, it is going to be a very big 
operation. 

When the pound coin was introduced on 
April 21, 1983, the response was muted to say 
the least. Just 10 months earlier, the 2Op piece 
had been introduced, with many consumers, 
particularly the older generation, complaining 
that it was too small - smaller than the 2p, 5p 
or lOp coins of the day, for example. 

Inflation 

So when the long established £1 note was 
replaced by a metal coin after more than a 
decade of heavy inflation, it was perhaps little 
surprise that consumers felt it reflected the 
decline in the pound’s worth. 

Back in 1967, when prime minister Harold 
Wilson famously assured us that the pound in 
our pockets had not been devalued, a £1 note 
would have bought a discounted winter coat in 
the sale at Shrewsbury’s ABC Warehouse. Or 
failing that, it would be enough to pay for 10 
loaves of bread, or six pints of beer in a pub. 

But by the time the pound coin arrived in 
1983, it did not go so far - enough to buy a 
single pint of Carling Black Label, or five pints 
of milk. 

Today, it will typically buy two pints of milk, 
or a single loaf of bread. But forget a trip to 
your local - a typical pint is now nearer £4. 

As far back as 1980, the Royal Mint ob¬ 


served it had ‘become apparent that with the 
general decline in purchasing power, the £1 
unit of currency was more appropriate to a 
coin than a banknote’. 

Before the coin was introduced in mainland 
Britain, there had been a not-especially-suc- 
cessful trial in the Isle of Man. Many people 
refused to acknowledge the new coin, causing 
them to more or less disappear from circula¬ 
tion. The Manx Treasurer was left with little 
choice but to print a new batch of £1 notes. 

The original £1 coin was designed by the 
Bank of England’s chief engraver Eric Sewell, 
who was very proud of his new design. He 
said it was very distinctive and could easily 
be picked out from lesser coins in a purse or 
pocket of change. But on launch day it was re¬ 
ported that some critics said they would spend 
it like loose change because that was precisely 
what it was. 


The reasons for switching from the note to 
the coin were logical enough. 

In 1983, a paper £1 note had an average 
lifespan of just nine months, whereas it was 
estimated that the new coins would last at 
least 40 years. The number of early £1 coins 
still in circulation is testament to their dura¬ 
bility. 

Unsurprisingly, the vending trade was very 
supportive of the move, too, as it allowed ma¬ 
chines to be adapted to accept larger amounts 
of money. The launch of the new coin also co¬ 
incided with the growth of pay-and-display car 
parking machines. 

Given the pound’s origins, it is perhaps not 
surprising that some people felt the small coin 
had cheapened its value. The oldest currency 
in the world, the pound took its name from 
its weight in silver during Norman times - 
240 old silver pennies weighed one pound. No 


wonder people thought they were being short¬ 
changed. The reverse designs of the £1 coin 
represented the UK and its four constituent 
parts - Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and 
England and the first series of designs took flo¬ 
ral emblems as its theme. 

Resistance to the coins turned out to be 
comparatively shortlived, and the last pound 
notes were phased out in 1988. Besides, there 
was far more to complain about in 1990, with 
the introduction of the new smaller £5 notes 
and 5p coins. But while the pound coin has 
largely been accepted by the general public, it 
has given birth to another problem. Forgery. 

From the start, the £1 coin has been forged 
on a prolific scale, Ironically, one of the rea¬ 
sons the coins proved so popular with forgers 
was the ease of disposing of them in vending 
machines. 

Surveys by the Royal Mint have estimated 
that up to three in every 100 £1 coins are 
fakes, and this has been a major driver in the 
redesign. David Gauke, chief secretary to the 
Treasury, has pledged that the new £1 coin 
will be harder to forge than ever before. 

Lighter 

The new coin will be made from two met¬ 
als, with a gold-coloured outer ring and a sil¬ 
ver-coloured inner ring. It has an image that 
changes from a ‘£’ symbol to the number ‘1’ 
when the coin is seen from different angles. 
It also has very small lettering on both sides 
of the coin and milled edges. It is thinner and 
lighter than the round pound, but its diameter 
is slightly larger. 

While the existing pound coin has changed 
little since 1983, people’s spending habits 
have, with greater use of plastic and the in¬ 
ternet. 

According to figures from the Payments 
Council, cold hard cash accounted for 86 per 
cent of payments in the UK in the mid-1980s, 
but by 2011 this had dropped to 55 per cent. 
The decline in cash usage has coincided with 
the rise in automated payments such as direct 
debits and standing orders. 

Debit cards made up almost one fifth of pay¬ 
ments by 2011, but they made none when the 
£1 coin was first introduced because the debit 
card was not brought in until 1987. 



SERVICE & REPAIRS YOU CAN TRUST | UN< BftgI | 
APPROVED BY MOTORCODES 


www.UNIPARTWALSALL.co.uk 



Interim Service & MOT £89 




MOT WHILE U WAITC9K 

FREE RE-TEST 



FULL ANNUAL AND £4 9f| 

WARRANTY SERVICE FROM ** 1 

- 

i i 

DIAGNOSTICS AND WARNING LAMP FAULTS 


M0T0RH0ME SERVICE AND MOT 


0 ) 

Brakes Clutches Exhausts Cambelt Air Con 


EXPRESS MOTORISTS CENTRE 

146 Bridgeman Street, Walsall WS2 9PG 

B (01922) 632018 — 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5815270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 





‘ARRY’S GROUND FORCE 



• Car Parks, Forecourts 

• Complete Front & Back 
Garden Landscaping 

• We also build extensions 
& conservatories 

^ 20% discount 


Tarmac 
Gravelling 
Trees Lopped 
Quality Paving 
Cotswold Stoning 
Ornamental Walls 


All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 


01922 405760 / 07720 348338 www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 
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Peter principle is recipe for disaster Plea over 


WITH reference to the letter in Chronicle 
on £750,000 salaries to council directors. 

In all facets of life you get what you pay 
for. In employing these high-flying directors 
it is a waste of time and money when those 
below them as managers and supervisors 
were accepted as per the Peter principle. 

What’s that, I hear you ask? The promo¬ 
tion of people as reward for their perfor¬ 
mance in a lesser role, but not necessarily 
with proven competence for the job they 
are going into. Walsall Council, rather than 
get rid of useless people, have indulged in 
promotion of many, painters, plumbers, 
butchers, and metal polishers with no ex¬ 


perience or capability in man-management. 
I recently met a manager, who, other than 
being a painter, had no experience in super¬ 
vision or management whatsoever. When in 
charge of the refurbishment of our flats, I 
was writing out the sheets of work shortfalls 
for him, including reports on scaffolding not 
conforming to health and safety standards - 
he seemed to be struggling. 

When this extends to managers in educa¬ 
tion; road repairs; social services; finances 
and of course becoming a councillor, it is a 
sure recipe for disaster. 

RAY HAMMOND 
Aldridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

We need action to 
prevent fatalities 


Councillor 
comments 
aren’t fair 

IT is not often I put pen to 
paper or fingers to keyboard 
to respond to letters within 
your newspaper, but I feel 
that the recent letter from 
Pete Smith cannot go unan¬ 
swered. I do agree with his 
comments regarding Coun¬ 
cillor Doug James. 

Most of his contribution 
sounds to me like sour 
grapes. Several relatives 
and friends live within Mr 
Smith’s Blakenall Ward, 
and admittedly he has 
helped ‘some’ of the elector¬ 
ate, however a lot of them 
feel they were upset at his 
refusal to fight for Dart¬ 
mouth House. 

That’s why he lost his 
council seat in my opinion 
and as far as I’m aware he 
didn’t ‘fight’ the cuts then 
to keep Dartmouth House 
open even if it meant some 
refurbishment was needed 
to improve services and 
keep the well-used Stroke 
clinic and neuro-rehabilita¬ 
tion team in a centralised 
area. Therefore his attack 
on Councillor James is 
somewhat amusing! 

I admit that Councillor 
James may be publicity 
seeking, it would be hard to 
think otherwise as he is so 
often in the newspaper com¬ 
plaining about one thing or 
another. 

RANNI SUHOOD 

Walsall 


AS a long time disability 
awareness campaigner and 
a political activist, if I may I 
wish to urge the residents of 
West Bromwich Road, WS5 
postcode, to contact their 
local councillors and high¬ 
ways department, and make 
their voices heard regarding 
the increasing near misses 
and fatalities that we have 
endured on this stretch of 
road. 

Since the council decided 
some years ago to create 
a ‘showcase bus route’ be¬ 
tween Walsall and West 
Bromwich and vice versa, 
which incidentally never 
happened, and cost the 
tax payers of Walsall thou¬ 
sands of pounds to relocate 
drainage and service util¬ 
ities as well as removal of 
grass verges, the road was 
widened in some parts to 
three lanes of traffic, and 
the speed of motorists has 
increased. I have assisted 
alongside my current MP 
Valerie Vaz and before her; 


lobbied Bruce George in 
getting some traffic calm¬ 
ing measures installed. I 
even received a fleeting visit 
last year from Steve Pretty, 
head of engineering and 
transportation, who offered 
reassurances that the prob¬ 
lems with this main road 
would be taken seriously. 

Unfortunately this has 
never happened and when¬ 
ever I speak with the council 
it’s always the same story; 
‘other roads in the borough 
are higher priority’. Harden 
Road in Leamore has had 
extensive measures taken 
by installing mini islands 
and speed bumps and yet 
the road is nowhere near 
as busy as this one and is 
certainly not a main road as 
such, in my opinion. 

Excuse my cynicism but 
it would appear that the 
Delves is the ‘forgotten area 
of Walsall’ until election 
time comes around! 

ANDY BROWN 
Walsall 


Barnardo’s 

WE’D like to urge your 
readers to make a new 
year’s resolution to become 
part of a team that helps 
support vulnerable children 
in this area. 

As the UK’s leading 
children’s charity, we at 
Barnardo’s are looking for 
people to volunteer in our 
stores and help us raise 
money to support our local 
projects that work with dis¬ 
advantaged children, young 
people and their families. 

By giving us a little of 
your spare time, you will 
gain invaluable experience 
that could provide a step¬ 
ping stone to a new career 
or an opportunity to add to 
your personal statement for 
college or university. 

Volunteering is also a 
great way to build confi¬ 
dence, meet new people and 
an opportunity to try new 
things. 

Our volunteers - who are 
all ages and come from all 
walks of life - are given full 
training and ongoing sup¬ 
port. 

To find out more about 
volunteering with Bar¬ 
nardo’s, please pop into 
your local Barnardo’s store 
or visit the website at www. 
barnar dos. org.uk/volunteer- 
ing. 

Thank you, we look for¬ 
ward to meeting you in 
2017! 

Roy Clark - Director of 

Retail & Trading 
Barnardo’s 

Postal votes 
fraud fears 

IT’S all very well having 
proof of identity to vote in 
a polling booth, but what 
about the far more serious 
postal vote fraud practised 
in the West Midlands? 

Until Parliament and 
West Midlands councils 
attempt to tackle this far 
more serious voting fraud 
problem, I smell hypocrisy. 

GRAEME CONNINGALE 

Palfrey 

Walsall 



info@pelsallwindows.co.uk 

A MEMBER OF IFENSAI MEMBER NC131948 


Established in 1989 


70mm internally beaded sculptured profile 
28mm double glazed unit 
Full Maintenace & repair service on UPVC 
windows and doors 

^ Double Glazed Units fitted the same day 


‘ We will 
now be open 
Saturdays 
10am-2pm 


10 YEAR INSURANCE 
BACKED GUARANTEE 
NO PRESSURE SELLING 


Windows & Glass Ltd 


Products at tears 
affordable v ofser ^c e 
prices y 

FREE QUOTES 

Suppliers and installers 
of high quality energy 
efficient PVCu products 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


Rollingmill Street 
Walsall WS2 9EQ 


www.pelsallwindows.co.uk 



Suppliers and Installers of;- 

•Windows »Doors •Conservatories *Patio Doors *Bi-Fold Doors 



•Garage Conversions *Car Ports *Canopies •Garage Doors 
•Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 

Rehau 70mm Profih 
Internally Glazed 
Fensa Registered 
No Salesmen 
OAP Discounts 
A+ Rated Windows 
20th year in Business 
Family Run Business 
Secured by Design 
Experienced Fitters 

Tel: 01922 401425 





www.pvcudirect.co.uk pvcudirect@hotmail.co.uk 


HEAD OFFICE SHOWROOM SALES OFFICE 

Unit 1, Croxstalls Close, 34 Portland Road 154c High Street 

Bloxwich. Walsall WS3 2XT Aldridge Bloxwich 

Tel: 0800 917 5266 Walsall WS9 8PZ Walsall WS3 3JT 

Fax: 01922 475719_Tel: 01922 744306 Tel: 0800 917 5266 



9 


8 


OUT 


10 


llifit 


BUY NOW PAY 2018 

INTEREST FREE 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


30 years' experience of manufacturing high 
quality pvcu windows and door products 

Email:info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fac | 0 . r 5pmAAontoTri 

(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) ^ 
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Topside/Silverside £1.99 lb 

Rib eye streak £2.99 lb 

Rump steak £2.99 lb 

Sirloin steak £2.99 lb 

Whole boneless loin pork £1.29 lb 

Whole legs lamb £9.99 each 

5kg chicken fillet £18 

Full selection of other meats at 
greatly reduced prices 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 1935 

38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Tel: 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.ed mund howdle.co.uk for a full price list &c offers 

■ Like us on Facebook 


NIP Winnick in call for 
birthing cap removal 


WALSALL MP David Winnick has 
called for the controversial birth¬ 
ing cap at the Manor Hospital to 
be removed after it was revealed 
that maternity staffing levels are 
now safe. 

Bosses have confirmed 18 midwives 
have been recruited since March when 
the cap was introduced on the back of 
a damning watchdog report. 

It limits deliveries at Moat Road to 4,200 
in a year - a reduction of 700 from the 2015. 

But despite maternity staffing levels now 
being within national requirements trust 
chiefs confirmed in recent days that the cap 
was likely to remain until 2018. 

Walsall North MP Mr Winnick said: “It 
is disappointing. I certainly hoped that the 
cap would be removed before next year. 
Even now I would hope further considera¬ 
tion can be given to reviewing the situation 
and it could be removed at an earlier date. 

Measures 

“I understood the circumstances at the 
time and the priority is the health and wel¬ 
fare of patients, however I still want the cap 
to be removed as quickly as possible.” 

Maternity services at the Manor were 
branded ‘Inadequate’ by the Care Quality 
Commission in January last year contrib¬ 
uting heavily to the trust being placed into 
special measures. 

The midwife to birth ratio was at one to 
37 at the time - way above the national rec¬ 
ommendation of one to 28. Inspectors de¬ 
clared staff shortages compromised patient 
safety. But now the ratio has been brought 
down to one to 26 in 12 months following a 
successful recruitment drive. Manor chiefs 
have confirmed further midwives have also 
been appointed but have yet to start. 

Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust reiterated 
chief executive Richard Kirby’s statement 
last week which declared the cap would 
remain while progress on a £5.6million ex¬ 
pansion of the maternity department con¬ 
tinued. 


Police probe after collision 



The aftermath of the crash in Hospital Street, Walsall (picture by 
Andrew Lambert of Ace Recovery) 


A POLICE investigation has been 
launched after reports a man was 
bundled into a car following a crash. 

The man is thought to have been 
driving a blue Renault Clio which 
crashed into a silver Fiat Punto in 
Hospital Street, Walsall at about 
4pm on Monday, January 9. Eye¬ 
witnesses said he ran away but was 
put into another car, which was 
then driven off. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
man said: “A blue Clio was seized 
from the location and is being fo- 
rensically examined and officers 
continue to make enquiries to locate 


the man. Anyone with information 
is urged to call police on 101.” 

Andrew Lambert, of Ace Recov¬ 
ery, was at the scene at the time 
of the crash. He said: “There were 
three cars involved. The silver car 
had nothing to do with it. He was 
just coming down to the T-junction 
(with Stafford Street) and then he 
got rammed in by the blue Clio.” 

Firefighters were called at about 
4.10pm and made the scene safe. 
Paramedics also attended but the 
Punto’s driver did not want to be 
treated and the other man had left 
the scene by the time they arrived. 


ilsiil! Academy is pleased to announce that applications are 
now being accepted for ; im September 2017 * 


FIRESIDE FACTORY 




DON'T MISS THESE 

AMAZING SALE PRICES 

CALL FIRESIDE FACTORY NOW! 


SEE OVER 100 FIREPLACES 
WITH CAS & ELECTRIC 
FIRES ON DISPLAY-ALLAT 
THE LOWEST PRICES 


AVAILABLE IN 
EVERY STYLE 


WOOD 

BURNING 

STOVES 

FITTED FROM 

£1800 


SELECTED MARBLE 
SURROUNDS 


FROM 

ONLY 


£199 


FIREPLACES & STOVES FROM LEADING MANUFACTURERS • FREE SURVEYS • FREE DELIVERY • EXPERT FITTING 



1st Floor, Units 6 & 7 
Norton Canes Business Park, 

Norton Green Lane, Norton Canes W5119S5 

Tel: 01543 277366 

www.firesidefactory.webs.com 


OPENING HOURS 


Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm 
Sat10am-4pm 

Sunday and Monday - CLOSED 
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Soul singer Jorja 
is on our minds 



Jorja Smith, the 19-year-old Walsall-based soul 
songstress who is tipped to be big in 2017 


A TEENAGE soul singer from Walsall has been tipped as 
one of the up-and-coming artists set to take the UK by 
storm this year. 

Jorja Smith, aged 19, finished fourth in the BBC’s Sound 
of 2017 competition. 

Listing her musical idols, Jorja said: “Amy Winehouse, 
Mos Def and Damian Marley. 

“When I used to go to London, I would listen to Back 
On Both Sides by Mos Def travelling there and back from 
Walsall all the time. 

I try to write as real as possible, even though I make 
things up. 

“They’re based on a truth that I believe. What I’m trying 
to give people is honesty.” 

“I listened to Amy Winehouse’s Frank so much when I 
was growing up and you can believe everything she’s say¬ 
ing, everything is honest. 

“It’s almost like somebody’s talking to you. 

“If you listen to a song, you want it to help you with 
whatever’s going on right now in your life.” 


Driver who 
twice drove 
at officers 
locked up 


A HEROIN user who twice deliberately drove 
at police officers forcing them to leap to safe¬ 
ty has been jailed for 20 months and banned 
from driving. 

The incidents happened within five months of 
each other whilst he drove his disabled mother’s 
Motobility car, Wolverhampton Crown Court heard. 


Patrol officers began fol¬ 
lowing 42-year-old Irfan 
Sanni after the Tiguan 
activated vehicle recog¬ 
nition cameras on June 9 
last year. By the time they 
reached Wednesbury Road, 
Wednesfield, colleagues in 
a marked police car arrived 
on the scene and signalled 
for Sanni to pull over. 

But as one of the officers 
got out of his vehicle, the 
Tiguan shot forward to¬ 
wards him, before mounting 
the pavement and manoeu¬ 
vring around the police car. 

Mr Simon Hanns, pros¬ 
ecuting, said Sanni, from 
Walsall, drove through red 
traffic lights at Corporation 
Street West, continuing 
until he arrived at his house 
in Rutter Street, where he 
was arrested. Whilst on bail 
for dangerous driving, he 
was spotted in the Tiguan 


By Marion Brennan 

on November 17 in a car 
park on Birmingham Road. 
Pc Baker recognised the ve¬ 
hicle and Sanni in the driv¬ 
er’s seat. The court heard 
Sanni quickly covered some¬ 
thing on his lap as Pc Baker 
approached. Suddenly the 
Tiguan lunged forward into 
a bush, said Mr Hanns, be¬ 
fore turning and driving 
straight towards Pc Baker. 
The officer was forced to run 
to avoid the speeding vehi¬ 
cle. Sanni was later arrested 
at a hotel in Walsall. 

Mr David Swinnerton, de¬ 
fending, said Sanni had a 20- 
year heroin habit and had 
been smoking the Class A 
drug in the car park. Sanni, 
of Rutter Street, pleaded 
guilty to two charges of dan¬ 
gerous driving and one of 
obstructing a police officer. 


We will beat any like for like quote. 


FULL REPAIR 
SERVICE 
AVAILABLE, 
CALL FOR 
MORE 
DETAILS 



ESTABLISHED 24 YEARS 


JANUARY SALE 



*AII doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x 7’ or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 


Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 


email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 





are 


w*. 


Your local mobility experts with over 25 years experience 

Thw UrUntttd Company 


OUR CONCERN IS YOU 


Folding walking sticks DISABLED TOILET KEY 
FROM ONLY £7.99 ONLY £2.99 


UNBEATABLE OFFERS 
ON STRAIGHT / CURVED 
STAIR LIFTS 


Limited Offer New 
Straight Stair Lifts 
Suppiied & Fitted 
£1195 

* subject to survey 


Includes 2 year warranty 


Fully fitted stair lifts installed by 
our professionally trained fitters 
stockists of Brooks, used curved 
stair lifts 

FREE HOME SURVEYS & FAST 
FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE! 


KINGSLEY 
LIFT RECLINER 
CHAIR 


ONLY £399 




ONLY £4.00 


JAR OPENER 
ONLY £2 


GRAB RAIL 
ONLY £3 


WE WILL NOT 


ON PRICE 



ONLY £499 

Small Transportable 



ONLY £949 

4 MPH 


ONLY £1495 

8 MPH 



FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cmx2 column advert in Chronicleofyour choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


“My dedicated team have 
the local knowledge to help 
you create a unique funeral 
or memorial at a cost that 
meets your budget ” 

Trevor Palmer - Funeral Director. 


WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL DO 



PELSALL 

01922 685999 

63 Norton Road, Pelsall. 


GREAT WYRLEY 

01922419090 

164 Walsall Road, Great Wyrley. 


Here for you - 24 hours a day! 
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Raiders took 
£350k alcohol 

BRAZEN thieves stole £350,000 of alcohol 
in a break-in at a freight yard in the Black 
Country. Twelve curtain-sided trailers were 
slashed and cases of branded alcohol loaded 
into three vehicles which left the yard sev¬ 
eral times to transfer the bottles into wait¬ 
ing cars before returning to reload. 

The haul included 1,404 bottles of Bull¬ 
dog Gin, 570 bottles of Southern Comfort 
and 960 bottles of Martin Millers Gin. 

The drink was loaded into a white Nis¬ 
san Juke, a white transit-style van with a 
metal ladder on the offside rear door and a 
white box-type van with blue curtains and 
a tail lift. The break-in in Marybrook Road, 
Brownhills, took place over the weekend of 
November 19 and November 21. 

Boss Tony Threlfall said the theft was 
discovered at 3am on the Monday morning 
by a driver reporting for work. It is believed 
the looters broke in through a neighbour¬ 
ing premises and scaled a dividing wall. 


Pay increase to see council 
top brass pocket £750,000 


BOSSES at cash-strapped Walsall 
Council will pocket nearly £750,000 
next year after a pay rise for its top 
brass was given the go-ahead. 

Councillors approved the local authori¬ 
ty’s latest pay policy, which will see execu¬ 
tives’ pay increase by one per cent for the 
2017/18 financial year. 

It comes at a time when the authority needs 
to save £86 million in four years and is set to cut 
hundreds of staff and reduce local services. 

Chief Executive Paul Sheehan will earn 
£196,214. Other salaries include £118,358 for 
an executive director and £90,550 for an assis¬ 
tant director. Other assistant directors will earn 


Report by Jack Averty 


£87,527, £84,510, £81,491 and £78,476. The av- 
erage salary at Walsall Council is £22,434. 

In total the six directors and one chief execu¬ 
tive will pocket £737,126 for the financial year. 

The new salaries have been described as 
‘exorbitant’ by the TaxPayers’ Alliance. John 
O’Connell, the alliance’s chief executive, said: 
“Taxpayers will rightly want answers as to how 
these exorbitant salaries can be justified when 
the public finances are under such strain. 

“Savings need to be found across the public 
sector so there must be scrutiny on all spending 
including top brass pay and perks. 


“The council needs to demonstrate that these 
salaries represent value for money for local 
taxpayers because they pay their council tax to 
fund essential front line services, not inflate the 
pay of town hall bosses.” Councillor Mike Bird, 
leader of the Conservative group in Walsall, de¬ 
scribed the salaries, especially that of the chief 
executive, as the ‘going rate’, adding: “People 
might not like it but it is a fact.” 

Council leader Sean Coughlan, agreed. The 
council also employs big-hitting interim man¬ 
agers, with executive director for change and 
governance Julie Alderson earning up to £1,000 
a day for her four day a week 12-month con¬ 
tract.Ms Alderson is scheduled to work until 
November, having started last month. 


£1m grant for 
air ambulance 

A NEW air ambulance will be taking to the 
region’s skies following a £1 million grant. 

Midlands Air Ambulance, based at RAF 
Cosford, will order the new craft after it 
was announced in the autumn statement 
that the charity would be given the money 
by the Government from the banking fine. 

Hanna Sebright, chief executive for Mid¬ 
lands Air Ambulance Charity, said: “The in¬ 
jection of funds via the banking fine comes 
as very welcome news at the charity as it 
will help further enhance our vitally impor¬ 
tant emergency service. The allocation has 
enabled us to place an order for an upgraded 
H145 helicopter, which will cost in total ap¬ 
proximately £7 million.” 

The charity currently owns one EC 135 
helicopter, based at RAF Cosford in Shrop¬ 
shire and leases two further EC 135 models 
from Babcock Mission Critical Services, 
based at Tatenhill airfield in Staffordshire 
and Strensham Services on the M5 in 
Worcestershire. 



Aldridge 
.Firepl a.ce§ 



FREE FITTING 

excludes fires without surrounds 


CIOO OFF ALL Fireplaces; 
PLACED IN JANUARY 


Offer ends Tuesday 31st January, t’s & c’s apply 

Visit our website for full details of Products and services 

OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 10am-4.30pm 


V. 


51a Anchor Road, Aldridge WS9 8PT 

01922 458017 

www.aldridgeplaces.co.uk 




For more stores please visit 



We pay instant £’s for your unwanted, clean and wearable 
clothing, paired footwear, handbags and accessories! 

O 

© m 

© m 


ALDRIDGE 

B Walsall Road, WS9 0JT (opposite White House Pub) 


RUGELEY 

45 Albion Street, WS15 2BY (opposite Morrisons) 


BROWNHILLS 

1 Silver Court, WS8 6HA 


STAFFORD 

Unit 3 Verulum Court, ST16 3DT (next to the tip) 


OLDBURY 

Unit 7a, Fountain Business Park (comer of Fountain Lane & Bromford Lane), Oldbury, B69 3BH 


CANNOCK 

Hollies Park Road, WS11 1DB (next to Wickes) 


SUTTON COLDFIELD 

Unit 24 Riland Ind. Est. Norris Way, B75 7BB (before the tip) 


KIDDERMINSTER 

9 Mill Street, DY11 6XB Oust off main lights) 


BILSTON 

■5 Bank Street, Wolverhampton, WV14 8PD 


HALESOWEN 

Unit 5 Western Business Park, Coombs Road, Halesowen, B62 8AF 


FREE COLLECTION SERVICE* Minimum of 3 black bags 


Stafford, Rugeley, Cannock, Burntwood, Lichfield 
Walsall, Willenhall, Brownhills, Bilston 

Dudley, Tipton, Rowley Regis, Smethwick, West Bromwich, Halesowen 


More stores in: Willenhall, Forsbrook, Chester, 

Leeds, Telford & Wakefield For your nearest store visit 

mm ©®@ mm 


Kingswinford, Stourbridge, Kiddermisnter, Stourport 
Shifnal, Telford, Bridgnorth, Wolverhampton 
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NEWTREND BATHROOMS] 

•-LIMITED- ' 


1 V 

1 TROUBLE GETTIUG 

. B 

AMILY fill BUSINESS ESTABLISHED IV 2000 

■ OUT OF TOE BOTH? 


BATHROOM 


Walk in showers, baths and wetrooms 

tailored to your needs - 

VAT free in most cases 

Easy clean wall panels - no tiling required! 

Can be installed in just one day - no 

mess, no fuss 

No upfront deposits to pay 

Free seat and grab rails while stocks last! 

Here’s what our customers say: 
“Thank you for supplying our lovely new shower room, 
we’ll definitely recommend” 



FREE SURVEY AND QUOTATION SERVICE BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED FROM £2599 INC TILES 

Mr Breese from Willenhall -Thank you for supplying us with a lovely new bathroom 
Jean Rollings from Aldridge - Big big thank you! Our new bathroom is just perfect 
Mr Walters from Walsall - The transformation from old to new looks brilliant, would 
not hesitate to recommend to others 
‘’Continuous high standard” - Bernard & Barbara, Walsall 
"Thanks for giving us the wow factor” - Mr & Mrs Dekanski 

Open Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm Saturday 9 am-4 pm 

8 Norton Road Pelsall WS3 4AY 01922478723 www.newtrendbathrooms.co.uk E: info@newtrendbathrooms.co.uk 


Mr and Mrs Dale - Walsall 

“Thank you for a job well done and the fitters for the job 
they Mr anc j Mrs Atkinson - Pelsall 


Ca« today for a Free 


No Obligation Quotation 


Wi NAILEDIT 

& 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 






















































New service set to begin for minor illnesses 

A NEW minor illness service has been Practice at Field Street, Willenhall. health services and weekends can also 
launched to take the pressure of surg- Appointments can be booked between be especially busy for A&E and urgent 
ing demand at Walsall Manor Hospi- the times of 8am and 2pm on Satur- care. We hope that these additional 
tal’s A&E. Anyone registered with days, and patients do not need to be GP appointments for minor illnesses 
a Walsall GP can now see a nurse or registered with those practices. The will give all Walsall patients an alter- 
doctor at one of two practices which new service will made available until native to A&E.” 
will be made available. June 10. Last Saturday there were more than 

They will be based at Portland Christopher Blunt, practice man- 200 attendances to the Manor’s emer- 
Medical Practice at Anchor Meadow ager at the Portland surgery, said: gency department, although the num- 
in Aldridge and The Keys Family “Winter is a busy time of year for all bers were less than originally feared. 

Court to hear appeal on 
future of arson-hit pub 

A DISPUTE over the future of 
an fire-ravaged pub will be 
aired in court. 

Walsall Council bosses have de¬ 
manded the owner of The Boat in 
Darlaston clear the site. 

The former pub on Bentley Road 
South, which has been shut for more 
than a decade, was targeted by arson¬ 
ists four times in two weeks last year 
alone. The council has now confirmed 
the landowner has not responded to 
demands to deal with the plot which is 
not only an eyesore but is also a safety 
risk according to firefighters who have 
been called out to tackle the various 
blazes. 

Councillor Doug James, who repre¬ 
sents Darlaston, has been among the 
loudest voices to call for action at the 
site. He said: “The developer has ob¬ 
jected to the 215 notice and it will now 
go to court. The basis of it was that 
firstly, it is an eyesore and also that it 
is unsafe. 

Lessons 

The Darlaston representative said 
the council had to learn lessons from 
the saga with The Boat site when it 
comes to dealing with other derelict 
pubs. He added: “The council has to be 
quicker off the mark with empty and 
vacated premises. 

“We have had gipsy travellers going 
onto derelict pub sites. It is the respon¬ 
sibility of our regeneration section to 
be more thorough and quicker off the 
mark with how they respond. The 
other aspect of this is that we would 
ideally like to conserve some of these 
pubs, some of which are landmarks. 

“We would hopefully like to regen- 



Fire-ravaged pub The Boat, situated in Bentley Road South, Darlaston 


erate some of them with new devel- the former Boat public house, Bentley 
opments and new ownership. The Road South on November 7, last year 
alternative is that they end up been to clear and tidy the site. We recog- 
neglected and ending up in a terrible nise that the amenity of the area is 
mess like we have had down at The adversely affected by the condition of 
Boat. Somebody needs to take some the land. 

responsibility and work out a quicker “The landowner has appealed the 
and more definitive action plan.” Council’s amenity notice through the 

Councillor Lee Jeavons, portfolio courts which is listed for a case man- 
holder for regeneration, said: “Plan- agement hearing at Wolverhampton 
ning officers served a Section 215 Magistrates Court towards the end of 
amenity notice on the landowner of January.” 




Have you always wanted the kitchen of your dreams, but can't quite 
justify paying the expensive price tag that comes with it? 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and worktops. 

Trusted reputation 
FREE estimating & planning 

Huge choice of worktops, doors, appliances, sinks & taps 


DREAM DOORS 




NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Call today for a FREE estimate: 01922 896241 

Visit our showroom: 14 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, 

Proud members of Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA 
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The Old Deanery, which was replaced in the 1930s by Wolverhampton Polytechnic 


Sedgley’s Bullring, seen during the early 20th century Digitalising glass negatives, volunteer Steve Martin, at Wolverhampton City Archives 



The iconic curved building which was the Victoria Hotel, 
now The Britannia Hotel situated in Lichfield Street 


Steve brings pictures of 
city into the digital age 


A VAST collection of some 
of the oldest photographs 
of Wolverhampton and sur¬ 
rounding areas in existence 
is being computerised for the 
new digital generation. 

More than 2,000 glass negatives, 
some more than 120 years old, are 
being converted to the new technol¬ 
ogy - and all by one man, prompted by 
his combined love of history and his 
adopted city. 

Steve Martin spends a couple of 
days a week at the Wolverhampton 
Archives in Waterloo Road hunched 
over the dusty glass plates - the pre¬ 
decessor of photographic film - and is 
now more than halfway through the 
project. 

The images include an early Wolves 
match, showing the players in knee 
breeches, with the spectators watch¬ 
ing from a grassy bank just yards from 
the pitch. 

Another shows a ward in the vast 
King Edward VII Memorial Wing 
which was added to the overcrowded 
Wolverhampton and Staffordshire 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


General Hospital, later renamed the 
Royal Hospital, in 1923. 

Some of the glass plates are so big 
he has had to process them in three 
or four sections and ‘stitch’ them to¬ 
gether. 

Hardly any of the photographs are 
identified or dated but help has been 
at hand from the Wolverhampton Lit¬ 
erary & Scientific Society whose mem¬ 
bers have been assisting by posting 
the images on its Facebook page, and 
inviting suggestions. 

Software 

“We have no idea of the sources,” 
said Mr Martin, who lives off Tetten- 
hall Road. “The negatives have not 
been catalogued, and we don’t know 
how long they have been there.” 

The keen photographer volunteered 
himself for the task and uses his own 
equipment to scan the images, includ¬ 
ing a software programme to stitch the 
bigger images together. A native Lon¬ 


doner, he has lived in Wolverhampton 
for 28 years and enjoys great views 
of the city from his 10th floor flat, 
but says: “I wish I’d known Wolver¬ 
hampton in those days.” The archives’ 
old-fashioned negatives date from the 
late 1800s, with many of the First 
world War period, and include some 
from the 1950s. 

The sources of some of the negatives 
is known, with many of the church in¬ 
teriors bearing the stamp of profes¬ 
sional photographer Bennett Clark 
while others came from individuals 
andnewspapers. 

He says: “The collection is a hotch¬ 
potch of images but together they pro¬ 
vide a rich photographic tapestry of 
how Wolverhampton used to look.” 

* The Chronicle’s sister newspaper, 
the Express & Star is working with 
Wolverhampton Archives and the Uni¬ 
versity of Wolverhampton to digitise 
its collection of historic photographs. 
The project secured £59,000 in Herit¬ 
age Lottery Fund support to develop 
plans to create a free to use website. 
To find out more go to: https://twitter. 
com/esphotoarchive or www.facebook. 
com/photoarchivebid/ 



The site of the Royal London Building pre-1900 





A Wolves match taking place at the Molineux in the 
1890s, with a supporters stand in the distance 







/ FITTING SERVICE 
/METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 


y 9 .y 


01922 611253 


j 


www.wmgaragedoors.co.uk 

sales@wmgaragedoors.co.uk # 




INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 
















































































Unit to offer babies extra care on way 



The transitional care midwives, with centre, wearing the darker blue uniform, ward manager Leanne Tudor 


A SPECIAL unit for babies who re¬ 
quire extra care is set to be launched 
at Walsall Manor Hospital. 

The transitional care unit will be 
created next month on Ward 24 the 
Foxglove Ward, and be staffed by 
eight midwives. It will cater for new¬ 
borns who do not require admission to 
the neonatal unit, who may have been 
born prematurely, had a low birth rate 
or have a condition which affects their 
temperature and ability to feed. 

The facility will mean mothers can 
spend longer with their babies as they 
receive extra support. Some cases 
could be dealt with in as little as 48 


hours while others may require a 10- 
day stay if the babies develop an in¬ 
fection. 

Rachel Overfield, Walsall Health¬ 
care NHS Trust Director of Nursing, 
said: “Most Trusts have a transitional 
care unit and it has long been recog¬ 
nised that we have a gap in this type 
of provision in Walsall. 

“Our staff have worked creatively to 
come up with the best place to house 
this unit and ensure it is staffed ad¬ 
equately, using the existing space we 
have. It will be staffed by eight of our 
existing midwives who want to develop 
their skills and knowledge further in 


this area of care and we’re looking for¬ 
ward to opening it up in February. 

“It is so important for new mums to 
be given as much opportunity as possi¬ 
ble to bond with their babies and even 
more so if those babies have additional 
care needs. Keeping mum and baby to¬ 
gether is extremely important and the 
transitional care unit is a positive ad¬ 
dition to our maternity services.” 

Midwife Emma Rawling said: “The 
unit will help us to reduce separation 
rates for Walsall mums and their ba¬ 
bies at what is a very special time and 
it will also help to reduce some of the 
pressures on our neonatal unit.” 
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See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

- www.glideandslide.co.uk 

WIDE OLIDE Te |. oimb 679202 

QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 



EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


• Made to order, with a large choice of colours 
and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 

• Available to trade and retail 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 



www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Visit our showroom: Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 


Walsall Leisure 



Walsall Council 


Leisure Services from Walsall Council 


re ce 


Choose your package: 


All inclusive membership 


£25 per month includes swimming, gym, classes and health suite 



£15 per month for swimming and gym (restricted access to gyms between 
5-8pm Monday to Friday) 



Restrictions do not apply at Walsall Gala, Darlaston Pool or specialist sessions. 


£365 all inclusive price includes swimming, gym, classes and health suite for all 
members of the household (two adults and up to four children under 16 years) 


Children must be aged 11-15 years (14-15 years at Gala and Darlaston) to use the gym and must be accompanied by a paying adult. 
The minimum age for the health suite entry is 16 years. Age restrictions apply to classes - please see programme for details. 


Available at: 


Bloxwich Active Living Centre 


Tel: 01922 652900 


Oak Park Active Living Centre 


Darlaston Swimming Pool 


el: 01922 652255 


Walsall Gala Swimming and Fitness Centre 



173B Walsall Road, Bridgtown, Cannock WS11 OJH Next to The Lighting Bug 

Tel: 01543 898585 www.cannockfireplaces.co.uk 


www.walsall.gov.uk/leisure 
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Fight to keep 
bowling greens 

REMOVING public bowling greens and 
cricket pitches will lead to a rise in van¬ 
dalism and an extra strain on the NHS, a 
campaigner has warned. 

David Elwell, secretary of Brownhills 
and Oak Park Bowls Club, was speaking at 
a Walsall Council meeting as he presented 
a petition with more than 1,700 signatures. 

In a cost-cutting measure, the council 
has proposed to stop maintaining bowl¬ 
ing greens at Anchor Meadow, parks in 
Leamore, Oak, Palfrey, Pelsall, Pleck and 
Rushall. It has also proposed to stop main¬ 
taining cricket pitches at King George V 
playing fields, Broadway West and Pleck 
park. 

Mr Elwell said the move would put an 
extra strain on the NHS as cricket and 
bowls were the only exercise most of the el¬ 
derly members got.Councillor Chris Jones, 
the environment lead for Walsall, said 
no final decision had been made over the 
pitches and that the council would consider 
Mr Elwell’s comments. 


Petition launched calling for 
Shropshire rail link to reopen 


A PETITION has been launched call¬ 
ing for the reopening of railway lines 
linking Stafford and Shrewsbury. 

Almost 170 people have signed the peti¬ 
tion, calling for a new Shrewsbury to Wal¬ 
sall service, stopping at Wellington, New¬ 
port, Stafford and Rugeley. 

Oliver Ashton, who has launched the petition, 
said it was sparked after it took him an hour and 
a half to get to a job interview in Cannock. 

He says the journey would take just 43 min¬ 
utes, if the former line was reinstated. 

Councillor Chris Baron, who represents the 
Forebridge ward where Stafford Railway Sta¬ 
tion is situated, said that she would welcome 
the move. “I don’t use the train much but it has 
always been difficult to get to Shrewsbury as far 


Report by Tom Oakley 


as I’m concerned,” she said. “I was in the park 
in town and was speaking to a woman who had 
come from Nuneaton. 

“She told me her friend had recommended 
Stafford to her and she had just come to visit 
the park and town. 

“I thought that was amazing that people were 
travelling from quite far just to visit the town. 
It’s important to get people into the town from 
different places.” 

Meanwhile, Telford & Wrekin Councillor Eric 
Carter, chairman of the Shropshire, Telford 
& The Marches Strategic Rail Group, said the 
plans were something he had long had an am¬ 
bition for. Currently, the former line is a cycle 


path and walking route but Councillor Carter 
said there is still a chance it could be developed 
in the future, with a Newport station close to 
the Audley Avenue business park. 

He said that due to housing developments on 
the site of the former line, it may be difficult, but 
was something he was passionate to keep pres¬ 
sure on. He said: “I’m not saying we can’t do it, 
I’m saying it would be difficult but everything 
in life is difficult and we should have ambition.” 

It comes after it was announced in October 
that Stafford railway station will become a ‘HS2 
hub’ linking Staffordshire and Shropshire to 
the super-fast network. It was also claimed that 
the move could have a knock-on effect on the 
surrounding network, with plans to electrify the 
line between Shrewsbury and Wolverhampton, 
and further proposals to extend that route di¬ 
rectly to the new hub in Stafford. 


Dog thrown out 
of moving car 

A DOG was thrown out of a car that was 
travelling at 40mph, the RSPCA has said. 

Two people walking home from New 
Year’s Eve celebrations saw a brown female 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier thrown from the 
car in Willenhall. 

The dark-coloured Ford Focus was travel¬ 
ling at about 40mph on High Road at about 
2am. 

The people who saw the car were unable 
to get its registration number. 

RSPCA inspector Rob Crutchley, who is 
investigating, said: “The dog had an injury 
to her leg as a result of the incident, which 
was immediately treated. 

“It was very shocking for the two people 
who found her. The dog was terrified after 
her ordeal. 

“She is not microchipped so we have no 
way of tracing where she came from. We’d 
also like to rule out whether she was stolen. 

“We are keen to speak to anyone who has 
any information to get in touch with us in 
complete confidence on 0300 123 8018.” 

The dog is currently in the care of the 
local dog wardens. 
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FRIEDRICHS ATAXIA - £1,095 

WHICH WILL HELP BRADLEY - ALDRIDGE 

DWARFISM- £1,500 

DONATED TO HARLEY IN BROWNHILLS TO HELP PURCHASE AN ADAPTED BIKE. 

DWARFISM - £1,210 

DONATED TO HEIDI IN PELSALL TO HELP PURCHASE ADAPTED ITEMS REQUIRED. 


£ 6,805 


MOTOR NEURONES - £3,000 

DONATED TO THE WALSALL BRANCH DEVINDER KALKAT - 
THIS MONEY WILL BE USED FOR PEOPLE IN THE 
WALSALL AREA ONLY TO HELP PURCHASE 
ADAPTABLE BEDS OR CHAIRS OR ADAPTIONS THAT PEOPLE MAY REQUIRE. 




Once again this could not have been raised without the support from a marvellous circle of friends and the customers 
who have donated items, sold items and spread the word for the charity a very big thank you to everyone concerned 
and to know that the money is going to help the local people in our surrounding areas makes it all worthwhile. 

A very big Thank You to all the staff at Food Delicious, High St Walsall Wood, The Cafe High Street, Walsall Wood, 
Ron Cockayne Butchers, The Precinct, Aldridge and Simply Delicious, High Street Aldridge. 

Also a thank you to Linda who joined the Charity and helped for two and a half years and left in August 2016. 


This year there will be different ideas for raising the money for the Charities for 2017. 
Watch this space we will advertise events and ideas after March. Tel: Ann on 07951499163. 



LEON 




SCOTTISH HIGHLAND BREAK 


MINI CRUISE TO AMSTERDAM 






LLANDUDNO BARGAIN BREAK 




WARNERS BREAK 

NORTON GRANGE COASTAL VILLAGE 

5 Days Monday 27th March £199 

Norton Grange has stunning views over the solent 
and charming chalet style rooms 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 


RISBORO HOTEL 

5 Days Monday 13th February £165.00 

A 2* Family Run Hotel with Great Entertainment 
Situated just a short walk to the shops and promenade 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• 4 Nights Bed, Breakfast and Evening Meal 

• Evening Entertainment and “Cabaret Night in the 
Ballroom” 

• Excursion to City of Bangor 

• Excursion to Porthmadog & Betws-Y-Coed 


SALUTATION HOTEL - PERTH 

5 Days Monday 27th March £199 

Well situated in the centre in one of the country’s 
smallest cities 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• 4 Nights Bed, Breakfast and Evening Meal 

• 3 Complimentary Drinks Vouchers per day 

• 2 Days Soup and Sandwiches 

• 2 Days Packed Lunches 

• 2 Nights Entertainment 

• Excursion to St Andrews 

• Excursion to Crieff Visitor Centre and 
Caithness Glass 


3 Days Friday 24th March Only £79.00 

Enjoy this Taster Mini Cruise and enjoy the onboard 
entertainment, or chance your luck in the casino 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• Cabin Only Accommodation 
(based on bunk cabins)* 

* Upgraded cabins available 

• Free time in Amsterdam 

• Free time in Newcastle Upon Tyne 


4 Nights Bed, Breakfast 
and Evening Meal 
* ^(flh^MrtgirrW,l^t £ ■ . 
Visit to Godshill and 
Newport 

Visit to Cowes and Ryde 




NOW PICKING UP AT WALSALL, 
DUDLEY & WOLVERHAMPTON! 
FREE HOLIDAY PARKING AT OUR DEPOT. 

CALL: 01922 211400 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURES 
VISIT: WWW.LE0NSH0LIDAYS.C0.UK 

CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
OF COACH HOLIDAYS 
























Mayor’s streetwise 
effort for charity 



Mayor Kath Phillips at Corporation Street, Caldmore, her 
birthplace, where she was starting her fundraising walk 


THE Mayor of Walsall has celebrated turning 70 by tak¬ 
ing part in a fundraising walk around the borough for her 
chosen charity. 

Councillor Kath Phillips, who was born in Caldmore on 
January 11 in 1947, took part in the tour to celebrate places 
which have been important to her. 

She was due to clock up somewhere between five and six 
miles with the effort in aid of St Giles Hospice. 

The walk started off at the house she was born at, in Cor¬ 
poration Street, before she made her way to Walsall Town 
Hall. After that she went on to Stafford Street and passed 
Walsall Magistrates’ Court. 

From then on, she ventured to Leamore and her current 
church, Blakenall United Reformed Church, in Blakenall 
Lane. 

Then she was due to go to Blakenall Parish Church be¬ 
fore visiting St John’s Methodist Church in Bloxwich - a 
special place because it is where attended as a child and 
where she was married. 

She then travelled along Bloxwich High Street, Lichfield 
Road and Little Bloxwich School before returning home to 
Tipton Close. 


Shortage 
of hospital 
beds across 
the region 


FEWER than 300 beds were available to new 
patients at hospitals in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire on New Year’s Day due to 
winter pressure. 

New figures from NHS England have revealed the 
number of beds occupied at hospitals between De¬ 


cember 1 and January 1. 

At Walsall’s Manor Hospi¬ 
tal, just eight out of a total 
516 beds were free. Three 
beds were available at the 
Worcestershire Acute Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust, which 
includes Kidderminster 
Hospital and Treatment 
Centre, with 703 beds filled 
out of 706. 

New Year’s Day was also 
difficult for The University 
Hospitals of North Midlands 
NHS Trust, which includes 
County Hospital in Stafford, 
as there were only 33 beds 
spare when 1,307 were filled 
out of the total 1,340. 

At The Royal Wolver¬ 
hampton NHS Trust, which 
runs New Cross Hospital, 
there were 661 patients in 
beds leaving 99 empty out 
of the 760 total available. 

It was a similar picture 
over at Sandwell General 
Hospital, run by Sandwell 


By Judith Hawkins 

And West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust,with 562 
beds occupied out of a total 
of 652, leaving 90 available. 
And at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital, run by The Dudley 
Group NHS Foundation 
Trust, 654 beds were taken 
out of a total of 719, leaving 
65. 

Gwen Nuttall, chief oper¬ 
ations officer for The Royal 
Wolverhampton NHS Trust, 
said: “Providing high qual¬ 
ity, safe healthcare for every 
one of our patients 24 hours 
a day, every day of the year 
is always our number one 
priority. It is testament to 
the commitment and dedi¬ 
cation of our staff that the 
care we provided was of the 
standard our patients ex¬ 
pect and deserve.” 




Parker Knoll 


(HALO u l . 


YEARS 


payable £324 Su 


selected 

ranges 


PRICE 

PROMISE 


0800 088 7044 


r NEW 

BROCHURE 

For 

l2017 


Over 40 Styles & Colours I £ 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

The Winter Sale offer is on now and 
all weekend at Cousins. 

There's huge reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 

At (ousins we've got a really 
big store full of CittCe wonderi... 


LN 


35 % 

Off 


£599 


SILENTNIGHT MOONSTONE 

MIRACOIL DOUBLE 2 DRAWER 

DIVAN 

Was £799 

SAVE £200 


[>»KIATA 


< ri. *■ 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


*★★★★ 

feefo 


(ousins 


a true family business 


Open 7 days a week 

Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 

Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 

A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


* Free parking 

* Instore restaurant 

* Large stocks 

* Immediate delivery 




Oven 1 
Wizards 

rtfNKRV4M* If r» 

We clean your oven. 

so you don’t have to. 

Call today to have your oven, 
hob, extractor or Aga 
professionally cleaned 

David Allen contact details 
Tel 01543 672517 
Mob tel. 07505 485414 
www.ovenwizards.com 


transform Your. Kitchen 


But First - Request your FREE Brochure! 

DON’T throw out 
costly cabinets 
when you can 
re-use them! 

We Can 
Replace 
the 

Door 

Doors 
'*2 More 
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Suicidal mental 
health sufferer 
inhaled helium 


A MAN died after inhaling helium, 
an inquest heard. Travis Hunter, 
aged 32, from Gower Street, Wal¬ 
sall, left a suicide note telling his 
flatmate not to enter his room. 

A hearing at Black Country Coro¬ 
ners Court heard he had a history of 
mental health problems and irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS). 

Police and paramedics attended the flat 
at 7.20pm on November 23 after his flat¬ 
mate, Benjamin Dennis, called 999 after 
finding the note. Mr Hunter was taken 
to Walsall Manor Hospital where he died 
later that night. The hearing heard how 
the night before Mr Hunter’s death he had 
stayed up until the early hours with his flat¬ 
mate watching movies. 

An Argos receipt found following Mr 
Hunter’s death revealed how later that day 
he purchased a helium gas cylinder. 

Mr Dennis, from Bloxwich, said: “There 


was nothing the day before that suggested 
he was going to do anything like that. Yet as 
soon as I woke up I saw the note in front of 
his door. I tried calling his name but he did 
not respond so I started pushing the door 
but it was blocked by something. Then I as¬ 
sumed the worse.” 

Mr Hunter had threatened to take his 
life just days before when an appointment 
didn’t go to plan. He also had medical condi¬ 
tions and was awaiting a specialist gastroin¬ 
testinal operation. The cause of death given 
was asphyxia due to helium inhalation. A 
post mortem revealed that no drugs or alco¬ 
hol were in his system. 

Assistant Coroner Mr Smiley said: “He 
suffered with IBS that gave him pain, dis¬ 
comfort and contributed to how he behaved. 
Two separate notes were found and clearly 
stated that he wanted to take his own life. 

“Therefore I am satisfied that this was a 
suicide attempt.” Mr Smiley gave a conclu¬ 
sion of suicide. 


Arsenal sign gem dug up by Pitmen 


RISING star Cohen Bramall is revel¬ 
ling in his move to Arsenal after go¬ 
ing from being made redundant to the 
Premier League in less than a month. 

The 20-year-old left-back, who was 
let go from his role at Bentley’s factory 
in Crewe just before Christmas, has 
completed his move to the top-flight 
side from seventh-tier Hednesford 
Town. The fee was undisclosed but 
believed to be around £40,000, and 
Bramall has put pen to paper on a two- 
and-a-half-year contract. 

He will earn a reported £3,000 a 
week - believed to be around 20 times 
what he was on with the Pitmen. “In¬ 
credible, incredible. It’s a dream come 
true... I can’t believe that I’m here al¬ 
ready. It’s mental,” said Bramall. 

“On the Tuesday, I was made re¬ 
dundant from Bentley Motors and on 
the Wednesday, Arsenal came in. I was 
gobsmacked and took the chance with 
both hands.” 

On meeting Gunners boss Arsene 
Wenger, who has guided Arsenal 
to three Premier League triumphs, 
Bramall said: “There was chemistry 
there straight away. I think he’s a 
great guy and hopefully I can impress 
him.” 

Wenger said of Bramall: “He has 
tremendous pace, a good left foot, a 
great desire to do well. Overall, he’s a 
very exciting prospect.” 

Steve Price, Hednesford Town 
Chairman, added: “We are all de¬ 
lighted for Cohen in what is a fantastic 
move for him to Arsenal.” 


Arsenal unveil new signing Cohen Bramall, formerly of Hednesford Town 


NHS trust 
in libraries 
drop-in bid 

DUDLEY and Walsall Men¬ 
tal Health Partnership NHS 
Trust is holding a series of 
drop-in events at libraries 
within the Dudley borough. 

The emotional health 
and wellbeing drop-ins are 
run by the Trust’s Commu¬ 
nity Development Workers 
(CDWs) and will provide 
members of the public the 
opportunity to find out more 
information about improv¬ 
ing their mental health and 
overall wellbeing within a 
friendly, safe and comforta¬ 
ble environment. 

The drop-ins are a chance 
for the local community to 
gain information from the 
CDW team, who will be on 
hand to signpost individuals 
and support them in con¬ 
tacting appropriate services 
and organisations. 

These sessions will run 
between 1-2.30pm at Dud¬ 
ley Library, on February 
15 at Stourbridge Library, 
at Halesowen Library on 
March 2 between 10am and 
12pm and at the same time 
on March 30 at Brierley Hill 
Library. 



1 in 5 boilers 
won't make 
it this year 



Subject to T&Cs, exclusions and geographic restrictions. Standalone offer. Offer ends 31 March 2017. Boiler breakdown claim based on October 2013 uswitch 
survey. £0 for the first 3 months and then from £16.90 for the remaining 9 months when you take shield gas heating or shield gas boiler care (excluding flexi). 


UNLOCKYOUR 
BUSINESS 



REACHING 14,393 MORE HOMES THEN ANY OTHER 
LOCAL WEEKLY NEWSPAPER IN WALSALL 

Find out how your business can reach more readers every week, 
call Julie on 01922444339 

SOURCE: ABC Jan-Jun 2016 | JICREG 01.11.2016 | CIN Media Jan 2017 


VVUI^UM 

CHRONICLE 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY WITH OUR BRONZE 
FIXED PRICE RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 



• 5cm x 2 column advert in • 5 line advert to appear in Express 

Express & Star (Thursday) & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in • We will run the lineage and 

Chronicle of your choice online advert on a daily basis 

• Two week listing on jobs. until you fill the vacancy 

e>pressandst a ,.com Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


*AII prices are subject to VAT 
































Parking fears residents hit out as 
approval is given for care home 


RESIDENTS are furious after coun¬ 
cil bosses gave the go-ahead for 
a care home in their road despite 
fears a lack of parking spaces would 
make their lives ‘absolute hell.’ 

Neighbours object to the scale of the 
centre, for adults with learning and phys¬ 
ical difficulties, arguing that the council 
has rejected previous planning bids for 
smaller schemes at the site in Barnard 
Road, Wednesfield. 


BY MARION BRENNAN 


Opponents say the figures do not add up - 
with 10 staff due to work the day shift but only 
eight parking spaces provided, with no provi¬ 
sion given to visiting relatives, medics or de¬ 
livery drivers. 

Councillor Phil Bateman, who represents 
Wednesfield North, said Barnard Road was al¬ 
ready on a council register of roads with exist¬ 
ing parking problems. 

Over the past 10 years residents have suc¬ 


cessfully campaigned against attempts to de¬ 
velop the site, including plans for an 11-bed 
care home, houses and a three-storey apart¬ 
ment block. 

But planning bosses at Wolverhampton City 
Council agreed to allow the latest proposal for 
the 16-bed home despite a 150-signature pe¬ 
tition and letters from residents. Denise Fla¬ 
nagan, operations manager for Voyage Care, 
which will run the home, said the facility would 
house local people who had been forced to live 
outside the city because of a lack of appropriate 
accommodation. She said their residents had a 


right to live in their home city and that the ma¬ 
jority of their staff did not drive cars but used 
public transport. 

But Wednesfield South councillor Greg 
Brackenridge said: “Eight spaces, 10 members 
of staff, immediately it doesn’t fit. Given that 
there are 370sq metres on the site not taken up 
by the building, I suggest we ask the applicant 
to look at the plans again and come back with 
more parking spaces.” 

The council’s head of planning Stephen Al¬ 
exander said he felt eight spaces did not con¬ 
stitute a ‘significant safety issue’ on the road. 


Apprentices 
jobs fair due 

A COLLEGE will host an apprenticeships 
jobs fair on Saturday. Walsall College, which 
has more than 90 apprenticeship vacancies, 
will run the event from 10am to 2pm at its 
Wisemore Campus. 

Visitors will be able to find out more 
about the opportunities and apply for 
vacancies. Employers such as Bhandals 
Dental Practice, HCB Solicitors, The West 
Brom building society and Midland VW will 
be in attendance. 

James Norris, assistant principal for 
commercial development at the college, 
said: “Apprenticeships provide young peo¬ 
ple with the opportunity to gain valuable 
skills and real work experience that will 
lead to greater employment prospects in 
the future.” 
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USE YOUR LOFT! 



Loft Ladders \s 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloft Jrstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 
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Streetly Community Centre, 

The Council House, 

Pelsall Village Centre, 

Brownhills Library, 

Essington Lodge, 

Foley Road East, 

Lichfield Street, 

High Street, 

Park View Centre, 

106 Essington Road, 

Streetly, 

Walsall, 

Pelsall, 

Chester Road North, 
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• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 
throughout 

• One night dinner, bed 
& breakfast at our select hotel 

• A visit to York 

• 70 minute journey on the Worth Valley Railway 
onboard The Flying Scotsman 


2 DAY BREAKS IN BRITAIN 

Sat 28 Jan Beamish 8< Whitby... 

Sat 28 Jan Buxton Market & Southport.. 

Sat 28 Jan Durham 8< Whitby Luxury.. 

Sat 4 Feb Chesterfield Market & York. 

Sat 4 Feb Llandudno, Chester & Conwy Valley. 

Sat 4 Feb Torquay & Exeter..... 

Sat 4 Feb Emmerdale Studio Experience. 

Sat 11 Feb Beautiful Windermere & Skipton Market... 

Sat 11 Feb Canterbury & Riverside London.. 

Sat 11 Feb Eastbourne & Brighton.. 

Sat 11 Feb Norwich, Yarmouth 8( The Broads. 

Sat 11 Feb Tower of London 8< Canterbury... 

Sat 18 Feb Torquay 8< Bath.... 

Sat 18 Feb Emmerdale Studio Experience.. 


^Explore Europe be best of Europe 


4/5/7/14 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Fri 27 Jan 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi£279 
Sun 5 Feb 7 Rome and Taste of Italy k evening meaisi.. £289 
Mon 6 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel ib&bi £269 

Mon 6 Feb 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £119 

Mon 6 Feb 5 Three Counties Inclusive Special. £149 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Disneyland Spectacular at Dream Castle ib&bi £339 
Fri 10 Feb 7 Lemon Festival & Italian Riviera Inclusive.. £339 

Fri 10 Feb 4 Paris Weekend Superdeal ib&bi .£149 

Fri 10 Feb 7 Venice Carnival Spectacular 12 evening meaisi.. £299 

Mon 13 Feb 5 Amsterdam, Cologne & Valkenburg. £239 

Sun 19 Feb 7 Lake Garda & Venice All-Inclusive. £339 

Sun 19 Feb 14 Spring Sunshine on the Costa Brava Coast. £499 
Mon 20 Feb 4 Disneyland Paris at the Magic Circus ib&bi £349 
Mon 20 Feb 5 Ostend All Inclusive. £229 



Fri 10 February 

£269 


Fri 24 February 

£279 

Children (all dates) 

£99 


I 


Coach travel with reser 
seating throughout 
Three nights dinner, bed & continental 
breakfast at the B&B Hotel. 

Two days admission to Disneyland Park & 

Walt Disney Studios Park 

Free shuttle bus to and from the Disney parks 



• Coach travel with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed & 1,1 
breakfast at our select hotel 

• Visit to York 

• Admission to Good Mourning Mrs Brown at 
First Direct Arena, Leeds. Age 16+ 


With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Fri 3 Feb Motown's Greatest Hits - Live in Manchester... £89 
Sat 4 Feb London & Star Wars Identities at the 02 ib&bi .... £99 

Sat 4 Feb Showaddywaddy - Live in Manchester.£99 

Sat 4 Feb Stand By Me - The Ben E King Revue... £99 
Sat 4 Feb Strictly Come Dancing - The Live Tour! .£119 

Sat 11 Jan The Story of The Bee Gees.£89 

Wed 15 Feb Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom & Blackpool Funtime... £79 

Sat 18 Feb Blood Brothers 8( Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 18 Feb Motown The Musical - London Showtime ib&bi ... £139 
Sat 18 Feb School of Rock - London Showtime ib&bi ... £139 

Fri 24 Feb Paul Carrack - Live in Concert ib&bi.£99 

Sat 25 Feb Cirque Du Soleil - Spectacular!...£139 

Sat 25 Feb Les Miserables - London Showtime ib&bi . £149 
Sat 25 Feb Phantom of The Opera - London Showtime ib&bi ... £139 
Sat 25 Feb Sister Act 8< Historic York.. £99 


1 

2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 4 Feb Liverpool 8< Hobbycraft - Live.£69 

Sat 25 Feb Leeds and York Jorvik Viking Festival.£79 

Sat 25 Feb London Spectacular & The Classic Car Show... £119 
Sat 18 Mar Ramsbottom Chocolate Festival & The Lakes.... £79 

Sat 25 Mar Manchester Bike Show 8< Liverpool.£89 

Sat 1 Apr Victoria at Harewood House.£89 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special..£119 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market 8< Harrogate Flower Show.. £99 

Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi.£99 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show & Liverpool.£79 

Sat 24 Jun Harlow Carr Flower Show........£99 


§ sensational Special Events. 


Double Bill Tribute 


Fri 24 February 

£99 I 

Fri 17 March 

£99 | 


ELTON JOHN/ROD STEWART 
AMY WINEHOUSE/ADELE 


• Coach travel with reserved seating 

• Two nights dinner, bed 8c breakfast at the 
Seascape Hotel, Torquay 

• Two quality tibute acts, one each evening 

• '2 for T drinks at the bar for three hours each 
evening 

• Visit to Clevedon Pier and Gloucester Historic 
Docks 


^family funtS for all the family! 
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Sat 18 March 

£99 

Sat 22 July 

£119 

Sat 15 April 

£119 

Sat 5 Auqust 

£119 

Sat 27 May 

£119 

Sat 19 Auqust 

£119 

Sat 24 June 

£119 

Sat 23 September 

£99 


• Coach travel with reserved 
seating 

• One night bed 8c breakfast 
at our select hotel 

• Included admission to 
LEGOLAND® on both days. 



2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 28 Jan Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Thu 16 Feb Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 18 Feb Legoland Discovery 8< Blackpool funtime.... £79 
Sat 18 Feb Polar Bears, Penguins 8< Kingdom of Ice...£99 

Sat 18 Feb Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 25 Mar Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Thu 6 Apr Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Polar Bears, Penguins 8< Kingdom of Ice.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor ..£99 
Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime ....£89 
Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins 8< Kingdom of Ice...£89 
Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor..£99 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.£89 

Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins 8< Kingdom of Ice ....£99 
Sat 24 Jun Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor... £99 




FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH ONE OF OUR FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGES 


Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


Campaigners keep the 
fight alive over library 



Resident Stan Zetie talking at the meeting A packed out hall at Blackwood Methodist Church, Streetly 

No surrender for city, despite cuts, pledge 


CAMPAIGNERS fighting to 
keep a Black Country libr¬ 
ary open have held a public 
meeting as they look to pile 
the pressure on the Coun¬ 
cil proposing its closure. 

Walsall Council has proposed 
to close Streetly Library, along 
with 15 others in the borough, 
as it looks to make £86 million 
of savings by 2020. 

On Monday campaigners fight¬ 
ing for Streetly library handed a 
petition in to Walsall Council, now 
a public meeting has been held as 
residents have been urged to write 
letters about their experiences of 
using the library. 

Speaking about the public meet¬ 
ing, which was held on Saturday 
morning at Blackwood Methodist 
Church, chief campaigner Stan 
Zetie said: “I think it went well. 
We used the meeting to update peo¬ 
ple about the latest on the library 
as well as to take their own action 
by doing things such as holding 
demonstrations and writing letters. 

En-masse 

“Our next step is that we are 
encouraging people who use the li¬ 
brary to write letters about their ex¬ 
periences so we can collecting these 
and hand them into the council 
en-masse. The public consultation 
may have ended but the cabinet 
meeting is not until February 8 and 
full council until February 23 so we 
need to keep the pressure up.” 

Streetly is one of 15 libraries 
in the borough that has been ear¬ 
marked for closure. Walsall Council 
has proposed shutting 15 of the 16 
libraries and keeping just the cen¬ 
tral library in Walsall town centre. 
Under plans this library would also 
contain the local history centre and 
Walsall Leather Museum. 

Asked about why he thought 
Streetly Library should remain 
open, Mr Zetie said: “We get a lot 
of OAPs and mothers with their 
children come in. It is difficult to 
get the bus if you’re a mother with 
a couple of kids in a pushchair or an 
OAP with limited mobility. Without 
Streetly library these people would 
have nowhere to go.” 


BIRMINGHAM City Council leader 
John Clancy has declared he won’t 
be ‘raising the white flag of surren¬ 
der’ despite the local authority fac¬ 
ing the seventh successive year of 
significant spending cuts. 

In a defiant message to business 
leaders, Councillor Clancy said he 
would ‘go anywhere in the world’ 
in an effort to secure investment 
for Birmingham in a drive for jobs, 


homes and inclusive economic 
growth. Describing the city coun¬ 
cil’s draft 2017 budget as ‘depress¬ 
ing and tough’, with £78 million of 
cuts to be delivered on top of almost 
£600 million achieved since 2010, 
Councillor Clancy said there was lit¬ 
tle point in getting depressed about 
the acute financial difficulties. 

He added: “We have lost 40 per 
cent of the council workforce in 


the past four years. But we are not 
just going to sit back and let Bir¬ 
mingham City Council continue to 
shrink. If we just get depressed then 
things would spiral and be worse. 

“We are not going to be waving 
the white flag of surrender on our 
mission to promote inclusive eco¬ 
nomic growth across Birmingham.” 

Formal consultation on the coun¬ 
cil’s draft 2017 budget has closed. 




FORTHCOMING 

HOLIDAYS 

• New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 


Monday 23rd January 

Torquay 

Victoria Hotel 

5 days 

Half Board 

Friday 3rd February 

Murder Mystery 

Lion Hotel 

3 days 

Half Board 

Friday 3rd March 

Bygone Years 

Lion Hotel 

4 days 

Half Board 

Monday 6th March 

Sidmouth 

The Bedford Hotel 

5 days 

Half Board 

Monday 13th March 

Llandudno 

Four Oaks Hotel 

5 days 

Half Board 

Sunday 19th March 

St Ives 

Cottage Hotel 

7 days 

Half Board 

Monday 20th March 

Weymouth 

Berkley Hotel 

5 days 

Half Board 

Friday 24th March 

Potters Resort 


4 days 

Full Board 

Monday 27th March 

Warner Nidd Hall 


5 days 

Half Board 

Monday 27th March 

Bruges Mini Cruise 


3 days 



£199pp 
£159pp 
£219pp 
£295pp 
£289pp 
£295pp 
£199pp 
£329pp 
£359pp 
£149pp 


Great choice of 
other destinations 
please consult our 
brochure 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Twoweeklistingonjobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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No sleep ‘til opening night for cast 



The cast of Sleeping Beauty - Harry 

A WALSALL theatre group is holding 
its annual panto at the weekend, but 
organisers fear the show could be one 
of their last. YETGA Theatre School, 
based in Willenhall, will open the cur¬ 
tain on their production of Sleeping 
Beauty with three performances over 
Friday and Saturday. The annual pan¬ 
to will be held at the Bookmark Blox- 
wich - part of Bloxwich Library - for 
the fifth time in as many years. 

But organisers fear that they will 
have no where to hold the show if 
the facility is shut by Walsall Council 
in the fact of budget cuts. A meeting 
announcing which libraries will go is 


Rowland, Molly Marston-Gallear, Mark 

being held on February 23. Alex Rig- 
by-Bishop, manager of YETGA, how¬ 
ever, remains upbeat about this year’s 
performance. 

The 28-year-old said: “We’ve been 
doing it for five years and every year 
we get more and more popular. The 
group has been rehearsing since Sep¬ 
tember time. We have a cast including 
ensemble of about 20 people - it’s been 
a short sharp rehearsal and quite hec¬ 
tic but everything is on top now.” 

There will be one show at 7.30pm 
on Friday, with two on Saturday, at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm. Mr Rigby-Bishop 
says if Bloxwich Library was to close, 


Rigby-Bishop and George Marston 

the group wouldn’t be able to afford to 
hold its shows at a separate venue. 

He added: “Its not easy to find an¬ 
other venue, we would have to pay in 
the thousands to get anywhere else. 
The problem in Bloxwich is that there 
is not much there. You have a big li¬ 
brary and theatre in the middle of the 
town. If you close it down its the only 
thing that’s there other than pubs 
and shops. It loses its heart.” Tickets 
are available for the show by calling 
YETGA on 07780524915 or via www. 
ticketsource.co.uk/yetga. They are 
priced at £8 for standard tickets and 
£6 for concessions. 



HONDA CBR125R 

5 YEARS 0% APR 


INCLUDES: 3 YEARS 
PARTS AND LABOUR 
GUARANTEE AND 3 
YEARS HONDACARE 
ASSISTANCE 


HONDA 

The Power of Dreams 


NEW 2017 OFFER • Bikes must be registered by 31 st March 2017 


BRINDLEY HONDA 01902 507595 

Stafford Road A449, Wolverhampton WV10 6HT (next to Wickes) 

www.brindleyhondabikes.co.uk 


Finance example based on CBR125R model at Cash Price £3,998.00 including all on the road charges, fuel consumption 26.9 m/I (122.6mpg) wmtc mode. Total amount payable £3,998.00, 0% APR 
Representative. Bikes must be registered by 31 ** March 2017. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Finance is only available to persons aged 18 or over, subject to status. Guarantee/ 
indemnity may be required. Credit provided by Honda Finance Europe Pic, Cain Road, Bracknell, RG12 1 HL. HFE Pic is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, Financial Services 
Register number 312541. Bikes subject to availability. We are Credit Brokers not o lender. We can introduce you to o limited number of carefully selected finance providers. We may receive 
a commission from them for the introduction. W. Brindley (Garages ) Ltd. trading as Brindley Honda Motorcycles WV2 4WW. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


CBR125R - designed to give you the 
riding dynamics of a Fireblade 

- a sporty but easy-going rider position. 


0% APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 


£99 


DEPOSIT 


MONTHS 


£65 


PER MONTH 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


I 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 


£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


»CHR TOWER'S 

CREATING BRIGHTER 
FUTURES 

Could you change a child’s 

Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They work 
with them through challenges that many parents will never encounter - and 
experience rewards that many of us cannot imagine. 

St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after young people since 
1870. We’re a small fostering agency so there’s a family feel to what we do. 

We’re looking for people to foster teenagers or sibling groups of younger children. 

You’ll need at least one spare bedroom and the time, patience and compassion to 
work with a young person on a one-to-one basis. 

Foster with us and you’ll be a valued member of a dedicated team working to 
change a child’s life. We provide full training and support and offer a competitive 
allowance of around £420 per week. 

Want to know more? Visit our website or phone a member of our team today. 

www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 

St Christopher’s Fellowship @StChris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1870 



DECORATORS WANTED 
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SKEGNESS 

& LOVELY LINCOLNSHIRE 

Sun 2 to Thu 6 Apr 


Your break includes 

Y 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Royal Hotel, Skegness 

Y Entertainment on some nights 

Y Excursions to Lincoln, Boston Market 
& Springfields Festival Gardens 

Y Optional excursions to Mablethorpe 
(£6.99pp) 

Y Return coach travel from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


MORSE’S OXFORD, MIDSOMER 
MURDERS COUNTRY 
& CAPITAL CRUISING 

Thu 4 to Mon 8 May 


Your break includes 

Y 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Holiday Inn, Reading 

Y Midsomer Murders filming locations 
tour with a local guide 

Y River Thames cruise from 
Kewto Westminster 

Y Excursion to Oxford 

Y Optional Oxford guided city tour 
(£8.99pp) 

Y Return coach travel from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


CHESHIRE GARDENS 

& CRUISING THE 
MANCHESTER SHIP CANAL 

Sun 30 Apr to Thu 4 May 

Your break includes 

Y 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Last Drop Village Hotel, Bolton 

Y Cruise on the Manchester Ship Canal 
/ Excursions to Tatton Park & Arley 

Hall Gardens 

Y Optional excursion to Chester 
(£8.99pp) 

Y Return coach travel from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 



Heartbreak as parents' 
gravestone missing 


A WOMAN has been left dis¬ 
traught over the loss of her 
parent’s gravestone. Andrea 
Bradley had the stone re¬ 
moved so her brother’s name 
could be added. 

Mrs Bradley, of Clarence Road, 
Bilston, paid GW Kirkland & Son 
to add Paul Blewitt’s name to the 
memorial. 

The 54-year-old lost her brother in 
2005 following an epileptic fit. She 
said she paid for her parents’ stone to 
be removed from its place in Bilston 
Cemetery in 2012 so her brother’s 
name could be added, and thought the 
company was working to make the 
changes. But, in late 2015, she discov¬ 
ered the company had closed, and no 
one contacted her about the stone or to 
let her know its whereabouts. 

Sooner 

Mrs Bradley said: “I feel really 
upset. I knew I should have followed 
it up sooner, but I just thought they 
would do the work and let me know 
when the stone was being put back on. 

“I wanted the stone to say ‘Mom re¬ 
united with Dad’ and then something 
like ‘Son reunited with Mom and Dad.’ 

“I have no idea where it is now. It’s 
upsetting because I’ve got nowhere to 
lay my flowers.” 

GW Kirkland & Son was based on 
Wellington Road, Bilston. When it 
closed, Hopcraft Memorials Ltd, of 
Lord Street, Wolverhampton, put their 
contact number on the premises for 
people looking for memorial services 
to get in touch with them. 

Hopcraft employee Nora Tozer said: 
“We weren’t involved in taking on any 
work that was formerly Kirkland’s. So 
I’m afraid we’re unable to help in trac¬ 
ing the stone.” 

No one from Kirkland & Son was 
available to comment. 



Andrea Bradley and her son Owen, aged 30, where the gravestone stood 


MP: Up fare-dodging fines 


AN MP has called for fare-dodging 
fines on the Chase Line to be in¬ 
creased. Amanda Milling has also 
asked London Midland to ensure 
ticket machines are in working order 
along the route, which runs from Wal¬ 
sall to Cannock Chase. 

The MP joined the operator’s Rev¬ 
enue Protection Team last year in 
a bid to tackle ticketless travel, wit¬ 
nessing nearly 200 fines issued in one 
week alone. She said: “Many passen¬ 
gers have complained to me about 


fare dodging and ticket machines not 
working at stations on the Chase Line 
- issues which I have seen for myself. 

“I was very pleased to join London 
Midland’s Revenue Protection Team 
although I was shocked by the extent 
of ticketless travel and fare-dodging. 

“While it is important the ticket ma¬ 
chines are in working order, an issue 
I have raised with London Midland, I 
am also concerned that the £20 pen¬ 
alty fare is not an effective deterrent 
to fare dodging.” 



X 


IT’S AN EXCITING TIME 
TO JOIN JOSEPH LECKIE 

“Choosing a Secondary School for your 
child is arguably the biggest decision you 
will ever make in your lifetime, so it’s very 
important to get it right. ” 





Joseph Leckie 
Academy 


Joseph Leckie 
Academy 


Walstead Road West, Walsall WS5 4PG | Tel: 01922 721 071 

www.josephleckieacademy.co.uk | Email: postbox@josephleckieacademy.co.uk 
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Reckless 
night out > * 

Taylor and the boys 

are back - Page 23 , 



Glenn Hughes 

See Page 23 



NATIVE 


MONSTER 



~ • \ * 



For full listings see 


every Friday 



NOW XAICIN 
BOOKINGS 


INDIAN et 

BANGLADESHI CUISINE 


5 COURSE MEAL 


FULLY LICENSED 
RESTAURANT 

FREE LARGE CAR PARK 


Unit 39 Quinton Court Shopping Centre 
Hilton Lane Great Wryley Walsall WS6 6DS 


01922 701237 
01922 701440 
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Listings for January 20-26 


Learn To Dance 

e. 

Now THAT IS A GOOD IDEA. 

You’ve always wanted to give it a go. 

V 

NOW is your chance. 


Have a laugh. 


Have some Fun. 

t * 

'w 

Use up all that energy and build up more. 



/ rO. 

See you on Friday DON T FORGET 

M v 


Starting Friday 20th January 2017 


Ballroom & Latin American 


Beginners 7.30 ■ 8.30 


Can dance already!! then 8.30 - 9.30 

\ 

Only £3 per person 

6 

The Royal Astor Dance Club 

W 

All Saints Church Hall, Walsall Road, 


Darlaston. 



UCHFIELDGARRICK 


BROMANCE 


FRI 11 FEBRUARY 
7.30PM 


NORTHANGER ABBEY 

MON 13 - WED 15 FEBRUARY 
7.30PM | WED MAT 2.30PM 


FRANKENSTEIN 

FRI 17 & SAT 18 FEBRUARY 
7.30PM 


THE TIGER WHO CAME 
TO TEA 

WED 10 MAY 1.30PM & 4.30PM 
THUR 11 MAY 10.30AM & 1.30PM 




Pick up your new 
Jan - May season 
brochure today! 


fcchffceldparrtcte Cm L> • • 013-43 4«ail* 


To advertise in 

theticket 

please call 
Debbie tavner 

01543 465333 

or Sharon Oscar 

01543 465335 


Declan 

McKenna 



Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 
Longlisted for the BBC’s Sound of 
2017, this Hertfordshire teenager is 
a tip for the top with his quirky pop. 
Check out recent single Isombard. 
Visit hareandhoundskingsheath. 
co.uk 


King 

Creosote 



Saturday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, Birmingham 
Fife singer-songwriter Kenny Anderson 
(AKA King Creosote, above) brings his 
distinctive modern folk, complete with 
bagpipes, in the wake of latest album 
Astronaut Meets Appleman. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


Primitive London 
feat Juice Aleem 



Wednesday, 8pm 

Hare & Hounds, Kings Heath 

Birmingham rapper Juice Aleem 
(pictured), formerly of hip-hop trio New 
Flesh, joins the Anglo-French imagi¬ 
nary soundtrack quartet. Support from 
electronic outfit Delta Autumn. Visit bit. 
ly/primitivelondonftjuicealeem 


Brendan Cole - 
All Night Long 



Thursday (Jan 26), 7.30pm 
Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 
The Strictly Come Dancing profes¬ 
sional brings his latest choreographed 
spectacular out on tour with lots of 
dancers plus a band and singers on 
stage. 

Visit www.grandtheatre.co.uk 




Energetic frontman Jeremy McKinnon 



McKinnon delivers emotional material in Bad Vibrations 


IF the musical genre metalcore 
is a mystery to you, then Flori¬ 
da’s A Day To Remember may be 
the biggest band you’ve never 
heard of. 

But this pop-punk outfit from Ocala 
have become massive Stateside since re¬ 
leasing their debut And Their Name Was 
Treason in 2005. 

They’ve sold more than a milli on units, 
racked up over 400 million Spotify streams 
and 500 million YouTube views, garnered 
two gold-selling albums and singles (and 
one silver album in the UK) and sold out 
entire continental tours (including their 
own curated Self Help Festival). They have 
amassed a global fanbase whose members 
number in the millions. 

All of which explains why Rolling Stone 
called them “An Artist You Need To 
Know.” 

On Wednesday they play the Barclay card 
Arena in Birmingham with support from 
fellow Florida rockers New Found Glory, 
Wrexham pop-punkers Neck Deep and 
Kent emo outfit Moose Blood. 


For new album Bad Vibrations, the 
quintet of vocalist Jeremy McKinnon, gui¬ 
tarists Kevin Skaff and Neil Westfall, bass¬ 
ist Joshua Woodard and drummer Alex 
Shelnutt switched gears and headed for 
uncharted territory. Their path included 
a loose and much more collaborative song¬ 
writing process, one that also saw them 
recording for the first time with produc¬ 
ers Bill Stevenson (Descendents, Black 
Flag) and Jason Livermore (Rise Against, 
NOFX). 

Although the album is being released on 
the band’s own ADTR Records (like 2013’s 
Common Courtesy), this record marks 
their first distribution deal with Epitaph 
and is the first time they’ve worked with 
Grammy winner Andy Wallace (Foo Fight¬ 
ers, Slayer). 

“We completely changed the way we 
wrote, recorded and mixed this album,” 
says vocalist McKinnon. “It was one of the 
most unique recording experiences we’ve 
ever had. 

“We rented a cabin in the Colorado 
mountains and just wrote with the five of 
us together in a room, which was the polar 


opposite of the last three albums we’ve 
made. We just let things happen organi¬ 
cally and in the moment. 

“I think it forever changed the way we 
make music. And working with Bill was an 
awesome experience. He was a bit hard to 
read at first, so I think we subconsciously 
pushed ourselves harder to try to im¬ 
press him. As a result, we gave this album 
everything we had.” 

Kinetic 

Recorded at Stevenson’s Fort Col¬ 
lins-based Blasting Room Studios, Bad Vi¬ 
brations channels the kinetic energy that 
found A Day To Remember named “The 
Best Live Band Of 2015” by Alternative 
Press. 

The band decided to forgo digitally 
driven production and focus on live record¬ 
ing. “These days it seems like a lot of heavy 
sounding music is heading more and more 
in a digital direction,” says McKinnon. 
“That’s not necessarily a bad thing but we 
wanted to go the opposite way and make 
something that’s aggressive but has more 
of a natural flow and feel to it.” 


Ultimately, McKinnon says that this 
particular album-making process breathed 
new life into the band. He adds: “Breaking 
out of our comfort zone and working in a 
less controlled way, we ended up making 
something that feels good to everyone, and 
we can’t wait to go out and tour on it.” 

By powering Bad Vibrations with so 
much raw passion, A Day To Remember 
ultimately deliver some of their most emo¬ 
tionally intense material to date. 

“I’m singing about the things that are 
frustrating me,” says Mckinnon. “But 
at some point there’s an arc within the 
song. It’s almost like I’m giving advice to 
another person about whatever I’m strug¬ 
gling with, but I think I’m really just trying 
to give that advice to myself.” 

The band tackles duplicity and deception 
(on the frenzied ‘Same About You’), the de¬ 
structive nature of judgmental behaviour 
(on ‘Justified’, a track shot through with 
soaring harmonies and sprawling guitar 
work), addiction (on the darkly charged 
‘Reassemble’), and friendship poisoned by 
unchecked ego (on ‘Bullfight,’ a track with 
a classic-punk chorus). 


Check out listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Pretty Reckless rock * 



The Pretty Reckless, fronted by Taylor Momsen, are back with recent album Who You Selling For and a Birmingham gig 


AMERICAN rock band The Pretty 
Reckless, fronted by former Gossip 
Girl actress Taylor Momsen, perform 
in Birmingham tomorrow night (Fri¬ 
day), following the release of third 
studio album Who You Selling For. 

Released in October, that album 
was the follow-up to Going to Hell, 
which included one of the biggest rock 
songs of 2014, Heaven Knows. 

The latest album features songs 
with bluesy undertones, written by 
singer-guitarist Momsen and lead gui¬ 
tarist Ben Phillips, and is produced by 


the band’s longtime collaborator Kato 
Khandwala, who has also worked with 
Blondie, Paramore and My Chemical 
Romance. 

Formed in 2009, The Pretty Reck¬ 
less released their debut album Light 
Me Up in 2010 scoring legions of 
fans worldwide, but it was their sec¬ 
ond album Going to Hell that really 
established the band, and Momsen 
as a creditable rock singer as well as 
actress and model. Despite feeling the 
physical and emotional demands from 
their epic two-year tour supporting 


Going to Hell, Momsen and Phillips 
jumped right into writing the songs 
for the new album. 

“We had so much we wanted to say, 
it was like shaking a can of soda on 
tour and then when we started writ¬ 
ing we cracked the seal,” says Mom¬ 
sen. “The touring life is very isolating. 
You look at the world through a bus 
or airplane window. But music is the 
healing factor. It saved us - again.” 

The Pretty Reckless are at Birming¬ 
ham’s 02 Institute, Digbeth, doors 
open 6.30pm. 



Glenn’s men 


at the Robin 


CANNOCK rock star Glenn Hughes has spo¬ 
ken of his excitement at coming back to the 
UK this month for a tour. 

The legendary singer and bassist, who is currently in the 
studio in LA recording a new studio album with rock super¬ 
group Black Country Communion, has released an official 
statement to his fans about touring the UK this month. 

He cancelled a similar tour which was set to take place 
last November just weeks before it started after a fall-out 
with support band Living Colour, who removed themselves 
from the bill at short notice. 

Hughes will return to the Black Country on Monday 
night for a show at Bilston’s Robin 2. 

The California-based rocker said: “I’m thrilled to be 
coming over to tour the UK and Europe this month and 
February. 

“My band will now be a four piece. On guitar is Spren 
Andersen, on drums Pontus Engborg, and on keyboards 
Jay Boe. Song selections will be a mix from my new album 
Resonate, and from my well of historic songs through the 
decades.” 

Previously Hughes has fronted Deep Purple, Trapeze 
and more recently supergroup Black Country Communion. 
He was also the voice of The KLF’s hit What Time Is Love? 

Hughes will be supported by Walsall band Stone Broken. 
Tickets cost £22.50 in advance or £24.50 on the door. Con¬ 
tact 01902 401 211 or visit www.therobin.co.uk 


Stray marking 50th 
milestone with gig 


ROCK four-piece Stray are cele¬ 
brating 50 years together with a gig 
at the Robin 2 in Bilston on Sun¬ 
day. Four school friends formed the 
group in London in 1966, releasing 
their first album in 1970 and have 
been performing ever since. Still 
led by guitarist Del Bromham, the 
band play a melodic mix of hard 
rock and heavy blues. 

The Superskas play the venue 
tomorrow (Friday), there is a char¬ 
ity gig by The Busby Babes on 
Saturday and Glenn Hughes plays 
on Monday (see above). On Tues¬ 
day there is blues from Lil’ Jimmy 
Reed, and more blues from Eric 
Sardinas on Wednesday, and then 
it’s time to jive, with King Pleas¬ 
ure & The Biscuit Boys, supported 
by Ricky Cool and The In Crowd, 
at the Mount Pleasant venue on 
Thursday. 


Tributes take limelight 
with feast of nostalgia 


THE New Alexandra Theatre in 
Birmingham is preparing for soun- 
dalikes next weekend when it holds 
three consecutive tribute concerts, 
starting on Thursday with The 
Bowie Experience. 

The two-hour concert celebrates 
the music of David Bowie, who 
would have been 70 last week if not 
for his death a year ago. The band is 
fronted by Laurence Knight in cos¬ 
tume in several Bowie guises. 

On January 27 Someone Like 
You features the Adele songbook, 
performed in concert by Kate 
Markham. The Carpenters Story 
on January 28 features Claire Fur- 
ley as Karen Carpenter, the vel¬ 
vet-voiced singer who performed in 
The Carpenters. Also on Saturday, 
January 28, the Robin 2 presents 
the ultimate 70s night with Bootleg 
Abba and Bee Gees Fever. 


Orchestra play score 
alongside Blood epic 


THE 50-piece London Contempo¬ 
rary Orchestra will be performing 
the score by Jonny Greenwood for 
Oscar-winning movie There Will 
Be Blood live alongside a screening 
of the epic at Symphony Hall, Bir¬ 
mingham, on Sunday, February 5. 

The soundtrack, by the Ox¬ 
ford-born guitarist and keyboard¬ 
ist from acclaimed experimental 
rock band Radiohead, added to the 
success of director Paul Thomas 
Anderson’s drama set during the 
California oil boom of the early 
1900s. 

Described as a ‘masterpiece’ by 
some critics, the him won Academy 
Awards for actor Daniel Day-Lewis 
and cinematographer Robert Els- 
witt. 

Tickets cost from £28 to £48 for 
the 7pm performance. See www. 
thsh.co.uk or call 0121 780 4949. 
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CHOICE 



Jennifer Hudson 


The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8pm) 

The competition forges ahead 
as the third round of blind 
auditions arrives. Coaches 
Will.i.am, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Gavin Rossdale 
have already started to fill 
spaces on their teams, and with 
their initial acts now decided, 
chances are that the coaches 
will now start to clash over 
claiming the most exceptional 
singers to fill their rosters. When 
this happens, the competition 
turns on its head, with the 
coaches now competing against 
each other to explain why they 
would be the perfect mentor for 
the budding music stars. Emma 
Willis is on hosting duties, and 
goes backstage with the 
contestants' families. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: The 
Masters. The opening semi-final. 4.30 
Final Score. 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 
Regional Programme. 5.30 Who Dares 
Wins. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. TV experts 
Kieran Long, Piers Taylor, Martin 
Roberts, Amanda Lamb, Vicki 
Butler-Henderson, Tiff Needell, 
John Hammond and Laura Tobin 
compete in the unorthodox quiz 
show. 

7.00 Let It Shine. The nationwide talent 
hunt continues, as Mel Giedroyc 
and Graham Norton host a third 
round of auditions in Manchester. 
More hopeful stars take part in 
solo auditions in front of judges 
Gary Barlow, Dannii Minogue, 
Martin Kemp and Amber Riley, 
who are each afforded a/ chance to 
rate each act out of five stars. As 
ever, the boys taking to the stage 
must achieve 15 stars or more to 
remain in the running to claim a 
place in Let It Shine’s five-strong 
headline act. 

8.25 Casualty, lain faces an unexpected 
reunion with his estranged 
younger sister Gem, a young 
offender whose supervisor is 
admitted to the ED after she is 
struck over the head with a wok. 

9.15 Taboo. James Delaney finds 
himself alone with the mysterious 
Dr Dumbarton, and ends up 
discovering he has an unlikely ally. 
However, with enemies lurking in 
every corner of London society, 
James realises Dumbarton’s 
friendship will be but the first in a 
series of perilous affiliations he 
will need to make if he is to 
complete his mission - or avoid 
meeting an untimely fate. As he 
works to prevent further attempts 
on his life, James realises the only 
way to slip the gaze of his enemies 
is to give them a more pliable 
target to destroy in his place. 
Drama, starring Tom Hardy. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights. 

11.55 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks ahead to the Conference 
Championship games. 

12.25 Film: Paycheck. (2003) 2.20 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.25 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.30 Film: Mary of Scotland. (1936) 

John Ford’s historical drama chronicling 
the turbulent reign of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, and her power struggle with 
Queen Elizabeth I. Katharine Hepburn 
stars. 8.30 Film: I Know Where I’m 
Going! (1945) A woman sets out to 
marry for money but falls for a dashing 
but penniless naval officer instead. 

Powell and Pressburger’s romantic 
drama, starring Wendy Hiller and Roger 
Livesey. 10.00 Secret Britain. (R) 11.00 
Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Exploring China: A Culinary Adventure. 
(R) 1.00 Debbie Reynolds: Talking 
Pictures. 1.30 Film: Bundle of Joy. 
(1956) Musical comedy, starring Debbie 
Reynolds as a salesgirl who finds an 
abandoned baby which everyone 
assumes is hers. With Eddie Fisher. 3.05 
Tennis: Australian Open Highlights. 4.30 
Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel Irvine 
presents concluding coverage of the 
opening semi-final, played over the best 
of 11 frames on day six at Alexandra 
Palace in London. 5.30 Only Connect. 

(R) 

6.00 Thailand: Earth’s Tropical 
Paradise. The mountains and 
forests of Northern Thailand, an 
area that is home to a variety of 
wildlife, leading to unusual 
partnerships developing between 
animals and people. Last in the 
series. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents coverage of the 
second semi-final, played over the 
best of 11 frames on day six at 
Alexandra Palace in London. 
Despite being an invitational event, 
this tournament is considered one 
of the more prestigious on the 
snooker calendar, and with the 
winner set to claim a cheque for 
£200,000, both of the players in 
this contest will be eager to 
progress to tomorrow’s final. With 
commentary and analysis by Steve 
Davis, Ken Doherty, Stephen 
Hendry, John Parrott, Dennis 
Taylor and John Virgo. 

10.30 Film: Looper. (2012) A hitman 
employed to kill people who have 
been sent back in time finds his 
latest target is his future self. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Joseph Gordon-Levitt 
and Bruce Willis. 

12.20 Snooker: The Masters - Extra. 
Hazel Irvine presents extended highlights 
of the opening semi-final in this year’s 
tournament, played over the best of 11 
frames on day six at Alexandra Palace in 
London. 2.20 This Is BBC Two. Preview 
of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. 

(R) 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Rebound. (R) 10.25 Guess This 
House. (R) 11.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 

12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 River 
Monsters. (R) 1.05 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 2.05 Tipping Point. (R) 3.05 The 
Chase. (R) 4.05 Dance Dance Dance. (R) 
5.35 Regional Programme. 5.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! and 
Fearless. Harry Hill showcases 
hilarious white-knuckle hijinks 
from the show's archive, all of 
which reveal that danger could 
lurk in even the most unlikely of 
places. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the nation test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. Those 
who make it to the end of the 
adrenaline-fuelled mission face 
one final task - scaling the heights 
of a tower named Mount 
Midoriyama - as they battle it out 
for the title of Ninja Warrior UK. 
8.00 The Voice UK. Emma Willis 
presents the third round of blind 
auditions, with coaches Will.i.am, 
Tom Jones, Jennifer Hudson and 
Gavin Rossdale aiming to bolster 
their teams further. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Marvin 
Humes, Kate Garraway and Jimmy 
Carr are challenged to discover the 
identities of three more mystery 
celebrities, using only clues found 
in their homes. Hosted by Keith 
Lemon. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

10.45 Film: I Am Legend. (2007) A 
Manhattan-based scientist tries to 
find a cure for a viral plague that 
has turned all other humans into 
vampire-like creatures. Sci-fi 
thriller, with Will Smith. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. (R) 12.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

I. 25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

3.30 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 
(R) 4.15 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.20 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.15 Channel 4 News. 

6.40 Film: Snow White & the 
Huntsman. (2012) An evil queen 
learns that her reign will last for 
ever if she kills a princess, so 
sends a renowned warrior to find 
and murder her. However, he 
comes to realise his mistress’s evil 
ways, and instead trains his 
intended victim to fight so they can 
bring the tyrant’s rule to an end. 
Fantasy adventure, with Kristen 
Stewart, Chris Hemsworth and 
Charlize Theron. 

9.00 Film: The Other Woman. (2014) 
Premiere. A woman is devastated 
to learn her boyfriend is actually 
married, but when she meets his 
wife, they quickly become friends. 
When they discover he has a third 
secret lover, they decide to join 
forces and teach him a lesson. 
Comedy, starring Cameron Diaz, 
Leslie Mann, Kate Upton and 
Nikolaj Coster-Waldau. 

II. IOFilm: The Watch. (2012) A 

supermarket manager forms a 
neighbourhood watch group to 
patrol his community, but 
stumbles on an alien invasion. Sci- 
fi comedy, starring Ben Stiller and 
Vince Vaughn. 

1.00 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. Esther still 
cannot remember anything from the 
shooting, and Lisa and Mac are left 
feeling guilty about having sex in the 
cellar while Nathan was being attacked. 

3.10 The Secret Life of 6 Year Olds. The 
documentary moves on to a new, older 
group. (R) 4.00 Shipping Wars UK. 
Shahbaz runs into trouble in France 
when his van makes a strange noise. (R) 

4.40 Kirstie’s Fill Your House for Free. 
Transforming a living room, hall and 
bedroom. (R) 4.55 Location, Location, 
Location. An update on a property hunt 
in Aberdeen. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.00 Big Bash Cricket. 

11.35 Film: Escape to Victory. (1981) 

I. 50 Police Interceptors: Takedown. (R) 

2.20 The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 3.20 The 

Yorkshire Vet. (R) 4.15 The Yorkshire 

Vet. (R) 5.15 The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 

6.15 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 

uncovers an alliance between al- 
Qaeda and a Mexican drug cartel 
when a shoot-out at a pawn shop 
is investigated. 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. Hetty enlists 
the help of a former colleague 
when an ex-Navy intelligence 
officer is murdered, but things go 
awry when her old friend threatens 
to kill her. The team races to save 
Hetty and expose her one-time 
workmate as having lied to the 
victim in order to make money 
from a seemingly charitable 
venture. 

8.00 NCIS. A US Marine is found 

murdered in Quantico, mere hours 
after calling Gibbs to discuss a 
possible case. In response, Bishop 
and McGee go undercover as a 
married couple to run surveillance 
on a lieutenant and his wife, who 
may be connected to the death. 
Starring Mark Harmon and 
Michael Weatherly. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included Queens 
Park Rangers v Fulham at Loftus 
Road, Derby County v Reading at 
Pride Park, and Barnsley v Leeds 
United at Oakwell. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest matches in Leagues One and 
Two, including Southend United v 
Bolton Wanderers, and Blackpool 
v Yeovil Town. 

10.30 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 

and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

II. 35 Lip Sync Battle UK: Katie Price vs 

Ben Fogle. Melanie Brown and 
Professor Green present as reality 
star and author Katie Price and 
presenter and adventurer Ben 
Fogle go head to head lip-synching 
to hit songs. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 

Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 

Bodies. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Patagonia with Huw Edwards 8.00 
Treasures of the Indus 9.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 10.00 The 
Young Montalbano 11.40 Top of the Pops 
12.55 Imagine-Sir Roderick Stewart: 
Can’t Stop Me Now 2.20 Rod Stewart 
Live at Hyde Park 3.20 Sounds of the 70s 

3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.15 Ninja Warrior UK 12.20 Film: 
Horrid Henry: The Movie (2011) 1.20 FYI 
Daily 1.25 Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie 
(2011) 2.10 Film: Space Jam (1996) 

3.10 FYI Daily 3.15 Film: Space Jam 
(1996) 3.55 Film: Hotel Transylvania 
(2012) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Hotel 
Transylvania (2012) 5.45 Film: The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey (2012) 
6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: The Hobbit: An 
Unexpected Journey (2012) 9.00 Film: 
Hellboy II: The Golden Army (2008) 

10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 Film: Hellboy II: 
The Golden Army (2008) 11.20 Family 
Guy 12.50 American Dad! 1.45 Dads 

2.10 Safeword 2.45 Rixton: The Hot 
Desk2.55 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

2.50 Wycliffe 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Doc Martin 9.00 Midsomer Murders 
11.00 Lewis 1.00 Blue Murder 2.00 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 Pawn Stars 11.30 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 
12.30 FYI Daily 12.35 Film: Police 
Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol (1987) 

1.20 Barcelona’s European Glory 1.30 
ITV Racing Live from Ascot. Coverage of 
today’s race meetings. 4.00 Film: The 
Dam Busters (1954) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 
Film: The Dam Busters (1954) 6.35 
Pawn Stars 7.00 The Boxing Mavericks 
8.00 Big Fight Live. Robbie Davies v 
Willie Limond. 11.00 Film: Jaws (1975) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: Jaws (1975) 

I. 40 Hell on Wheels 2.35 World Cup Top 
Goalscorers 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

3.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.00 Film: The 
Addams Family (1991) 6.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Terminator 
Salvation (2009) 11.10 Gogglebox 1.10 
Rude Tube: Rude Zoo 2.10 Rude Tube: 
Extreme Rides 3.05 Chewing Gum 
Film4 

II. 00 The Day the Earth Stood Still 
(1951) 1.00 Flight of the Navigator 

(1986) 2.45 The Lost World (1960) 4.40 
One Fine Day (1996) 6.50 The Time 
Traveler’s Wife (2009) 9.00 Lone 
Survivor (2013) 
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Fly direct from Birmingham airport 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


ALL HOLIDAYS INCLUDE £100pp° EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 




Quote Code: DKE817 


Departing 
Sunday 2 July 
2017 


8 days, by AIR 


Join us for a superb 
Croatian getaway to the 
‘pearl of the Adriatic’ with 
an excursion to 
Montenegro’s Kotor Bay 
area and a galleon cruise 
round the Elaphiti islands. 
This great-value break in¬ 
cludes flights and transfers, 
choice of 4 star hotel with 
breakfast, dinner and 
Croatian magic as standard. 


Price Includes, 


✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Dubrovnik 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 4 star Grand Hotel Park & Villas Park 
(4 star Hotel Lapad available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion to Montenegro 

✓ Galleon cruise to the Elaphiti Islands with lunch on board ship 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


£ 1099 > 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


For more information A4AA4) OAOICC 
or to book, please call: ?UZIOd 


Quote Code: AEA487 




SWITZERLAND 

and the Glacier Express 


Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Sport, Klosters 
(4 star upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion on the Glacier Express from Tiefencastel to 
Andermatt, with a visit to Lucerne and a boat cruise on the lake 

✓ Excursion on the Bernina Express from Pontresina to 
Poschiavo, with a visit to St Moritz 

✓ A complimentary Davos Klosters Card giving resort discounts 
and free use of Klosters cable cars and public transport 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


SORRENTO 
SUMMER SPECIAL 

Departing Friday 23 June 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Outbound flight from Birmingham to Naples on a scheduled 
flight and return on an Omega charter to Birmingham 1 

✓ 8 nights at the 3 star Hotel Florida, Sorrento with hot 
buffet breakfast 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 

OPTIONAL EXCURSIONS (AVAILABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 
Isle of Capri, Pompeii and Amalfi Drive (Positano, Amalfi and Ravello) 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


8 days, by AIR 


£ 1299 " 


9 days, by AIR 
From 


£ 899 " 


f We have included the current flight price as of 10 January 2017 within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package 
price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols (ffiOmegaHols OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. °When you 
book before 31 January 2017. Omega Holidays reserves the right to 
remove this offer at any time. 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 22 


CHOICE 



Claire Danes 


Homeland 
(Channel 4,9pm) 

New series. The espionage 
drama returns, picking up 
events several months after the 
climax of season five, which 
saw a terrorist attack in Berlin 
being thwarted, and follows the 
characters through the 
handover process following a 
presidential election. Carrie 
returns to the US with Franny to 
work with a foundation that 
provides aid to the Muslim 
community. Darand Saul brief 
the newly elected President as 
the process of transferring 
power gets underway, while 
Quinn struggles to adapt to his 
new circumstances. Claire 
Danes, Elizabeth Marvel, 

Rupert Friend and F Murray 
Abraham star. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 

3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.15 
Lifeline. 4.25 Songs of Praise. 5.00 Spy 
in the Wild.(R) 

6.00 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. The latest rural 
developments, including reports 
on issues affecting country 
communities and insights into the 
life of the modern farmer. 

Including weather for the week 
ahead. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. Granville 
tries to sell a huge wheel of cheese 
which is long past its sell by date. 
Leroy gets sick of delivering goods 
by bicycle and demands his father 
invest in a van. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. New series. The 
nuns and midwives return home 
after their trip to South Africa, to 
find Nonnatus House has come 
under new management. The 
formidable Sister Ursula (Harriet 
Walter) has taken charge and 
introduced some drastic changes 
to the way the clinic is run, which 
Sister Julienne, bound by her vow 
of obedience, is powerless to 
oppose. The midwives come to the 
aid of a victim of domestic 
violence whose husband is about 
to be released from prison, and 
who risks losing everything if she 
seeks a divorce. Sister Mary 
Cynthia suffers further anxiety 
attacks, and Patsy receives 
distressing news about her father. 
9.00 Apple Tree Yard. New series. 

Thriller based on Louise Doughty’s 
novel about a scientist who has an 
affair that leads to a violent 
incident threatening everything 
she holds dear. With Emily 
Watson. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, which 
featured Southampton v Leicester 
City, Arsenal v Burnley and 
Chelsea v Hull City. 

II. 40AQuestionofSport. (R) 

12.10 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.35 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.40 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Coast. (R) 7.15 Ato Z of TV 
Gardening. (R) 8.00 An Island Parish: 
Anguilla. (R) 8.30 The Edible Garden. (R) 
9.00 Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Talking 
Snooker. 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Live 
Snooker: The Masters. Hazel Irvine 
presents coverage of the opening eight 
frames of the final from Alexandra 
Palace, London, where the best-of-19- 
frames match takes place. 5.15 Tennis: 
Australian Open Highlights. 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Coverage of the 
men’s downhill on the 
Hahnenhamm in Kitzbuhel, 

Austria, and the women’s downhill 
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, 
Germany. Plus, an interview with 
innovative snowboarder Billy 
Morgan, who continues to push 
the boundaries in freestyle. 

7.00 Live Snooker: The Masters. Hazel 
Irvine presents concluding 
coverage of the final from 
Alexandra Palace, London, where 
a maximum of 11 frames will be 
played to decide this year’s 
champion. Last year’s showpiece 
match was a decidedly one-sided 
affair, with Ronnie O-Sullivan 
claiming a 10-1 victory over Barry 
Hawkins to win the competition for 
a record-equalling sixth time, 
putting him level with Stephen 
Hendry. Subsequent programmes 
are subject to change. 

11.00 Ql XL. Johnny Vegas, Ronni 
Ancona and Jimmy Carr join 
regular panellist Alan Davies and 
host Sandi Toksvig to contemplate 
the theme “naval navigation” in 
this extended episode. 

11.45 Film: Good. (2008) A literary 

professor in 1930s Germany finds 
his work praised by the fast-rising 
Nazi party, and begins to enjoy the 
privileges conferred by their 
acclaim. As his prosperity grows, 
he becomes increasingly morally 
compromised, and as the true 
nature of Nazi ideology becomes 
clear, he tries to protect his Jewish 
psychiatrist from the state. Drama, 
with Viggo Mortensen, Jason 
Isaacs and Jodie Whittaker. 

1.15 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Peterborough, chaired by 
David Dimbleby. (R) 2.15 Holby City. 
Sacha becomes suspicious about Essie 
and Raf’s relationship, and Fletch fights 
to save his friend Artem’s life when the 
old gambler returns to the Acute 
Assessment Unit. (R) 3.15 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.55 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: The Powerpuff Girls. (R) 

8.30 Scrambled!: Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Gino’s 
Italian Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.30 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.35 
Tipping Point. (R) 2.35 Ninja Warrior UK. 
(R) 3.35 The Voice UK. (R) 5.05 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.30 The Chase: 

Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. Alesha 
Dixon and Will Best host the third 
heat of the dance contest, which 
finds the contestants challenged to 
recreate famous routines by Lady 
Gaga, Michael Jackson and Fred 
Astaire. Judges Ashley Banjo. Tina 
Landon and Timor Steffens rate 
their efforts and decide who will be 
leaving the show this week. 

8.00 Endeavour. Morse is assigned to 
protect an informant who is 
undergoing emergency surgery. 
The case brings back unpleasant 
memories for the detective, while 
his colleagues are thrown into 
disarray when Bright is also 
rushed to hospital. Morse 
becomes fixated with a series of 
mysterious deaths that have 
occurred on the ward, and tries to 
find the scientific explanation 
behind stories of a curse. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with ITV News National 
Editor Allegra Stratton. (R) 

11.15The Cube. Contestants try to 
complete a series of increasingly 
difficult tasks, hoping to win a 
jackpot of £250,000. Game show, 
hosted by Phillip Schofield. (R) 

12.15 Jackpot247. Interactive gaming. 
3.00 Chopping Block. (R) 3.50 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show: 
DNA Bombshells. Guests air their 
differences. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 
12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Film: Tooth Fairy. 
(2010) Family comedy, starring Dwayne 
Johnson. 3.30 A Place in the Sun: Winter 
Sun. 4.15 Location, Location, Location. 
(R) 5.20 Channel 4 News. 5.50 Film: 

The Day After Tomorrow. (2004) A 
climatologist races across America to 
rescue his son as freak weather 
conditions cause devastation around the 
world. Disaster thriller, starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Dennis Quaid. Edited for 
language and violence. 

8.00 Walking the Americas. Levison 
Wood travels along a string of 
volcanoes in Nicaragua as he 
makes his way to Costa Rica, and 
climbs to the top of an active 
volcano referred to as the Mouth 
of Hell. He also meets fishermen 
who live on an island in Central 
America’s largest lake, visits a 
camp for migrants trying to reach 
the US, and attempts to climb the 
highest mountain on his route. 
9.00 Homeland. New series. Carrie 
returns to the US with Franny to 
work as an advocate for Muslim 
Americans, while Dar and Saul 
brief President-elect Keane. Claire 
Danes stars. 

10.05Film: Trainspotting. (1996) A 
heroin addict makes a series of 
attempts to kick the habit, but the 
grind of everyday life and a circle 
of similarly self-destructive friends 
keep dragging him back to his old 
ways. Following a near-fatal 
overdose, he comes to the 
realisation that the only way to put 
his life in order is to rid himself of 
his friends - which is easier said 
than done. Danny Boyle's drama 
based on Irvine Welsh's novel, 
starring Ewan McGregor, Robert 
Carlyle and Ewen Bremner. 

11.55 The 90s: Ten Years That Changed 
the World. Kathy Burke narrates 
this look back at the 1990s 
revolution in British music, 
fashion, film, sport, art and media, 
as told by the people who made it 
happen. (R) 

1.20 How to Lose Weight Well. (R) 2.15 
Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. (R) 3.10 
The Autistic Gardener. (R) 4.05 Kirstie’s 
Fill Your House for Free. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R)6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.25 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.05 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.15 Pip Ahoy! (R) 

7.30 Little Princess. (R) 7.40 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.55 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
The Fairly Odd Parents. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.20 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.55 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

12.20 Brides Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
(R) 1.20 Film: Kangaroo Jack. (2003) 
Comedy, starring Jerry O’Connell and 
Anthony Anderson. 3.00 Film: George of 
the Jungle. (1 997) 4.45 Film: Herbie: 
Fully Loaded. (2005) 

6.30 Dads Make You Laugh Out Loud. 

7.30 The Adele Story. Documentary 
charting the remarkable career 
trajectory of Adele Adkins, the pop 
and soul singer who rose from 
humble beginnings in Tottenham 
to become one of the biggest stars 
of the modern music industry. 

Now popular enough to warrant 
going by her forename only, 
Adele’s interest in music was 
encouraged by her mother from an 
early age. Winning a place at the 
Brit School in Croydon, Adele first 
shot into the public eye when her 
friend uploaded a demo to 
MySpace in 2006, and by the time 
she graduated, the singer had 
already secured a record deal. 
What followed were three hugely 
successful albums, 19,21 and 25, 
each of which surpassed the last in 
terms of critical acclaim and sales 
figures. Adele also scored an 
Oscar in 2013 for her song Skyfall, 
which featured as the theme of the 
James Bond film of the same 
name. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The ups 

and downs of life in the BB house 
as friendships and alliances are 
made, battle lines are drawn and 
arguments erupt. 

10.00 Celebrity Botched Up Bodies. 

11.05 Film: Just Go with It. (2011) 

Romantic comedy, starring Adam 
Sandler and Jennifer Aniston. 

1.10 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Universal 
Soldier. (1992) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 David Starkey’s Music & Monarchy 
8.00 Sword, Musket & Machine Gun: 
Britain’s Armed History 9.00 Titanic’s 
Tragic Twin: The Britannic Disaster 10.00 
Hidden Killers of the Post-War Home 
11.00 Horizon: What’s Wrong with Our 
Weather? 12.00 Play It Loud: The Story 
of the Marshall Amp 1.00 Sound of 
Musicals with Neil Brand 2.00 Lost 
Kingdoms of Central America 3.00 
Titanic’s Tragic Twin: The Britannic 
Disaster 4.00 Close 
ITV2 

3.00 Film: Looney Tunes: Back in Action 
(2003) 4.05 FYI Daily 4.10 Film: Looney 
Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 4.45 Film: 
Nanny McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 
5.45 FYI Daily 5.50 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang (2010) 6.55 Film: The 
Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (2013) 
7.55 FYI Daily 8.00 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 10.00 
Family Guy 11.55 American Dad! 12.55 
The Cleveland Show 1.50 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

I. 50 Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the 
Baskervilles 4.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
This Time Next Year 9.00 Tonight at the 
London Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.35 Film: Wimbledon (2004) 

II. 35 FYI Daily 11.40 Film: Wimbledon 
(2004) 12.40 A Touch of Frost 2.20 
Wycliffe 3.15 May the Best House Win 
ITV4 

5.10 Film: The Man from the Alamo 
(1953) 6.10 FYI Daily 6.15 Film: The 
Man from the Alamo (1953) 6.50 Mr 
Bean 8.00 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 9.10 
FYI Daily 9.15 Film: Police Academy 5: 
Assignment Miami Beach (1988) 10.00 
Film: The Bank Job (2008) 11.00 FYI 
Daily 11.05 Film: The Bank Job (2008) 
12.15 Film: Road (2014) 1.15 FYI Daily 

I. 20 Film: Road (2014) 2.20 Tommy 
Cooper 2.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

2.35 The Goldbergs 4.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Colombiana (2011) 

II. 05 Tattoo Fixers 12.10 Virtually 
Famous 1.05 Gogglebox 1.50 The 
Goldbergs 2.40 Rude Tube 
Film4 

1.00 Short Circuit (1986) 3.05 The 
House of Magic (2013) 4.45 Time 
Bandits (1981) 7.00 The Way Way Back 

2013) 9.00 The Grand Budapest Hotel 

2014) 11.05 Enemy at the Gates (2001) 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Too Close To Kill, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two best friends go their separate ways for the first 
time when one gets into the most revered sorority on 
campus, but matters soon take a fatal turn when one 
of them is murdered. Thriller, starring Greer Grammer, 
Chloe Babcook and Steve Bacic. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Stolen Child, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A couple who have tried unsuccessfully to conceive 
resort to adopting a baby from Eastern Europe. 
However, their newfound happiness is shattered when 
they discover the disturbing series of events that 
brought the child into their lives. Drama, starring 
Emmanuelle Vaugier and Corbin Bernsen. (2012) 



WEDNESDAY 

The Others, Channel 4,1.30am 

A woman awaits the return of her husband from the 
Second World War while struggling to care for her son 
and daughter. Both children suffer a violent reaction 
when exposed to daylight, forcing her to keep much of 
their isolated home on the island of Jersey shrouded 
in gloom. When the pair claim to see strangers in the 
house, their terrified mother begins to suspect that the 
souls of the dead are stalking the halls. Period 
supernatural thriller, starring Nicole Kidman. (2001) 

THURSDAY 

Badge of Betrayal, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman discovers her supposedly dead son is still 
alive, his demise having been faked by her 
ex-husband as part of an elaborate plot to destroy her 
life. However, finding the evidence to prove her story 
turns out to be a difficult challenge. Thriller, starring 
Julie Benz and Matthew Kevin Anderson. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Insidious, Channel 4,12.50am 

A family experience strange events in their house and 
become convinced it is haunted. However, after 
moving on, they find the dark forces have followed 
them and when their son mysteriously falls into a 
coma, they must find a way to get rid of the 
paranormal entities tormenting them. Horror, starring 
Patrick Wilson and Rose Byrne. (2010) 


The stars are out to 
shine in the capital 


I t’s January, the start of a new year, 
a time, perhaps, to look back at 
what happened during the previous 
12 months. 

That’s certainly the case in the 
showbusiness world. 

During the next few weeks, we’ll be 
inundated with awards ceremonies. 
The Golden Globes have already 
taken place, Bafta’s film event appears 
on February 12, with the Oscars 
happen a fortnight later. 

But our focus, for now, will be on the 
National Television Awards (or NTAs, 
for short). They’re a little bit special 
because they’re voted for by the 
public, ie the audience sat at home 
watching programmes for pleasure, 
rather than stuffy critics who are paid 
for their opinions. 

That fact also makes them mean 
more to the winners too - after 
all, if the fans have voted for them, 
then they must be doing something 
right. 

The past 12 months have certainly 
been very special TV-wise, with lots of 
highlights to choose from - long gone 
are the days when viewers were left 


bemoaning that there was nothing on 
the box tonight! 

The Great British Bake Off proved to 
be hugely popular, and viewers were 
fixed to their screens as Candice 
Brown was crowned the winner. But it 
was a bittersweet moment as it was 
revealed that the 2016 run would be 
the last to appear on the BBC - 
controversially, it will make its debut 
on Channel 4 this year, without 
presenters Mel Giedroyc and Sue 
Perkins, and judge Mary Berry, 
although Paul Hollywood had opted to 
stick with the show. 

Interestingly, the programme (Best 
Challenge Show), Mel and Sue (TV 
Presenter), and Mary (TV Judge) are 
all up for NTAs, but Paul is not... 

While Mary faces fierce competition 
from fellow veteran Len Goodman, 
who has retired from Strictly Come 
Dancing, Mel and Sue must beat the 
mighty Ant and Dec if they’re to 
triumph - and that’s no mean feat. 

One of the most hotly contested 
categories will be Drama 
Performance, where Cillian Murphy 
(Peaky Blinders), Jenna Colman 


(Victoria), Sarah Lancashire (Happy 
Valley) and recent Golden Globe 
winner Tom Hiddleston (The Night 
Manager) will vie for the title. 

All of their series are also in the 
running for awards, in either the 
Drama or Period Drama sections. 

Other big names and shows set to 
feature on the night are Cold Feet, 
Casualty, Coronation Street, David 
Walliams, Simon Cowell and Game of 
Thrones. 

Dermot O’Leary will host the event 
live from London’s 02 arena, while 
Oueen of the Jungle Scarlett Moffatt 
takes charge of the ceremony’s social 
media feeds, delivering all the latest 
backstage gossip in the process. 

“I’ve never been to an awards 
ceremony before,” says Scarlett. “I 
can’t believe the first one I’m attending 
is as part of the actual NTA team 
working alongside Dermot, the master 
of live TV; it’s going to be such an 
amazing experience. 

‘To top it off, my Dad gets to be my 
plus one and walk me down my first 
ever red carpet. What more can a girl 
ask for?” 



The National Television Awards 2017, Wednesday, ITV, 7.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Winterwatch 2017 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Chris Packham, Michaela Strachan and 
Martin Hughes-Games return to RSPB Arne in 
Dorset as they present from their base on Poole 
Harbour, which is officially the most biodiverse region 
in the UK, with more species of animals and plants 
within 10 miles of Wareham than anywhere else in 
the country. Gillian Burke examines military pillboxes 
in Studland to explore the lives of hibernating 
butterflies in winter, while Martin tries to understand 
the harbour’s appeal for waders, particularly avocets, 
and has an incredible revelation. 

TUESDAY 

Brainwashing Stacey 
BBC1,10.45pm 

Stacey Dooley travels to southern California to meet 
Jeff White, an anti-abortion campaigner who runs a 
group entitled Survivors of the Abortion Holocaust. 
He’s been arrested more than 100 times for leading 
public protests against pregnancy terminations, and 
runs so-called Survivors Pro-Life Training Camps, in 
which children from all over America are invited to 
take part in summer camps which, according to its 
website, aims to eeducate and equip young 
activitists who are willing to be used by God to 


defend those unjustly sentenced to death’. Dooley 
joins some of the youngsters on field trips which 
seem to involve disrupting what goes on at abortion 
clinics, and hears why they feel that White’s 
message is one that should be heard and heeded. 


WEDNESDAY 

Who Do You Think You Are? 

BBC1, 8pm 

As the ‘last of the McKellen’s’, the award¬ 
winning actor and civil rights champion Sir Ian 
McKellen admits to a degree of melancholy 
as delves into his family history, but the 
results pay off greatly. On his journey back 
through his family history, he discovers 
one of his ancestors was a Victorian 
political activist, and another relative 
was also linked to the theatre. Finally, 

Ian learns that previous generations of 
his family have a surprising link to an 1 
ancient druidical landmark in the Lake 
District. 

Hospital 
BBC2, 9pm 

The spotlight moves to the neurological 

ward, where crane driver Phil is _ } 

one of the most urgent cases. 


After collapsing at work he is becoming increasingly 
paralysed, and Kevin O’Neill, one of the country’s 
leading brain surgeons, wants to remove the fast¬ 
growing brain tumour causing Phil’s condition. It’s a 
life-threatening operation, and time is of the 
essence - but securing theatre time in a hospital at 
bursting point proves to be far from simple, 
t waiting times could be a thing of the 
t if revolutionary new treatments that 
don’t involve invasive brain surgery 
\ prove to be successful. Consultant 
1 neurologist Dr Peter Bain is at the 
i forefront of this work, and talks 
viewers through how using MRI- 
kfocussed ultrasound waves could 
' k replace knives and drills. 

I THURSDAY 
Spy in the Wild 
BBC1, 8pm 

” The undercover cameras reveal 
how animals rely upon each other 
for a range of activities. Arctic 
wolves group together to survive in 
one of the harshest landscapes on 
earth, a band of hungry mongoose 
j groom warthogs for tasty morsels - 
before turning 



Brainwashing Stacey, Tuesday, BBC1,10.45pm 


their attention to Spy Warthog - and fish help clean 
hippos’ bodies, as well as providing a unique dental 
service. Meanwhile, crocodiles and dikkop birds 
take part in a mutual neighbourhood watch against 
hungry prowling monitor lizards, and Spy 
Rattlesnake captures how prairie dogs and 
burrowing owls use their language skills to tell the 
rest of their community of approaching danger. 

FRIDAY 

Eurovision: You Decide 
BBC2,7.30pm 

It’s now been 20 years since the UK won the 
Eurovision Song Contest - our last victors were 
Katrina and the Waves back in 1997 with Love 
Shine a Light. So that makes it all the more 
important that we find the right song to represent us 
this year, and the BBC are turning to the public to 
help with the search. Hosted by self-confessed 
Eurovision fan Mel Giedroyc from the Hammersmith 
Apollo, this live shows sees six short-listed acts 
taking to the stage in the hopes of impressing the 
viewers and a jury of music professionals. The 
panel will offer feedback on the songs - and some 
suggestions as to how they might be staged - 
before their scores are combined with the public 
vote to determine who will be flying the flag for the 
UK in Ukraine this year. 




Includes 

Verandah 


FULL TONGUI 


FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until you 
fill the vacancy 


Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


Concrete 


Summer 


FREE 


FREE 


Garages 


Houses 


FITTING 


FITTING 


- n i m 


Fitted prices from 


Fitted prices from 


7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 


Single Garage 04 C HO 
16ft x 8ft 


8ft x 6ft £725 Verand. 


Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£3099 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


IOOVE I 


selected products 

Old Buildings Removec 
a Asbestos Disposal 
S Base Laying Service 
Free Quotations 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.412 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

s 

2 

X 

H 

C 

5 

Q 

6 o 

7 

P 

8 

1 

F 

10 

J 

11 

V 

12 

W 

13 

Y 

14 

M 

15 

E 

16 

D 

17 

z 

18 

R 

19 

A 

20 

B 

21 

G 

22 

K 

23 

L 

24 

N 

25 

T 

26 

u 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Everybody out of 
bed: this is the end! 
(3,2) 

4. Cut nail for 
madman (7) 

8. Take the lead in 
behaviour (7) 

9. He has a suit, of 
course (5) 

10. The majority 
of doctors get 
treatment first (4) 

11. Charm by getting 
on stage? (8) 

13. Plunge into a 
drinking-den (4) 

14. At this point in the 
rehearsal (4) 

16. Current minister is 
absolutely right (8) 

17. Frank has nothing 
to writer (4) 

20.1 break up game 
involving idol (5) 

21. Compunction about 
code (7) 

22. Try a leg in a big 
way (7) 

23. Entertain, as 
doctors do (5) 


Down 

1. Obliging with 
lodgings, perhaps 
(13) 

2. Rows involve 
falsehoods about 
Norman, initially (5) 

3. Register pique 
when dupes get 
dues this way (4) 

4. The French 
temporary home is 
hidden (6) 

5. Stagger from all 
quarters to see 
topical film (4-4) 

6. Counter beat (7) 

7. Complementary 
journalist (13) 

12. Get too many 
degrees for 
comfort? (8) 

13. Aver led race (7) 

15. Violent tale about a 

thousand (6) 

18. Clearing out of 
undesirables from 
group urgently 
needed(5) 

19. Give out time is up 

(4) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


1 

6 






4 



9 


6 


5 



1 



5 



8 



7 


2 

7 





5 


5 



4 


2 



9 


4 


7 



8 
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4 



8 



7 



6 


1 



3 


2 



7 


5 




3 

8 


Quick Clues: 

Across 


1. Force back (5) 
4. Quell (7) 

8. Scheme (7) 

9. Subject (5) 

10. Alleviate (4) 

11. Reduce (8) 

13. Act (4) 

14. Profit (4) 

16. Harshness (8) 

17. Labyrinth (4) 

20. Lighter (5) 

21. Tedious (7) 

22. Factor (7) 

23. Urge (5) 


Down 

1. Blameworthy (13) 

2. Devout (5) 

3. Dregs (4) 

4. Preferably (6) 

5. Fatherly (8) 

6.Interpret (7) 

7. Extreme reticence (13) 

12. Respite (8) 

13. Separate (7) 

15. Rigorous (6) 

18. Without help (5) 

19. Neglect (4) 



3 8 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 3 Spaghetti; 8 Ties; 9 Sover¬ 
eign; 10 Roller; 11 Steed; 14 Lisle; 15 Note; 16 
Remit; 18 Neil; 20 Rents; 21 Cites; 24 Marian; 

25 Unmarried; 26 Shun; 27 Plaything. Down: 1 
Startling; 2 Realistic; 4 Poor; 5 Guest; 6 Eleven; 

7 Tags; 9 Sewer; 11 Samos; 12 Downright; 13 
Reasoning; 17 Tread; 19 Litany; 22 Earth; 23 
Anil; 24 Mean. QUICK - Across: 3 Pseudonym; 8 
Item; 9 Destitute; 10 Lessen; 11 Tenet; 14 Nurse; 
15 True; 16 Rumba; 18 Sold; 20 Fount; 21 Yield; 
24 Propel; 25 Reconcile; 26 Dawn; 27 Wrangling. 
Down: 1 Violinist; 2 Leisurely; 4 Seen; 5 Untie; 6 
Outset; 7 Yeti; 9 Defer; 11 Timid; 12 Triumphal; 

13 Pestilent; 17 Afire; 19 Disown; 22 Local; 23 
Gear; 24 Plan. 


Niner 


1. What nationality was the painter Paul 
Klee? 

2. In which war were the Battles of Bull 
Run fought? 

3. Who won the 1994 Booker Prize? 

4. With which film did Marlene Dietrich win 
world fame? 

5. Whose wife was Helen of Troy? 


6. Of which Canadian province is 
Winnipeg the capital? 

7. In snooker, how many points is the 
brown ball worth? 

8. Which element has the symbol Na? 

9. What is a pond-skater? 

10. Which calendar includes the months 
Messidor and Thermidor? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Mallord; 2 Quango; 3 Jack Lemmon; 
4 Trefoil; 5 Edward II; 6 1971; 7 Land of 
Nod; 8 Canada; 9 Dundee; 10 Orchids. 
Niner: SPHERICAL 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


152785 gives a golf club, 

34669 gives a second golf club, 

297859833 gives an American golf course. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Family business established 20 years with large showroom 

> KITCHENS 


We don’t 
guarantee to 
beat any 
‘LIKE FOR LIKE’ 
price - but we’ll 
be surprised i 
don’ 

Call 01543 379666 for a 
FREE No 


• BEDROOMS 

• BATHROOMS 

• HOME OFFICES 

• High Quality 

• Low Prices 


► Bedrooms and Home Offices from over 300 designs 

► No deposit and balance on completion 

Gome and discover the nest 


kept 


iiatL a i m 


iwnhills 


FOR GREAT 2017 SAVINGS 
VISIT THE FACTORY SHOWROOM 


& 




NEW SHOWROOM REFIT! 




I 

I 




Chase Bedrooms and Kitchens Ltd, Unit 1 Toll Point, Chase Road, Brownhills, Walsall, West Midlands WS8 6JT 

www.chasebedroomsandkitchens.com • Tel: 01543 379666 


IS Displays On Show, 
Custom Size Fitted 
Furniture Available, 

3D Design Available 

No Hassle Quotation 

Fitting Service Available 

Family Business 
Established Over 30 Years 

Chase Bedrooms & 
Kitchens Ltd 

Unit I Toll Point, Chase Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 6JP 

Tel: 01543 379 666 
cbkltd@aol.com 
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eating out 



Golden globes - porcini mushroom arancini with lovage pesto 


Warm and welcoming interior 


Sound as a bell - The Bell in Belbroughton 



As good as gold - melting golden chocolate bomb 


Fantastic food sound as a Bell 


MONDAY. Quite possibly the 
worst day of the week. Back to 
work when you’ve just enjoyed a 
lovely, lazy weekend. 

A harsh dose of reality after two 
days bliss. But on a cheeky day off, 
while the rest of the country began 
their nine-to-five, it was nice to know 
a leisurely lunch was imminent. 

It seemed like a good idea to revisit a pub 
that was a four-star find 18 months ago and 
had not long reopened after a revamp. 

It was a good decision and standards re¬ 
main high, another four stars, and there 
would’ve been an extra half had there not 
been a salmon and spinach debacle - to be 
revealed in due course. 

So on a rainy Monday we ventured to the 
warm and welcoming pub. Gone were the 
countrified and formal furnishings replaced 
with a fancy and modern eclectic mix of 
looks. Bright velvet seats were coupled with 
animal prints and plain bold colours. Metal 
lantern lights and huge light shades hung 
above our heads. 

Our waitress, Amy, was bright and bub- 


Lisa Williams tucks in 


bly and very helpful. The menu has a great 
deal of choice which should satisfy the fuss¬ 
iest of eaters. It also has a fair few imagina¬ 
tive dishes. 

Stand-out options include something 
that’s all the rage at the moment - a Wagyu 
burger; there’s also a fisherman’s platter 
starter including Sloe gin smoked salmon 
with salmon caviar and crayfish cocktail in 
bloody Mary ketchup. 

And for veggies there’s a roasted win¬ 
ter vegetable tart stuffed with butternut 
squash, beetroot and Cropwell Bishop cus¬ 
tard with a Stilton and walnut crumb; and 
also a buttermilk Southern Fried chicken 
stuffed with ‘nduja sausage, with sweet po¬ 
tato fries, apple salad and preserved lemon 
aioli. 

There are plenty of other simpler options 
too, sandwiches if you fancy a lighter bite, 
pizzas, pasta, salads and loads of meat and 
fish dishes. 

We decided to go all out and have three 
courses. My other half went for the deep- 
fried Somerset Brie in panko breadcrumbs 


with apricot and cumin chutney and I chose 
the Porcini Mushroom Arancini with lovage 
pesto. 

My three golden orbs of arancini were de¬ 
lightful. The perfect crunch gave way to a 
heady mix of earthy mushrooms, salty and 
sticky mozzarella and al dente rice. 

The Somerset Brie was a gooey splen¬ 
dour with stretchy strings of cheese. For 
mains he went for hearty man food, a 
steak, ale and Portobello mushroom pie 
with mashed potato, heritage carrots and 
seasonal greens. 

Delicious 

For me a fish dish from the specials menu, 
oven-baked salmon on a bed of tomato and 
garlic linguine with wilted spinach. A 
lovely shortcrust pastry pie appeared with 
a good helping of mashed potato and veg. 

My salmon looked delicious with a gor¬ 
geously crispy skin nut immediately I no¬ 
ticed the absence of the wilted spinach. I 
cut into the salmon and began to eat. There 
was a bone and then another. The fish was 
slightly slimy and when I poked in my fork 
further I could see it wasn’t cooked. 

Amy apologised profusely and with no 


fuss she took away both meals. After a little 
wait they were returned to us. My salmon 
was back with spinach and cooked perfectly. 
The flavour of the tomato and the garlic in 
the linguine, which was cooked as pasta 
should be, was subtle but fresh and worked 
well with the fish. 

The way the situation was handled and 
the quality of the fresh meals more than 
made up for the initial disappointment. 

The pie was a success too, with the pastry 
getting top marks. 

Despite feeling quite full we weren’t 
leaving without sampling dessert. I wanted 
something lighter as I didn’t want to end up 
feeling stuffed so went for the ‘200 calories 
or less’ option. 

This was strawberries and frozen natural 
yoghurt with honey ripple and rhubarb and 
rose flavour curd. It sounded refreshing and 
also the curd a little intriguing. 

He went for something chocolatey, the 
melting golden chocolate bomb with cara¬ 
mel ice cream, chocolate popping candy and 
hot Devon cream toffee sauce. 

We left with great big grins on our faces, 
full bellies and made a promise to return as 
soon as we possibly could! 



POMPEII, CAPRI & 
THE BAY OF NAPLES 


LAKE GARDA, 
VENICE & VERONA 


The Sorrento peninsula and the Bay of Naples is simply one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, attracting visitors 
for centuries in search of its outstanding scenery, tranquillity and some of the most wondrous'sights'from throughout 
history. Add the excellent food and wine, plus the Italians themselves with their legendary love of life, and you have all the 
ingredients for a wonderful tour. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights to Naples from a selection of regional airports 

• Seven nights in a choice of three, four, four-star superior and five-star accommodation in Sorrento with breakfast and dinner* 

• Walking tour of Sorrento, one of Italy's most charming towns 

• Cruise to the stunning island of Capri home to three Roman Emperors, DH Lawrence and Graham Greene 

• Guided tour of the Roman town of Herculaneum 

• Tour of the Naples Archaeological Museum, displaying some of the ancient world's finest exhibits 

• Guided tour of astonishingly preserved Pompeii, a city frozen in time 

• Tour of the astonishing Amalfi coast - one of the world's most beautiful coastlines 

• Visit to charming, hill-top Ravello with its incredible panoramic views and the setting for Wagner's opera Parsifal 

• Services of our experienced tour manager 


This tour is a wonderful blend of some of the finest sights in northern Italy. Firstly Lake Garda, where waves lap gently 
on the shingle shoreline, with its background of the snow-capped Dolomite mountains; then Venice, a unique city full of 
cultural delights such as the Doge's Palace, St. Mark's Basilica and the Grand Canal; lastly, Verona, one of the most romantic 
cities you will ever find and so appropriate as the setting for Romeo and Juliet. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights to Naples from a selection of regional airports 

• Seven nights in a choice of three to four-star superior accommodation, with breakfast and dinner 

• Tour of beautiful Lake Garda, Italy's largest lake spectacularly surrounded by mountains and charming lakeside villages 

• Guided sightseeing tour of medieval Verona, the city of Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, plus a wealth of Roman and 
Renaissance sites 

• Tour of the Dolomites with some of the world's finest alpine scenery 

• Guided sightseeing tour of Venice 

• Services of our experienced tour manager 

• /VEI/V: Select a'dassic'or'undiscovered'tour ofVenice and Verona 


Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire DEM 1SP and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Additional entrance costs may apply. Price correct as 
of 12-1-17. *Hotel Mediterraneo is breakfast only. 


Selected departures from April to October 2017 


Selected departures from April to October 2017 


To make a booking or to request your free brochure, call: 01283 245211 or visit: www.wlsriviera.co.uk 
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Greatly improved 
detached is in a 
popular cul de sac 

A superb property that is greatly improved, 10, 
Long Mynd Close, Coppice Farm, Willenhall is for 
sale through Skitts at offers in excess of £259,999. 

In a sough after cul-de-sac its accommodation 
briefly comprises an entrance hall, a lounge, a dining 
room, a re-fitted breakfast kitchen, four good sized 
bedrooms, a re-fitted bathroom, re-fitted en-suite, 
garage, driveway and gardens. 

With an asphalt driveway to the fore flanked by a 
lawned garden the property is entered through the 
front door into an entrance hall with stairs and a 
downstairs cloakroom/WC off. 

The lounge has a bay window to the front and a 
feature fireplace housing a gas fire. 

The dining room has a sliding patio door to the rear. 

The re-fitted breakfast kitchen has a range of wall 
and base cupboard units with work surfaces, a five 
ring gas hob, an electric oven, integrated dishwasher, 
fridge and washing machine,a single drainer sink 
unit, a breakfast bar, a wall-mounted boiler and a 
window overlooking the rear garden and another 
window to the side. 

Off the first floor landing is an airing cupboard, loft 
access and window to the side. 

Bedroom one has a built-in wardrobe with sliding 
doors and a window overlooking the frontage. 

It is served by a re-fitted en-suite with a shower 
cubicle, low flush WC, vanity wash hand basin, a 
heated towel rail and a window to the side. 

Bedroom has a window to the front and bedroom 
three has a window to the rear, as does bedroom four. 

The re-fitted family bathroom comes with a panelled 
bath, separate shower cubicle, low-flush WC, vanity 
wash hand basin, a heated towel rail, a window to the 
rear and fully tiled walls and flooring. 

Outside the rear garden is laid to lawn and includes 
a paved patio are. 

The garage has an up-and-over door, power and 
lighting. 


WILLENHALL £259,999 





He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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Versatile home 
with seven 
bedrooms and 
four bathrooms 


WALSALL 

£550,000 


Having seven bedrooms 
and four bathrooms, this 
versatile property, situated 
in Gillity Close, Walsall, lies 
on a large and impressive 
corner plot. 

It is for sale through Webbs 
at £550,000. 

Close to local shops and 
amenities in a sought after 
location and with a double 
garage, viewing is strongly 
recommended. 

An extremely versatile 
property, in brief its 
accommodation consists of 
a spacious entrance hallway, 
a large family lounge, three 
bedrooms, a bathroom and a 
shower room, a sitting room, 
kitchen/diner and utility to the 
ground floor. 

Contact Webbs on 01922 
663399 or visit www. 
webbsestateagents.co.uk 





Property in need of 
some refurbishment 

BL0XWICH 

£250,000 

This extended three-bedroomed detached 
bungalow in Enderley Drive, Bloxwich is in need 
of refurbishment. 

Coming with an extensively paved fore garden, 
a side garage, extensive rear garden and garden 
store/workshop, it is for sale through Fraser Wood at 
£250,000. 

With double glazing, it has an L-shaped reception 
hall, a rear lounge, an extended breakfast kitchen, 
three bedrooms and a shower room with a WC. 

Call Fraser Wood on 01922 627686. 




BIGWOOD 


Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 

^@SDLBigwood 


Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 



1 WEEK TO GO 
DON’T MISS THE 
DEADLINE! 


Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

0121 233 5046 


Black Country & The North 

07830 375 823 



* 

> . 







1 



i 



Attractive home has tasteful decor and corner plot 


This generous detached family 
home on a corner plot in Norton 
Lane, Walsall comes with a 
detached double garage and 
kennels. 

Deceptively spacious and 
beautifully presented, it is for sale 
through Webbs Estate Agents at 
£295,000, possibly available with 
no chain. Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance porch, a 


WALSALL 

£295,000 

through hallway, a guest WC, a 
generous lounge, a dining kitchen, 
a dining room, a guest WC, three 
double bedrooms, an en-suite and a 
family bathroom. Externally there are 
generous gardens to three sides, two 


driveways and a double detached 
garage. 

This home is pleasantly decorated 
throughout in neutral, modern 
shades and features wooden-effect, 
carpeted and tiled floors. In more 
detail the lounge has a feature 
fireplace. 

Contact estate agent Webbs on 
01543 468846. 
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We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 


ESTATE AGENTS 


Long Mynd Close, Coppice Farm 

A 


£259,999 




^71 

k^ 

EPCTBC 


Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 

dudley@skitts.net 01384 214 996 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

surveyors@skitts. net 0121 520 2255 


Fibbersley, Wednesfield 

At 


SHE 




4 1 

k^ 

EPCTBC 


Mill Lane, Willenhall 

A 


Offers £229,950 




1 3 I 

k-L 

EPCTBC 


Ambergate Close, Bloxwich 


Offers £182,500 



Stoney Lane, 

Bloxwich 


Offers £375,000 


EPC F 


^ * ' 


Perth Ro 
Summer 

ad, 

Hayes 

Im i 

l 

lI 

EPC D 
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k^ 

EPC D 


Offers £180,000 





Perry Ha 
Summer 

II Drive, 
Hayes 

P 1 

1— 1 3 1 

1 

EPC D 


Simmonds Road, 

Bloxwich 


£160,000 


Morris Avenue, 
Bentley 


Offers £155,000 


i 


EPC D 






EPC TBC 


Abbotts! 
Bloxwich 

Street, 

' 

i 

1—1 3 1 

_i 

EPC D 



Myrtle Close, 

Woodlands 
Estate 



Spindle 1 

Rise, Off 
Av 

rree 

Stroud 

P 1 

I—1 2 1 

i 

EPC C 


Gurney Road, 
Walsall 


EPC 
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13: Unlucky for 
some but a lucky 
choice for the 
bargain hunters 

Homebuyers could save around £9,000 on the 
cost of a property - if they are willing to live at 
“unlucky” number 13 - research suggests. 

Nearly one in three (30%) homeowners would 
be less likely to buy a house if it was at number 
13, according to a survey from property website 
Zoopla. 

But buyers who are not put off may be able to 
find a bargain, as analysis of Zoopla’s website 
found homes with this number are typically 
£8,974 cheaper than the average UK property, 
which is valued at £300,012. 

The research, which was released last week 
to coincide with Friday the 13th, found that 
more than two-fifths (43%) of people consider 
themselves to be superstitious. 

Nearly a quarter (23%) of those surveyed said 
they would not exchange or complete on, or even 
move into, a property on Friday the 13th. 

Nearly half (46%) of people have a lucky 
number, and a further one in five (19%) would be 
more likely to buy a property if it featured their 
favoured digits. 

While seven was found to be the most popular 
lucky number, the research also found that many 
people believe the number 13 attracts good luck 
rather than bad. 

Thirteen was identified as the next most popular 
lucky number in the survey, after seven. 

Zoopla’s analysis of property numbers on its 
website also found that number one tends to be 
the most expensive door number, with the first 
home on the street typically valued at £319,318. 

Number 100 tends to be the next most 
expensive property, with an average value of 
£311,107, with number two ranked in third place, 
with a typical value of £308,468. 

Lawrence Hall, a spokesman for Zoopla, said: 
“Our research shows that properties at number 
13 are around 3% cheaper than the average UK 
property, which could provide a significant saving 
on homes with high asking prices.” 


ANDREW DIXON 
& COMPANY 



OFFICES 


Commercial & Industrial Properties •Chartered Surveyors 
•Commercial Property Consultants • Estate Agents & Surveyors 


INDUCTA HOUSE, BLOXWICH 


• Two Storey Offices 

• Approx 1,846 sq ft 

• Individual & Open Plan Offices 

• WC & Kitchen Facilities on Each Floor 

• Car Parking 

• EPC Rating G-156 

RENT: From £5.00 psf pax 


ANDREW DIXON & COMPANY 

The Woodlands, 4 Hallcourt Crescent, off Walsall Road, Cannock, Staffordshire. WS110AB. 
Tel: (01543) 506640 also at Telford www.adixon.co.uk email: enquiries@adixon.co.uk 


Buy to let mortgage market 
returns to previous level 



Following a shift to more 
remortgaging in the buy to let 
lending market, more landlords 
moved to purchase properties 
in the final quarter of 2016, the 
latest data shows. 

After the Brexit vote in the summer 
and concerns about changes to stamp 
duty for additional homes the number of 
mortgages for new purchase fell in the 
third quarter of the year. 

But the latest buy to let index from 
Mortgages for Business shows that while 
remortgaging continued to account for 
the bulk of activity, lending for purchase’s 
market share returned to levels seen 
earlier in the year. 

Transactions 

The share of lending for purchases 
in the vanilla buy to let market, that 
is standard buy to let transactions, 
increased from 28% in the third quarter of 
2016 to 38% in the fourth quarter. 

Meanwhile, there was a more 
subtle shift in the Houses in Multiple 
Occupation (HMO) lending market, with 
the share of purchases rising to 26%. 
While this is below the level seen in the 
second quarter, it brings this part of the 
market back in line with the level seen 
before the announcement of the changes 
to landlords’ tax relief in 2015. 

“It is encouraging to see that the share 
of lending for purchase in the buy to let 
mortgage market returned to normal in 
the fourth quarter of 2016,” said David 
Whittaker, chief executive officer of 
broker Mortgages for Business. 

“Following a notable shift towards 
lending for remortgage in the third 
quarter, landlords showed they were 
once again willing to commit to new 
purchases. 

“The outcome of the European Union 
referendum, and the subsequent 


macro-economic uncertainty dampened 
purchase lending in the third quarter 
with many landlords initially opting for a 
cautious approach,” he explained. 

“While changes to stamp duty on 
second properties and landlords’ tax 
relief mean that landlords need to 
approach their investments intelligently, 
there are still excellent returns to be had 
in the market - especially compared to 
other asset classes,” he added. 


The results of the index also show that 
the average loan to value (LTV) ratios 
across all products remained stable at 
67% in the final quarter of 2016. Gross 
yields also remain unchanged. 

The index also reveals that there was 
a significant uplift in the typical property 
value and loan size in the multi-unit 
block mortgage market. This is due to 
an increase in the number of mortgages 
being taken out on very high value multi¬ 


unit properties. Over the fourth quarter 
some 30% of multi-unit applications 
involved properties worth more than 
£ 1 , 000 , 000 . 

“There is clearly an appetite among 
investors for more valuable multi-unit 
blocks, with the lending share of million- 
pound plus blocks from growing under a 
fifth in the third quarter to almost a third 
in the fourth quarter,” Whittaker pointed 
out. 


Lending availability is set to increase 



Mortgage availability is expected to increase 
during the first three months of 2017, according to 
a survey of banks and building societies. 

The Bank of England’s Credit Conditions Survey 
found availability for borrowers with deposits of less 
than 25% is also predicted to edge up in the coming 
months. 

The survey, which asks lenders about current 
and future trends, is conducted every three months 
as part of the Bank’s role in maintaining financial 
stability. The most recent survey was carried out 
between November 21 and December 9. 

Pressure 

The Bank also released a Credit Conditions 
Review which said some major lenders expect that 
recent increases in swap rates, which lenders use 
to price their loans, may put an upward pressure on 
mortgage rates. 

Those taking part in the Credit Conditions Survey 
said they expect profit margins on mortgages to be 
squeezed in the first three months of 2017. 

Lenders also reported that the availability of non¬ 
mortgage credit to households increased slightly in 
the last three months of 2016, but was expected to 
decrease slightly in the coming three months. 

Credit scoring criteria for credit cards were reported 


to have tightened in the last three months of 2016, 
and demand for credit card and other non-mortgage 
lending was reported to have increased. 

Lenders also reported that overall demand for 
corporate lending from small and medium-sized 
businesses decreased significantly in the last three 
months of 2016, but remained unchanged for larger 


firms. Demand for lending from small businesses is 
expected to fall back in the first quarter of 2017. 

Lenders reported that default rates on loans to 
small businesses had increased slightly for the first 
time since the third quarter of 2014. 

Default rates on loans to medium businesses had 
also increased. 


























Usk Close .Bloxwich 

• One Bedroom Ground Floor Flat 

• Allocated Parking Space 


• Self Contained 


• Private Entrance 


• Lounge 


• Situated on Main Bus Route 


• Fitted Kitchen 


• DHSS Accepted 


• Bathroom with Shower 


• Rating: 71 


V 

Monthly Rental Of £400.00 PCM 

J 


Harrison Street,Walsall 


• Two Bedroom First Floor Flat 

• Double Glazing 


• Large Lounge 

• Private Entrance 


• Fitted Kitchen 

• Large Lounge 


• Bathroom with Shower 

• DHSS Accepted. 


• Electric Heating 

• Rating:33 


^ Monthly Rental Of £400.00 PCM 

_ J 


Waterfront Way,Walsall 


• One Bedroom Ground Floor Apartment 

• Open Plan Lounge / Kitchen 

• Bathroom with Shower over Bath 

• Secure Gated Entrance 

• Sorry No DHSS 

• Rating: 85 


Monthly Rental Of £450.00 PCM J 


Cecil Street,Walsall 

• Three Bedroom Terrace 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Recently Refurbished 

• Downstairs Bathroom 


• New Fitted Kitchen 

• Upstairs Three Bedrooms 


• New Fitted Bathroom 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Double Glazing 

• Rating: 56 


V 

Monthly Rental Of £475.00 PM 

J 




Broadway,Walsall 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build 

• Communal Hallway with Lift 

• Lounge with Balcony 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Rating:88 

^ Monthly Rental Of £595.00 PCM ^ 


Pargeter Street,Walsall 

• Two Bedroom Terrace 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Entrance Hall 

• Out side Parking 


• Front Reception Room 

• Front & Rear Gardens 


• Rear Lounge 

• DHSS Accepted 


• Kitchen 

• Rating: 66 


V 

Monthly Rental Of £475.00 PCM 

_ ) 


Pendlebury Close,Walsall 


Newhome Way.Blakenall 



Broadway,Walsall 


• Two Bedroom Ground Floor Apartment 

• Large Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Family Bathroom 

• Showers over the Bath 


• Shared Rear Garden with access 

• Patio Doors in Lounge 

• Allocated Parking 

• Sorry No DHSS, Pets or Smokers 

• Rating:78 


• Three Bedroom Mid Terraced Townhouse 

• Kitchen 

• Downstairs WC 

• Lounge 

• Family Bathroom 


• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Parking Space 

• No Dhss Accepted 

• Rating: 82 


Monthly Rental Of £495.00 


Monthley Rental of £575.00 PCM 


• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build 

• Communal Hallway with Lift 

• Kitchen/Lounge 

• Family Bathroom 

^ Monthly Rental Of £595,00 PCM ^ 


Lane Avenue,Walsall 


S 


\ 


Water Reed Grove,Walsall 




Three Bedrooms 
Cloakroom / WC 
Lounge 

Kitchen/Diner 
Family Bathroom & Ensuite 
Shower Room 
Fully Furnished House 
Off Road Parking 
Rating:89 


• Three Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Family Bathroom 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Rear Garden 

• Sorry No DHSS 

Monthly Rental Of £550 



• Four Bedroom 

• Three bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen/Diner 

• En-Suite Shower Room 

• Entrance Hall 

• Rating:77 


• Five Bedroom Detached 

• Coppice Farm Estate 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Utility 

• Rating:67 


y Monthly Rental Of £850 PCM J 


Monthly Rental Of £850 PCM 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


* Walsall 

* Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

* Wolverhampton 


D 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


> 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 
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WILLENHALL 

EDGEWORTH CLOSE 


• • EXTENDED LOCATION • • 

THREE BEDROOM CONSERVATORY 

PROPERTY • • • • ENCLOSED 

CUL-DE-SAC REAR GARDEN 


£150,000 Offers Over 


WE WILL SELL YOUR HOME FOR 


BLOXWICH 

YIELDFIELDS HALL FARM 


PAYABLE UPON COMPLETION 

NO SALE NO FEE 


• Semi Rural Location • Lounge, 

• Det. Dormer Dining Room 

Bungalow • Kitchen, Utility 

• Reception Hallwav • Guests WC 

WILLENHALL 

BAYNTON ROAD 


VALUATION 


A. A 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 


RIGHTMOVE & ZOOPLA LISTING 


• 3 Bed Semi 

• Garage 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Gardens 

• Kitchen 

• Viewing 

• Bathroom 

Recemmended 

£130.000 Offers Over 

WALSALL 

MILTON STREET 




• THREE BEDROOMS 

REFURBISHMENT 

• TWO 

• CLOSE TO LOCAL 

RECEPTION ROOMS 

SHOPSAND 

• IN NEED OF 

AMENITIES 

£110. 

,000 

ALDRIDGE 

BERRYFIELDS 


m 




• Mid Town House • Bathroom 

• 2 Reception Rooms • Rear Garden 

• Kitchen • Parking 

• 3 Bedrooms 

WALSALL 

SELBY WAY 


• 3REE BEDROOMS 

ROOM •• OFF 

• • REFITTED 

ROAD PARKING 

KITCHEN AND 

• •CLOSE TO 

SPACIOUS UTILITY 

SHOPS AND RAIL 

_£105,000_ 


WALSALL 

EAGLEWORKS 


> Ground Floor 
* Hallway 

> Lounge 

> Kitchen 


• 2 Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Parking 

• Viewing 


£44,950 40% Shared 


CHESLYN HAY 

LITTLEWOOD LANE 


• Refurbished 
Family Home 

• Guests WC 

• Lounge 


• Kitchen/Diner 

• Bathroom 

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 
En-Suites 


WALSALL 

WINDRUSH CLOSE 


• Semi Detached • Guest WC 

• Through hallway • Three bedrooms 

• Kitchen • Bathroom 

• Lounge diner • Gardens 

BLOXWICH 

SNEYD LANE 


• Investment Property 

Bathroom 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• 3 Bedrooms 

• Kitchen, WC 

• Rear Garden 

• Ground Floor 

• No Chain 

£90 



RUSHALL 

ROUGH BROOK ROAD 


• Entrance hall, 

• Kitchen, 

• Lounge, 

• Guest WC. 


• Two Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom. 

• Driveway 

• Enclosed Garden 


£129,950 


WALSALL 

CASTLE ROAD 


• DETACHED 

• THREE 

• DECEPTIVELY 

RECEPTION ROOMS 

SPACIOUS 

• OVERLOOKING 

FAMILY HOME 

OPEN FIELDS 

_£265,000_ 
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auction 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

0121 289 3838 


Auction 

Wednesday 8th 
February 2017 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. Walsall. WS1 4SA 


Hamilton Street 
Bloxwich 


I This traditionally styled semi detached property is situated in a popular I 
| residential area and would make an ideal purchase for a first time buyer I 
>r investor. The double glazed accommodation is in need of si 
| modernisation. 

•Guide Price £69,000 PLUS 


Genge Avenue 
Wolverhampton 


I Set in a quiet cul-de-sac amongst similar relatively new properties, this I 
I 3 bedroom dormer bungalow offers well planned living accommodation I 
e benefit of gas central heating and double glazing. Situated I 
| within a short distance of Wolverhampton city centre, the property I 
I would make an ideal purchase for an owner/occupier or investor. 

•Guide Price £130,000 PLUS 

Sandwell Street 
Walsall 


I This three bedroom detached property is in need of modernisation. The | 
I property is situated in a popular residential area and is within walking I 
I distance of multiple schools. This makes the property ideally suited I 
| towards both home owners as well as investors. 

•Guide Price £137,500 PLUS 


20th and 27th Jan at 11.15 am 


Athol Drive 
St. Georges 


Springfields 

Rushall 


Slim Road 
Bentley 


t=r cu 


m. u 


! tfetj 


on a corner plot in this popular I 
I and sought after residential area, 

I traditionally styled semi detached property I 
I has gas fired central heating and offers I 
I spacious well planned accommodation. Ii 
I need of modernisation and improvement, I 
I the property would make an ideal purchase I 
I for builder or investor and offer tremendous | 
I scope for further improvement. 


Dyas Avenue 
Birmingham 


iji nr 


I Situated in the popular residential area of St. Georges, Telford this I 
| two bedroom semi detached property is ideally located. The property I 
I requires very little modernisation and therefore makes it ideal for ar 
I Investor. Cash offers only are invited due to presence of Japanese knot I 
id in the adjoining property. 

•Guide Price £75,000 PLUS 


Salmon Court, Stratford Road | 
Wellesbourne 


\ delightfully appointed and maintained semi detached dormer I 
I bungalow benefiting from gas fired central heating and uPVC double I 
I glazing. Situated in a popular residential area within 
I Rushall centre, the property would be ideal as a rental or for owner | 
I occupation for a first time buyer. 

•Guide Price £99,950 PLUS 

Dorsett Road 
Darlaston 


Ryle Street 
Bloxwich 


I This substantial traditionally styled semi detached property offers I 
I spacious well planned accommodation which is predominately double I 
I glazed and which is situated in a popular residential established I 
| residential area within a short walk of Darlaston town centre. The | 
I property is in need of modernisation and improvement. 

•Guide Price £73,000 PLUS 


I Off St 


;t parking to front. 

•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


Hogarth Close 
Willenhall 


I This charming extended link detached family home is traditionally I 
I styled, boasting a distinct frontage with character features throughout. I 
I The property is situated in a popular residential area with an abundance | 
I of shops and schools nearby. 

•Guide Price £185,000 PLUS 


and Adjacent 93a Dingle Street | 
Oldbury 


open for inspection. 


I Situated in the quiet Warwickshire village Wellesbourne, this purpose I 
| built ground floor apartment is situated in a small development for the I 
jr 60’s administered by McCarthy & Stone. Independent living is 
I coupled with the ability to join in shared events in the well equipped I 
| lounge or landscaped gardens affording rural views. With the benefit of | 
I uPVC double glazing and electric heating. 

•Guide Price £120,000 PLUS 


Byland Way 
Bloxwich 


I Traditionally styled semi detached property with double glazing ar 
I need of improvement and modernisation. Conveniently located close to I 
I Bloxwich centre, the property would suit a builder or investor and has | 


Cobden Street 
Walsall 


20th Jan 4pm and 25th Jan 11am, 


| This four bedroom semi detached property 
is in need of modernisation throughout. The 
property is situated in a popular residential 
a a short distance from local schools 
and Walsall Town Centre. With all amenities 
close at hand the property comprises: 
Ground Floor Lounge with sliding doors 
giving access to the rear garden (7.3m 
x 4.6m), Kitchen (3.3m x 2m). First Floor 
Bedroom One rear (4.6m x 3.3m), Bedroom 
Two (3.6m x 3.6m), Bedroom Three (3.3m 
x 1.8m), Bedroom Four (2.6m x 2.2m), 
Bathroom (2.2m x 1,6m) 


Ryle Street 
Bloxwich 


I This delightfully appointed and maintained gas centrally heated and I 
| double glazed semi detached property would make an ideal investor I 
| purchase. Conveniently located, the property has a side garage I 
| and easily maintainable fore and rear gardens. Internal viewing is I 
| recommended to appreciate the accommodation. Buyers are reque 
| to view the Mining Search. 

•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


I Traditionally styled semi detached property with double glazing, ideally 
I suited to the needs of an investor, conveniently located in a popular 
I residential area. Set back from the road behind a foregarden with off 
I street parking. 

•Guide Price £60,000 PLUS 


Lysway Street 
Walsall 


I This Freehold Building Plot is offered with Planning Permission (subject I 
| to conditions) via Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council Application I 
| Number: DC/16/59080 and is for the erection of two detached houses | 
| with associated parking. Amounting to approximately 0.2 ac 
| the land is situated in a popular residential area close to other m 
I developments. 

•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


I A substantial 3 storey traditional semi detached property situated close 
to Walsall town centre, with Gas fired central heating and double glazing 
the property is in need of further modernisation and improvement but 
I lends itself as a development opportunity. With double gates to side and 
ar parking area and access to semi derelict annex. 

•Guide Price £165,000 PLUS 


Margam Crescent 
Bloxwich 


I This three bedroom semi detached property is in need of modernisation. I 
I The property is situated in a popular residential area and is w 
I walking distance of both Bloxwich North train station and Mossley I 
| Primary school. 

•Guide Price £86,500 PLUS 


•Guide Price £85,000 PLUS 


•Guide Price £115,000 PLUS 


I Situated on the popular Mossley estate this three bedroom mid terraced 


I property requires very little modernisation. This property is ideally suited 


| towards both home owners and investors. 

•Guide Price £82,000 PLUS 


•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They 
are not necessarily figures 
which a property will sell for 
and may change at any time 
prior to the auction. Each 
property will be offered subject 
to a Reserve (a figure below 
which the Auctioneer cannot 
sell the property during the 
auction) which we expect will 
be set within the Guide Range 
or no more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


IN? INpp^fly 
Ombudsman 

SAICS 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 
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4-23 JANUARY THE SKODA 

BIG EVENT 



SKODA 



0% APR 

WITH A 

SOLUTIONS PERSONAL 
CONTRACT PLAN* 


FROM 


£1000 
TOWARDS 
YOUR FINANCE 
DEPOSIT 


PLUS 


£500 

OF FREE FUEL 
WITH EVERY 
NEW CAR~ 


skoda.co.uk/BigEvent 


AutOSdleS Ltd Unit lAttwood Road Zone l, Burntwood Business Park, Burntwood, West Midlands WS73GJ 01543 450000 @ WWW.autOSalesgroup.CO.uk 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the vehicle. 

Finance available with a Solutions Personal Contract Plan. Terms and conditions apply. 18s and over. Subject to availability. Finance subject to status. Offer available for vehicles ordered by 23 January 2017 from participating retailers. Offer not available in conjunction 
with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. "No 
cash alternative. Private retail customers only. Available in conjunction with existing finance offers. £500 free fuel must be claimed within 3 months of vehicle handover. Big Event Free fuel offer terms and conditions apply, see skodafreefuel.co.uk for full details. 
Offer available for new cars ordered between 4 and 23 January 2017 inclusive from participating retailers. Offers exclude SKODA Kodiag. Models shown: SKODA Yeti Outdoor SE L 1.2 TSI HOPS, SKODA Octavia Flatch vRS 2.0 TSI 220PS and SKODA Citigo 5dr Monte Carlo 
1,0 MPI 60PS 5spd Manual. Models shown may vary from UK specification. 

Official fuel consumption for the SKODA range in mpg (litres/100km): Urban 31.4 (9.0) to 72.4 (3.9); Extra Urban 45.6 (6.2) to 88.3 (3.2), Combined 39.2 (7.2) to 80.7 (3.5). C0 2 emissions for the SKODA range 
in mpg are 164 to 90 g/km. The advertised range is correct as of 10 October 2016 and is subject to change. Standard EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 


AUTOSALES 

THE UK'S LONGEST ESTABLISHED SKODA DEALER 


SKODA APPROVED USED CARS 

JANUARY 


SKODA 


DN16SSU Skoda Fabia 1.0 MPI (75ps) Colour Edition 

5 Door Hatchback Cancy White ^earl 4.6C0 miles. 

DU660F6 Skoda Fabia 1.0 MPI (7Sps) SE 

5 Door Hatchback Cancy White 4,600 miles. 

DN65X0Y Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Monte Carlo 90BHP 

5 Door Hatchbac< Black Magic Meta ic 5,215 miles. 

DP15UED Skoda Fabia 1.0 MPI (75ps) SE L 

5 Door Hatchbac< Race Blue Metallic 9,600 miles. 

DV13EES Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI (85 BHP) Monte Carlo 

5 Door Hatchback Red 31,000 miles. 




EVERYTHING 

REDUCED 


□ Two years' Free Full Roadside Assistance □ Balance of Manufacturer's Warranty 
□ Some cars are less than 6 months old with under 2,000 miles 
□ All cars undergo a multi-point inspection 



L-JAWUiU-l-fil'i.'iay 

DV66PG0 Skoda Rapid 1.4 TSI (125PS) SE DSG Automatic 

5 Door Hatchback Black Magic Pearlescent 3,000 miles .£14995 

DP16EZD Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.6 TDI (115PS) SE Sport 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Corrida Red 5,800 miles .£13995 

DT16UKF Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.6 TDI (115PS) SE Sport 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Race Blue Metallic 3,600 miles .£13995 

DU660EJ Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.6 TDI CR (90ps) SE Sport 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Grey Metallic 3,200 miles .£13995 

DY66PGV Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.6 TDI CR (90ps) SE Sport 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Corrida Red 4,500 miles .£13995 

DV16XPK Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.2 TSI (HOPS) SE Sport 

5 Door Hatchback Race Blue Metallic 4,500 miles .£12995 

DV66WVB Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.2 TSI (HOPS) SE Sport 

5 Door Hatchback Rallye Green Metallic 5,000 miles .£12995 

DT160VP Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.2 TSI (90ps) SE Tech 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Grey metallic 6,900 miles .£10995 

DP16ZHT Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.2 TSI (86ps) SE Tech 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Rallye Green Metallic 3,600 miles .£10995 

DP16ZHT Skoda Rapid Spaceback 1.2 TSI (86ps) SE Tech 
5 Door Diesel HatchoaCk Rallye Green Metallic 3,600 miles .£10995 


DW16JZK Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI SE L (150PS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate Race Blue Metallic 5,000 miles .£19995 

DX16YWK Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDI SE (HOPS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate Quartz Grey Metallic 5,300 miles .£15995 

DS16UGE Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDI SE (HOPS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate Cappuccino Beige Metallic 6,500 miles .£15995 

DL16NPA Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDI SE (HOPS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate Black Magic Metallic 4,000 miles .£15995 

DT16UKL Skoda Octavia 1.6 TDI S (HOPS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate Corrida Red 3,800 miles .£14995 



DELIVERY^ 
MILEAGE SKODA 


DS16UGG Skoda Yeti Outdoor 2.0 TDI SCR (HOPS) SE L 

5 Door Diesel Station Wagon Business Grey Metallic 1,850 miles .£16995 

BJ14KMZ Skoda Yeti Outdoor 1.6 TDI CR Elegance DPF GreenLine II 

5 Door Diesel Station Wagon Jungle Green Metallic35,300 miles .£12995 



DW16CDK Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI SCR (190PS) 4X4 L&K Automatic 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 3,890 miles. £27995 


WG63PMU Skoda Roomster 1.2 TSI (105bhp) SE DSG Automatic 

5 Door Hatcnbac< B' 1 liar: Silver Metallic 6,500 miles. 

DE63THV Skoda Roomster 1.2 TSI (105bhp) SE DSG Automatic 

5 Door Hatchback Mocca Brown Metallic 17,360 miles. 

DN64HVA Skoda Roomster 1.2 TSI (85bhp) SE 

5 Door Hatchbac< Silver Metallic 22,400 miles. 


DU660EE Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR (150ps) DPF SE 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 1,000 miles. 

DU660EK Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR (150ps) DPF SE 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Grey Metallic 1,000 miles^ 


DL16WUX Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (75PS) SE L GreenTech 

5 Doo' Hatchback Brilliant S' ver Meta I c 2,100 miles. 

DV66AJU Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) SE 

5 Doo - Hatchback Tornado Red ',000 miles. 

DN66TRV Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) Colour Edition 

3 Doo' Hatchoack Tornado Red On y 50 miles. 

DV16VHB Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) Colour Edition 

3 Doo' Hatchback Brilliant Wh te 100 n : es. 

DT16UKM Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) SE 

3 Doo' Hatchback Sprina Greer Metal : c Metallic 3,035 miles. 

DP16ZHN Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) Colour Edition 

3 Doo' Hatchback White 4,000 miles. 

DT16UKG Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) SE 

5 Door Hatchback Tornado Red 3,600 miles. 

DS16UGL Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) SE 

3 Door Hatchback Tungsten Silver Metallic Metallic 1,520 miles, 

DN64CXK Skoda Citigo 1.0 MPI (60PS) SE 

5 Door Hatchback Tornado Brilliant Silver MitSlfc 14,245 miles. 


DN66FGK Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI (90 BHP) Monte Carlo 

....£8995 5 Doo' Estate Rallye Green Metallic 2,000 miles. 

DL650WJ Skoda Fabia 1.4 TDI 90bhp Monte Carlo 

.. .£8995 5 Door Diesel Hatchoack Black Magic Pear escent 4,250 miles. 

DL16WUY Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Monte Carlo 90BHP 

.... £7995 5 Door Hatchback Race Blue Metallic 4,500 miles. 

DT160VC Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Monte Carlo 90BHP 

. £7995 5 Door Hatchback Race Blue Metallic 3,500 miles. 

DP16ZHR Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI (90 BHP) Monte Carlo 

.. £7995 5 Coer Estate Co"ica Red 5,500 miles. 

DX16YWA Skoda Fabia 1.4 TDI (105ps) SE L 

....£7995 5 Coer D'esel Hatcnbac^ Cappuccino Metallic 5,100 miles. 

DN16WTV Skoda Fabia 1.0 MPI Monte Carlo 75BHP 

. £7995 5 Coo - Hatchback Corrida Red 4,500 miles. 

DT15KTO Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI Monte Carlo 90BHP 

.. £7995 5 Coo- Hatchback Corrida Red 10,685 miles. 

DN15JXM Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI (110 BHP) SE L 
£5495 5 Door Estate Candy White Pearl 18,000 miles. 



DS16BWK Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI (90ps) Colour Edition 

5 Door Hatchback Rallye Green Metallic Two-Tone 6,000 miles .£10995 


OCTAVIA 


vRS 2.0 TDi 180PS DSG 
5 Door Hatchback 
ON LY 4300 mijes _ 

[ WHAT CAR? 

i: [ci 4 --vkhi»] : ■: i 

DV16EXJ Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR vRS (184bhp) DSG Automatic 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Race BtoMetSllic 4,900 miles .£20995 

DP16ZHZ Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR Laurin & Klement (150bhp) DSG 

Automatic 5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 3,500 miles .£20995 

DP16ZHZ Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR Laurin & Klement (150bhp) DSG 

Automatic 5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 3,500 miles .£19995 

DU660EC Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR Laurin & Klement (150bhp) DSG 

Automatic 5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 4,500 miles .£19995 

DV16EXK Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDi CR vRS (184bhp) 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Race Blue Metallic 4,985 miles .£18995 

DU660ED Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI SE L (150PS) 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Wfent Silver Metallic 4,600 miles .£17995 

DV66LKA Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI SE L (150PS) 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback, Brilliant Silver Metallic 4,50Q:iiles .£17995 

FX11LDD Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDi CRvRS 

5 Door Diesel Hatchback Candy White 37,300 miles .£11995 

DV66LKA Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI SE L (150PS) 

5 Door Diesel Estate race Blue Metallic 5,000 miles .£17995 



DN14ZXG Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI SE DSG Automatic 

5 Door Station Wagon Jungle Green Metallic 2,590 miles .£13995 

DF13HKM Skoda Yeti 1.2 TSI SE DSG Automatic 

5 Door Station Wagon Corrida Red 30,600 miles .£10995 

DN66HXZ Skoda Yeti Outdoor 1.4 TSI 150PS 4X4 Laurin & Klement 

5 Door Diesel Station Candy White 2,500 miles .£22995 

DP16NJE Skoda Yeti Outdoor 2.0 TDI SCR (150PS) 4X4 SE L DSG Auto 
5 Door Diesel Station Wagon Beige Metallic 3,000 miles .£19995 


DL16NPC Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI SCR (190ps) SE L Executive DSG Auto 

5 Door Diesel Estate Business Grey Metallic 4,250 miles .£23995 

DN16KHP Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI SCR (190ps) SE L Executive 

5 Door Diesel Estate Petrol Blue Metallic 3,450 miles .£22995 

DT16UKP Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI (150ps) SE L Executive 

5 Door Diesel Estate Jungle Green Metallic 4,300 miles .£21995 

DU64WAE Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance DSG Auto 
5 Door Diesel Estate Amethyst Purple Metallic 31,380 miles .£13995 


66 PLATE 

CITIGO 

COLOUR EDITION 

RED, DELIVERY MILEAGE ONLY 

ONLY £7995 



66 PLATE 

OCTAVIA 

SE BUSINESS 
1.6 CRD DIESEL 

SILVER, DELIVERY MILEAGE ONLY 

ONLY £17,995 



66 PLAIL^i ' B Nr8fi! N J 

SUPERB ou !> 

SE 2.0+ 16 CRD DIESEL 

RED OR WHITE, DELIVERY MILEAGE ONLY 

ONLY £17,995 



AUtOSc 5S NEAR CANNOCK 

Attwood Road, Burntwood, WS7 3GJ 

01543 450000 I 08433160483 

@ www.autosalesgroup.co.uk 


_ 0 ~v ABa 

66 PLHTE* I • " B ?fi G AlN 

SUPERB 

SE BUSINESS 
1.6 CRD DIESEL 

CAPPUCCINO, LEATHER, DELIVERY MILEAGE 

ONLY £19 f 995 


follow us on 

buiibber 

@autosalesgroup 

find us on 

facebook 



The Chronicle Thursday, January 19, 2017 
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“MOTORING 


Welsh roads are absolute 
blast in latest Focus RS 

Ford Focus was in its element on the Brecon Beacons 





Kia Picanto 


0 % 

APR 

PERSONAL 
CONTRACT PURCHASE 


NO 

CUSTOMER 

DEPOSIT 


NO 





ROAD 

TAX 


Order before 
January 31 st 
and register by 
March 31 st 2017 
to get these 
great offers. 



It's time for a closer look at the Picanto 


By Darren Cassey_ 

The setting sun is casting a beautiful golden glow 
across the Brecon Beacons as a light mist hovers in 
the air. I imagine this epic scene would make ramblers 
go weak at the knees, if it wasn’t for the fact I’m 
shattering the peace with a highly-strung four-pot and 
a ludicrously over-engineered family hatchback. 

The roads atop the moors dip and dive across the kind 
of terrain that would make an Ordnance Survey map look 
like a plate of spaghetti. There are sweeping, well-sighted 
curves and tight switchbacks in equal measure, and this 
Focus RS is in its element. 

The light was already beginning to fade when I set 
off on an epic journey from the southern tip of Wales to 
Denbigh in the north. Approximately 180 miles with not so 
much as a dual carriageway to catch my breath. 

I’m not complaining, though. This third- generation 
Focus RS might not be quite as bewinged as its 
predecessors, but it’s still a proper rally car wannabe. The 
2.3-litre EcoBoost engine makes 345bhp and one hell of 
a racket as gunshots ring from the exhaust on upshifts. 

The Focus RS has traditionally used front-wheel drive, 
with some technical wizardry employed to try, and mostly 
fail, to tame unwanted torque steer under acceleration. 

But the new version gets the all-wheel drive system Fast 
Ford fans have been crying out for. 

It’s a mighty clever thing, too. With a rear-biased 
torque delivery in Sport mode, the Focus handles like 
a ludicrously grippy rear-wheel-drive car when you’re 
pushing its limits. 

Limits 

With the low sun casting long shadows across the road 
and my only companions up here an endless supply of 
suicidal sheep, I decide to swallow a brave pill and see if I 
can discover where those limits lie. 

I quickly discover they’re well beyond what I could ever 
find on the road. 

Simply chuck the RS into a corner to shift the weight to 
the outer rear wheel, then plant your foot on the throttle 
and let the all-wheel drive system make you look like 
a hero. Then giggle incessantly before doing it all over 
again at the next bend. 

The slightly heavy steering at low speeds suddenly 
makes sense once you start channelling your inner 
hooligan. The days of communicative steering are 
unfortunately behind us, but you still get a sense of how 
much grip the front end has. 

I hadn’t really gelled with the RS until now. You sit too 
high, the interior feels cheap and the Sync infotainment 
system is a lesson in bad design. Ignore the fact that the 
ride is so harsh that even in Normal mode you’ll need 
your chiropractor on speed dial, and you quickly forget 
it’s not your everyday, common-or-garden Focus. 

Leaving the moorlands in my rear-view mirror, I find 
myself on a mountain pass seemingly miles from 
civilisation. Out here, with empty roads and full beams 
straining to illuminate the horizon, the Focus RS is an 
absolute blast. 

I can see why some won’t like it. The fact that at 
anything below 100 per cent effort it can feel ordinary 
can be a turn-off, but when you start to reach the upper 
reaches of its performance, it’s just mind-blowing. 

And with prices starting at just £31,250, is there a better 
performance car for the money? 

Answers on a postcard please. 


Bmw& 

M 

j n j Specialists 

II II Four Ashes 

www.bmautomotivesolutions.co.uk 


Est. 2011 

35 YEARS’BMW AND MINI EXPERIENCE 



Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


brindleykia.co.uk 

T. 0121 514 0508 
T. 01902 507537 


<SyA) 

The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (l/100km) for the Kia Picanto '1 Air' 65ps 1.0 5dr: Urban 48.7 (5.8), Extra Urban 74.3 (3.8), Combined 62.8 (4.5), CO 2 105g/km. 
MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Offer available on purchase of 
a new Picanto between 01.01.2017 - 31.03.2017. Picture for illustration purposes only. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. For full terms and exclusions visit www.kiaco.uk. 

W. Brindley (Garages) Limited trading as Brindley Kia Wolverhampton are a credit broker (not a lender) for the purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully 
selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 


y Service 

y Air-con Servicing 
y Diagnostics 

Repairs opening times: 

»/, nT ^ Mon -Thurs 8am - 5.30pm 

M.u. 1 . arranged pri sm - spm sat im - 1730 pm 


U 


AUTOMOTIVE SOLUTIONS LTD. 


S wu'inutes fro inn. J2. M54 

Aspley Close, Four Ashes, 

Wolverhampton 

WV10 7DE j 

7^01902 

£1798359 
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Accountancy 


Gordon & Co 



Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors 
Specialising in self-employed, landlord, limited company and Construction 
Industry Scheme (CIS) clients. Professional, friendly and competitively priced 
accountancy and taxation services offered to suit your business needs: 

• Self-Employed Accounts and Self- • CIS Accounts, Monthly Returns and 

Assessment Tax Returns Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

• VAT Advice and Compliance • Bookkeeping and Payroll 

• Limited Company Financial Statements • Corporation Tax Advice and Compliance 

Please call or e-mail to discuss your requirements and arrange a free consultation. 

101 Mellish Road, Walsall, West Midlands, WS4 2DE 
Telephone: 01922 613419 
E-mail: enquiries@gordon-and-co.com 
Website: www.gordon-and-co.com 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE ?... 
GARAGE CONVERSIONS 

ALSO LOFT LADDER 
SUPPLIED & INSTALLED 

• Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 

• Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpenlry.co.uk 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 



YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

bak§hohay@r@taias§isf.@&uic www.taxassist.co,uk/walsall 


Aeriels 


Carpentry 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS' 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 




Quality Painting 
and Decorating 

at competitive prices, 
discounts for OAP’s 



for a Free Quote call 
Tom Webster 

07940 292858 

T.W Services . 



MB J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J BaH 
local service call: I 

01922 509984 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk 1—89 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 


Double Glazing 


ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 


• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


OAP 

DISCOUNTS 

Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms quotations 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

^ -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 

fjFgl 1 Cameras supplied & fitted 


digital o sky 


A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 



GLAZING REPAIRS & LOCKSMITHS. 
SERVICE S REPAIR FOR ALL COORS S WINCOWS. 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO’S,WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 
CONSERVATORY & GUTTERING LEAKS REPAIRED. 

10 YR GUARANTEE 


OI01543 504900 24 HRS 
W 07748 108035 

IS WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU 


Est 30 
years 


Driveways 



Block Paved Driveways Landscaping 
Tarmac Driveways Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07443 122317 

info@hardscapedriveways.co.uk m 


Electricians 


R.G. Electrical Ltd 

Estl995 

ALDRIDGE 


DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 

Homes - Shops - Offices 


• Rewires and Upgrades • Emergency Breakdown 

• PAT Testing • Central Heating Wiring • Storage Heaters 

• Fire Alarms • Intruder Alarms • CCTV PT. 

• Building Society Surveys NICEIC Inspections I V 

All areas covered 0800 298 2904 

robertelectrical@blueyonder.co.uk 
37 Woodside Way, Walsall WS9 OHY 



Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES t: 

MEMBERS of GUILD OF MASTERCRAFTSMEN 
A FAMILY BUSINESS BUILT ON QUALITY AND INTEGRITY 


PANEL 


6’x6’ 


6’x5 


6’x4’ 


6’x3’ 


6’x2’ 


Featheredge 


£25 


£23 


£21 


£18.50 


£15 


Overlap 10 Bar 


£17.50 


£16 


£14.50 


£13 


£11.50 


Overlap 8 Bar 


£16.50 


£15 


£13.50 


£12 


£10.50 


Trellis 


£16 


£14 


£12 


£10 


£9 


FEATHEREDGE PANELS ALSO AVAILABLE IN TANALISED TIMBER ADD 20% 


★ OUR GUARANTED PRICING COMMITMENT ★ 
“IF YOU FIND ANY PANEL OF EQUIVALENT QUALITY AT A 

LOWER PRICE - WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE BY 5%” 

★ FREE QUOTATIONS FOR SUPPLY AND ERECT ★ 

CONCRETE POSTS, GRAVEL BOARDS, GATES, TIMBER POSTS ETC 

★ TRADE & QUANITITY ENQUIRIES WELCOME - DISCOUNT RATES ★ 

WE NOW STOCK TRADE FENCE AND SHED TREATMENT AND CREOCOTE 
FOR EXTENDED LIFE TO TIMBER PRODUCTS - VARIOUS COLOURS. 

TEL: 07886 369958,07828 693442 OR 01543 674688 
UNIT 7E ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 

(WE ARE LOCATED DIRECTLY OPPOSITE MORRISONS CAR PARK) 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfencing.co.uk 



Gardening 



Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Tri mmin g 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 






LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


Pauls Home Services LTD 

Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

07790 873567 
01922 417062 4 f e 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE —sisnW 


Paving 



HardScape 

DRIVEWAYS a ROOFING 

BLOCK PAVING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


Block Paved Driveways Landscaping 
Tarmac Driveways Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07443 122317 

info@hardscapedriveways.co.uk [BJ 


Plastering 


CJl. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 

m 


07538 718264 



Plumbing & Heating 


it^h nfir ^tiftiig ] irr iTTTiir«fhrig ] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS | 

Free Quotation ' 

07961 140885 
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Roofing 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestofwalsall 


Slate and Tile Repairs 




20 Year Guarantee 
Ridge Systems,, 
Rubber Roofing 25 Years Experience 

uPVC Soffits vJliiSi Re-Roofs 




★ Discounts for OAP’s 
i Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 




CJ.S. ROOFING 


Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 


All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 


cS: 07775 444401 <#' 


01922627932 a 




,A1 Little Job Man Q 


Qp (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

I • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

| • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 
All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


I 


01922 440004 






ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 



1-2-1 Maths & 
Sciences Tuition 

by qualified local teachers. 

Primary to A-Level. 
From £10. 


01902 311950/07742 064 269 



MOBILITY SCOOTER 
8MPH 

As new, only used a couple 
of times, top of the range, 
immaculate condition, can 
deliver, cost £2,595. 

Accept £895. 

07493 645993. 


WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



Leisure 
L Time 



IJACKSON-HATELEYI 
I CYCLES I 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 

Massive January Sale Now On! 
Get your fantastic bargain now. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 



* SATURDAY * 
BOOTSALE 

Hilton by the Wheel Pub WV15 5NR 
Between Wolverhampton and 
Bridgnorth 


*07890 267041* 



CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

LUXURY LODGE for sale! Sited on 
4* park near Aberystwyth. Includes 
full decking, £61,950. Payment 
options available T&C’s. Deposits 
from 10%. Call 07493 108554. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


STATIC CARAVANS for sale on 
beautiful seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, 2017 site fees inc. 
Finance available* T&C’s apply 
Call Paul on 07960 944721. 

UP TO 40% OFF SALE NOW ONI! 
Own your own holiday home on 
stunning seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, fantastic facilities. 
Call Paul on 07960 944721. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



caravan holidays 


DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 




\ 

\ 

massage 



FULL BODY MASSAGE 30 mins 
£21, 40 mins £26, 1 hour £36. 
Shower facilities. 01902 782960. 



markets 


BESCOT 

SUNDAY MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 




Home & 
Services 


Mils Taylor 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 


C B SHEDS 

Si FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call; 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT SHEDRITE 5% off all buildings in 
January. Ex display available. Wil- 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137 


SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 
01543 276006. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT 

Valves, amplifiers, radiograms, 
vintage hifi, test gear, spares 

01782 517278 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



c 


aerials 




AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


©£7©©3Q5©£7©£7 

©£76©34S0£7G© 

GXMEBZK 7023© 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


alarms/security 

V___ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


\ 

appliance repairs 

v_!_ 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


_| Q yearJj 
[extent! in batm| 
..kitchen installation, 

"I LING/PLASTERING/ 
FREE QUOTES 

07392 379741 or 01543 529648 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts ottered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


\ 

building supplies 

v_!_ 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 3/4066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & ^ 

joinery _ 


B&S Joinery 


Six internal pre-primed doors fully fitted 
from £350. External, Upvc, and fire doors. 
All aspects of carpentry undertaken. 

Family run 30 years experience 
07958 552625, 0121 5322672 


CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


\ 

carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


cleaning 


~SparkTe Clearf 

Cleaning, Painting & Handyman Services 

A standard of Excellence 
Office or Household cleaning 
Discounted rates for regular customers 

FREE Enquiries & quotes call 


07818 238893 


SURE CLEAN 
SOLUTIONS 


Domestic & 
Commercial Cleaners 

For all general cleaning of: 
Factories, Offices, Houses, Shops, 
Retail Parks, Front of shop cleaning. 
Also Garden Maintenance and 
Graffiti Removal. 

WE SUPPLY THE CLEANING 
PRODUCTS AND EQUIPMENT. 
Fully insured & staff crb checked. 


01922 334045 


damp proof 
control 


JUST DAMP 
PROOFING 

Surveyors damp reports, 
rising damp, penetration 
damp, condensation, wood 
worm and fungus treatments, 
re pointing, chimney 
re builds, flashing and 
cellar renovations. 

Call Mark 07903 029768 
maccabe95mm@gmail.coin 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 


fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 eath 

Fitting service available oi 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon A 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ™ 


fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.mteriorsbyrobertstokes.com 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gardening 

services 




Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 




gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


guttering 


'AD 


PROPERTY 
SOLUTIONS 

A*1 GUTTERING 
cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman 
y services 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


Quick, discreet and profession 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


ADMJ Decorating. City and Guilds. 
No Job Too Small. OAP Discounts 
07855 957935 - 01902 630028. 

C I PAINTING & DECORATING 
Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


plumbing & 
V_ heating 


A 


Installation, servicing 
and maintenance 
of all your domestic 
gas appliances 


07825 628288 

info@premierheatingandgas.com 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


■ Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

• Fencing supplied and erected 

• Turf supplied and laid 

• Stumps treated or removed 

■ Hedges and shrubs tidied 

• All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

■ Jetwashing of your driveways, 

walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 


FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call: 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 
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ClassifiedAds 41 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 

A2B REMOVALS Cheap and reli¬ 
able removal service. Insured. 
07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 

FURNITURE REMOVALS We beat 
any quote, full or part loads, all 
areas. Call Keith on 07867 862227. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


roofing 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing& Scaffolc 
Ruvbeir Roofing 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220-729 


skip hire 


j 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 
SKIPS C*> 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS! 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


ABANDON NOT! 


[ ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS . 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St, W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 0f902 689844 / 07817 842980. 



'X 
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Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


CAA.R.S ANIMAL SANCTUARY 


Registered Charity 
PET RESCUE & BOARDING KENNELS 

FOR DOGS AND CATS 
Open Mon to Sun 
Call 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ 


(S 


* 

ie ^7 

5 \ 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


Express & Star 


THIS SPACE 


COULD BE 


PR0M0T I NG 


BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



J9 


Acc omni od a t ion 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*Includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


(DasjBsasm 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

FIRST FLOOR 2 bed flat, Lichfield, 2 
mins from train stations and town 
centre, available immediately no 
DSS £495pcm. 07836 780188. 

STUDIO FLAT S’well hospital, fully 
turn p/p, 24hr hot water, shower, 
wifi, TV Lie, all inc. 07828 504083. 

TWO BED FLAT Great Wyrley, fur¬ 
nished kitchen, no DSS or no 
smokers, £475pcm. Available end 
February. 07836 780188. 

WILLENHALL & DARLASTON, 

large flats and bedsits to rent near 
town centres , DSS 35+ welcome, 
low deposits, 07791476943 


d parking, i 
>7514 2728( 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

I NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU ? ft 
I FREE SOLICITORS I ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION y” 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01922 311 030 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


* Terms and 
Conditions apply 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 

Classified! is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

Classif led A ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


JS PROPERTIES 

Properties & Land 
brought for cash 

• Repossessions Stopped 

• Free Solicitors 

• Completion date to suit 

• Deceased Estates 

• Rent back Option 

Any property Any area 

Call Mr J Moore 
07870120363 



2x NIGHT CARE ASSISTANT posi¬ 
tions. Both part time positions (24 
hours per week). NVQ Level 2+ 
essential. Night shift hours 
7:45pm-8:15am. National Living 
Wage is paid. Contact Gemma Hira 
for an application form on 
07812088109 or 

essingtonmanor@gmail.com 


Express & Star 

FIXED PRICE 

RECRUITMENT 

PACKAGE 





FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

JANUARY SPECIAL OFFER 

Book a January recruitment package and get a 
second package at half price within 6 months 


Contact Tracey Thompson on 01902 319645 
or email tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 




CARE ASSISTANTS full time, part 
time, weekends, evenings. Must be 
flexible. Excellent rates of pay. All 
areas. Call Pam 01902 490460. 


CASHIER REQUIRED 

Monday to Friday 9:00 -17:30 

Experienced in cash handling 
and daily reconcilliation. 
Must be organised and 
methodical, have basic 
computer knowledge. 

Full training will be given, 
references required. 

Wage negotiable dependent on 
experience 

Apply to jaime@elcuk.com 


Calling AU Experienced Saddlers 

WALSALL CENTRE 

Saddle Brands include Harry Dabbs & E. Jeffries. 
Numerous saddle styles made 

EXPERIENCED SADDLER X 2 
TRAINEE SADDLER 
PART TIME SADDLER - for repair work 
(may suit semi-retired /less experienced) 

FLOCKER / SADDLE PREPARER 
MACHINIST - need not have saddle experience 
Day work rates of pay negotiable depending on experience, skill / speed of 
work, but Vale Brothers are known to pay at the higher end of the scale. 

Excellent working conditions, 21 days holiday plus Bank Holidays. 

No fixed spring or summer shut downs so holidays can be taken outside 
regular school holidays if required. Flexibility in working hours. 
Apply confidentially to peter.wilkes@valebrothers.co.uk 
Your application will not be disclosed to any of the workforce. 

Or Tel. Peter Wilkes at Vale Brothers Ltd: 01922 642222 ext 112 
Or Write to: Yale Brothers Ltd, Unit 2,75 Midland Road, Walsall WS1 3QQ 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


CONIFERS NURSING HOME 

Great Wyrley 

DEPUTY MANAGER 


Must be an experienced 
Registered Nurse, full time (36 
hrs pw) Excellent support, train- 
ina and rate ot pay. 

OFFICE MANAGER 


37.5 hrs pw. 

Must be highly experienced and 
Qualified in 

Business Administration. 
Excellent IT skills including 
advanced EXCEL. 

Salary £19,000 pa 

Please submit a full CV to 
manager@ 

conifersnursinghome.co.uk 


Our long established, 
highly regarded firm require a 
lively, charismatic candidate to 
enhance our 
Sales Operation. 

MUST have experience 
in sales, 

MUST be prepared to 
work as part of a team 
and 

MUST have a sunny 
disposition. 

Please apply in writing with 
details of experience and full 
C.V. to Cheryl Lewis 
Edwards Moore 
Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall, WS1 IDA 
or email cheryl@ 
edwardsmoore.co.uk 


EXPERIENCED / 
QUALIFIED 
PLUMBER 

Required for Nationwide 
work, mainly in the 
Shopfitting / Catering 

Industry for first and second 
fix installation work. 

COMPETITIVE RATES OF PAY & 
OVERTIME AVAILABLE 

Call 01922 454687 or 
07841 860663. 

Email: bookings@assuredlimited.co.uk 



COME AND WORK 
FOR US! 

A small building firm has an 
interesting and exciting job 
opportunity combining office 
admin, job programming and 
organising, material ordering 
and sub contract planning. 

Needs enthusiasm and 
personality above all else. 

Please send a handwritten 
letter FAO Hollie. 
John Main Ltd. 

2 Stafford Road. 
Great Wyrley. Staffs 
WS6 6AY. 


L. 

8 

Mo 

toring 




MG MG3 

2014,17,000 Miles, 
White, abs, electric windows, 
air bag, electric mirrors, fsh, 
alarm, central locking, one 
owner, cruise controF, pas, 
Alloys, CD 
£4,950 ono 
07984 615774. 



CHEVROLET 
SPARK PLUS 


62 reg, MoT August 2017, 5 
door, fsh, light blue, 13,700 
miles, still under warranty, lady 
owner, cheap tax, low 
insurance group. 

£3,300 ono. 

Telephone 07984 207513. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA CLUB 
1.4 


Petrol engine, 2005, 69,000 
miles, silver, abs, electric 
mirrors, air con, fsh, long MoT, 
alloys, CD, 2 owners. 

£1,550. 

01922 640770. 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 






































Name: 

Postcode: 

Please send to: Classif i< 

Adt 

Tel 

idAds, Express & Star, 51-1 

Jress: 

No: 

53 Queen St, Wolverhampt 

on WV1 1ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 


*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


i ClassffiedAds 1 

•_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ J 


■SB 


MUST DC SEEN 


BMW 318i TOURER ESTATE 

2004, facelift model, fully 
loaded, lady owner, alloy 
wheels, 116k only, too many 
extras to list, MoT drives well, 
immaculate throughout. 

Absolute bargain 
£750. 

07387186211 



HONDA CIVIC 1.6VTECSE 


3 dr hatchback, blue, 2004. Two 
lady owners 143,000 miles with 
full Honda service history and 
11 months MOT.Very reliable 
and great condition for year. 

£975 

01902 850452 



HYUNDAI COUPE 


2000cc, regn 2004, no tax. 
lOmths MoT, new clutch kit 
fitted , brake pads, and 
wipers blades. Good tyres, 
good runner, good clean car. 
£1,7850 ono 
01543 469045. 


BARGAIN 


PEUGEOT 206 


Silver, 1.4 petrol, V Reg., eight 
months MoT, 80,000 miles, 
alloy wheels, good, clean 
condition, many new parts. 


£325 o.n.o. 
07502 027279. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 1.1 


3 Door. 53, Reg. 
Silver. Only 61k. 
With service history. 

Alloys. MoT. 
Stunning condition. 
Only £895. 
07984141652. 



ROVER 414 


1999, 10 months MoT, only 
done 56,000 miles, service 
history, cam belt changed, 
British Racing Green, tow bar, 
two keys. 

£395 

07716 376510. 


BARGAIN 


ROVER 414 Si 

2000, two owners only, 
excellent condition, 
MoT to end of May. 

£300. 

0121 556 5887. 


BARGAIN 


TOYOTA AVENSIS ESTATE 

2004. 

MoT May 2017. 

Good condition. 

£900 for quick sale. 

01922 325249 or 07970 
659226. 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 
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Personals 


BRITISH BORN INDIAN MAN 

Would like to meet slim, English 
lady, for dating companion, 
holidays, pubs, general 
activities. 

Between 30-40 years old. 

Box Number C20676, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 
WV11ES. 



WRITING BUDDY 
SOUGHT 

Mature male, friendly, would-be 
novel writer of secular 

E ersuasion, seeks ‘writing 
uddy’ to collaborate on the 
writing of wide-genre novels or 
short stories. Age, gender and 
experience unimportant - 
though intelligence and lively 
imagination vital (as is com¬ 
puter availability, word process- 
ing skills and e-mail 
availability). 

If interested, please e-mail: 

scribbler2017@hotmail.com 


CITROEN RELAY 


SWB, Enterprise, 2011, 11 
Reg, 1 owner from new, silver, 
reversing sensors, AC, light use 
only, MoT till May 2017, 
121,000 miles from new, 
service history. £4,450 ono. 

07737 430083. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 


M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 



mobile 


V mechanics 

MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


s^^li^ngJ 

YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£21.00 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL B 
01902 317878 




ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mMe radius. 01902 489 181. 


9 

Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications 
can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online 
www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made online, 
email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning 
and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. 
Representations should be made within 21 days of the date of this notice. 
Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of the planning 
file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at the 
Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

16/1900 lllirjan Sula FOR: PROPOSED DEMOLITION AND 
RECONSTRUCTION OF DWELLING HOUSE AT: 9, BEACON HILL, 
ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 0RH 

16/1715 Steps to Work FOR: ONE NON-ILLUMINATED REPLACEMENT 
FASCIA SIGN AND VINYL WINDOW ADVERTS. AT: STEPS TO WORK, 
CHALLENGE BUILDING, HATHERTON ROAD, WALSALL, WS1 1XS 
16/1845 Walsall Council - Property Services FOR: ERECTION OF 2.4M HIGH 
PALADIN FENCING ALONG ALBERT STREET AND HATHERTON STREET 
INCLUDING 3.5M HIGH DOUBLE GATES AT: J W BONSER WALSALL LTD, 
ALBERT STREET, WALSALL, WS2 8EX 

16/1801 Mr Lockwood FOR: INSTALLATION OF ADDITIONAL HANDRAILS 
(DDA COMPLIANT) TO EXISTING RAMPS AND STEPS AT THE LEICESTER 
STREET PUBLIC ENTRANCE AT: TOWN HALL, LEICESTER STREET, 
WALSALL, WS1 1SE _ 





























































































Graham Taylor on becoming Wolves boss with chairman onathan Hayward 


Graham Taylor is awarded the OBE in 2002 


Taylor following his appointment as England manager 



Taylor signs Paul McGrath and Kent Nielsen at Villa 


intelligent, visionary 
and breath of fresh air 


IT WAS a hot day in early May, 1990, 
and Villa fans were bouncing. Literally 
bouncing. 

The final game of the season had ended in a thrill¬ 
ing 3-3 draw at Everton and Villa had finished second 
in the old First Division behind Liverpool. 

The away end at Goodison Park was shaking. It 
was the first time as a teenage fan I had felt a stand 
move beneath my feet. I was 18 and giddy with heat, 
excitement and a few pints at a pub stop just off the 
M6. 

Thousands of Villa fans had made the journey to 
Merseyside and it was the worst kept secret in foot¬ 
ball that this was Graham Taylor’s goodbye to the 
claret and blue faithful. 

We all knew he would be taking over from Bobby 
Robson after the World Cup in Italy. 

This is the man who had built Watford and taken 
them all the way from the Fourth Division to the 
First in five years and capped it with an an FA Cup 
final at Wembley. 

Plunged 

Villa, meanwhile, had gone the other way. League 
champions in 1981, European champions in 1982, 
they had plunged into the Second Division within five 
years of that glorious night in Rotterdam. 

In the darkest of times of his chairmanship, Doug 
Ellis made his shrewdest ever move. He recruited 
Taylor. The new manager was then just 42 and 
wasted no time in describing the club as ‘a shambles’ 
as he walked through the doors of Villa Park. 

He was the breath of fresh air all Villa fans had 
craved. His first season saw Villa promoted back at 
the first attempt. He brought in David Platt and Alan 
Mclnally, while midfielder Andy Gray came in from 
Crystal Palace as his more famous namesake went 
out of the door to neighbours Albion. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


Russell Youll pays tribute 


Taylor later recounted how 
that farewell moved him to 
tears. It remains still my great¬ 
est memory as a football fan. 


Villa finished in second, going up on goal difference 
ahead of Middlesbrough. The following season, Villa 
escaped relegation by a single point. But what a sea¬ 
son followed. 

Taylor signed Paul McGrath from Manchester 
United and Villa cut a swathe through the First Divi¬ 
sion, with a classy edge provided by a reborn Gordon 
Cowans and a rampant Platt. In the end, Villa ended 
the season nine points behind champions Liverpool 
but it was a closer race than that. 

But when we boarded that bus to Goodison on May 
5,1990, we knew we were saying goodbye to Taylor as 
Villa boss, although we didn’t know then he would re¬ 
turn one day for a second spell. When the final whistle 
blew the players thanked the fans, Taylor applauded 
the supporters and left the pitch. 

But when the Goodison gates opened but not a sin¬ 
gle Villa fan left. As ‘Graham Taylor’s claret and blue 
army’ echoed around a stadium devoid of Everton 
fans, it was clear the Villans would not leave until 
Taylor returned one final time. 

It must have been some 20 minutes after the final 
whistle when he emerged. I will never forget his 
hands clasped together in triumph and thanks. Tay¬ 


lor recounted in an interview some years later how 
that farewell moved him to tears. It remains still my 
greatest memory as a football fan. For that Graham, 
I thank you. 

Taylor’s time at Wolves was fairly brief - he lasted 
little more than 18 months before he was hounded 
out by angry supporters and an impatient board. But 
it was certainly memorable. 

It was a huge coup for Wolves to land Taylor in 
March 1994. Having been vilified and castigated for 
his role as England boss, Taylor saw it as a chance to 
resurrect his career - as well as rejuvenate a sleeping 
giant, backed by Sir Jack Hayward’s millions. 

Wolves just fell short of the play-offs and then, 
armed with a warchest of £4.5m, Taylor brought in 
Tony Daley, Steve Froggatt, Neil Emblen, Don Good¬ 
man and John De Wolf. 

Four of those five players suffered serious inju¬ 
ries in 1994/95 but Taylor oversaw a truly thrilling 
campaign. Wolves scored 77 goals, the highest in the 
league and 10 more than champions Middlesbrough, 
but conceded 61 (rock-bottom Notts County let in 66). 

Injuries, and three 3-3 draws in six games, meant 
Wolves had to settle for the play-offs again - and Bol¬ 
ton’s John McGinlay crushed their dreams. 

The next season started badly and Taylor was 
forced to resign amid supporter protests. 

Despite his regrets at not being able to complete 
the job, he would always speak fondly of Wolves. And 
those fans (and Jonathan Hayward) who forced him 
out would concede he departed too soon, especially 
when watching Taylor take Watford to the top flight 
in 1999. 

Taylor’s legacy was laying the foundations for the 
club’s youth scheme and a training ground of their 
own. He demanded they move to Compton. He also 
later convinced his Watford protege Kenny Jackett 
to take the Wolves job. Another wise decision from a 
deeply intelligent football visionary. 



Taylor, flanked by new signings John de Wolf and Don Goodman at Molineux in 1994 


Graham Taylor arrives at Villa Park in 1987. He transformed the club he described as a ‘shambles’ on arrival 
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Farewell to a gentleman: 
Graham Taylor tributes 
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Attempt to 
down Dale 
proves uphill 

Walsall Wood 1 Tividale 3 

DALE belied their lowly league position 
by condemning Wood to their third con¬ 
secutive defeat. 

Wood did carve out chances but were 
denied by a combination of keeper Luke 
Kriskinans and the woodwork. 

The visitors had the better of the open¬ 
ing few minutes and took the lead on 26 
minutes as a left wing corner to the far 
post was forced home by Dan Smith. 

It was 2-0 on 34 minutes as a superb 
60-yard crossfield ball by Darragh Bustin 
found Jacob Wedderburn wide right and 
his first time cross was bulleted home by 
the head of Chris Bladen. 

Disaster struck Wood on 58 minutes 
as Luke Wright, under pressure, played 
the ball across his own box and the alert 
Bladen intercepted, gleefully making it 
3-0. 

Wood were given a lifeline on 75 min¬ 
utes. Drew Aiton cut inside from wide 
left, his far post cross was just missed by 
Joey Butlin and defenders sliding in and 
the ball nestled in the corner of the net. 

On 84 minutes Lewis Probert fired in 
a 25 yard free-kick that was dropped by 
goalkeeper Lewis Gwilliams, substitute 
Harvey Walker first to the ball only to 
hit the right hand post from six yards. 

Weather permitting, Wood were host¬ 
ing AFC Wulfrunians on Tuesday night, 
followed on Saturday by Boldmere St 
Michaels. 

• Last Thursday, Wolverhampton 
Sporting Community beat Wood 2-0 to 
progress to the next round of the Staffs 
Senior Cup and an away tie at Hednes- 
ford Town. 

Benevolent Wood fell behind after just 
22 seconds, losing the ball and letting 
Dan Westwood in, giving the visitors the 
lead back from December’s abandoned 
game. A late Chris Rabone goal wrapped 
the contest up. 

Five-star show to 
keep Bloxwich on 
top of the league 

Sikh Union 1 Bloxwich 5 

PROMOTION-CHASING Bloxwich re¬ 
main top of the league. But with ques¬ 
tions over the condition of a snowy pitch 
on Saturday morning, it was looking 
unlikely that the game at Sikh Union 
would even go ahead. 

Captain Eddie Marrocco managed to 
save the day with his brush and swept 
aside any doubts of the game not hap¬ 
pening on a bitter afternoon. 

Sikh Union applied pressure to begin 
with but were kept at bay by the Blox¬ 
wich defence. 

Once Bloxwich managed to get the ball 
up the other end of the pitch, they looked 
dangerous and scored through Jake Per¬ 
kins and Gary Williams. 

Sikh got back into the game, albeit 
briefly, through a penalty flick. But Blox¬ 
wich replied quickly with a great Man- 
deep Sandhar finish. 

Bloxwich knew the first goal in the 
second half was crucial and Gary Oates 
scored a well worked short corner to give 
them a comfortable lead. Jake Perkins 
lifted the ball over the keeper to com¬ 
plete the victory. 


Westwood homes in on more goals 


A FORMER schoolboy prospect who once 
scored goals for fun with Burnley’s Andre 
Gray is now proving to be one of the dead¬ 
liest finishers in the non-league game. 

With only half the season gone, Dan 
Westwood has already plundered 49 goals 
for title-chasing Wolverhampton Sporting 
in the West Midlands Premier, surpassing 
his total for the whole of last season. 

His form has alerted a number of Na¬ 
tional League clubs - and at least one 
Football League side - to his talents. 
Westwood played in the same Wolver- 
Dan Westwood hampton Schoolboys team as Gray and 



Sheffield Wednesday’s Sam Winnall, and 
was on the books of both Port Vale and 
Burton before a crisis of confidence halted 
his progress. 

“It was tough for me at first to get to 
grips with men’s football,” he said. “I was 
a scholar at Burton but never really set¬ 
tled. I’d always been used to scoring goals 
and prided myself on it. Once the confi¬ 
dence goes it is hard to get it back.” 

Westwood trained as a PE teacher 
after leaving Burton and played Sunday 
football before making his move into non¬ 
league, first with Wolverhampton Casuals 


and then Sporting Khalsa. He has redis¬ 
covered his golden touch at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Sporting. 

Just 14 months after joining, he is al¬ 
ready closing in on 100 goals. His exploits 
include netting five consecutive hat-tricks 
earlier this season, while he bagged his 
first-ever double hat-trick in an 11-0 
win over Gornal Athletic. He was disap¬ 
pointed, however, after missing a penalty. 

“I’m buzzing to have scored so many 
goals at this stage of the season and I just 
want to keep going,” he said. I’m happy at 
Sporting and enjoying my football.” 


BLADES CUT 
DOWN TO SIZE 


Walsall 4 Sheffield United 1 

EVERY once in a while football 
fans are treated to a perfor¬ 
mance where everything clicks 
for their side. 

And at the Banks’s Stadium on Sat¬ 
urday, it was Saddlers supporters en¬ 
joying one of those occasions, writes 
Joe Masi. 

This was a truly extraordinary performance 
against a Blades side seemingly destined to win 
promotion. 

Chris Wilder’s men arrived in the West Mid¬ 
lands on top of League One and with the best 
away record in the division. 

But they were beaten for the third time this 
season by Jon Whitney’s side. 

It started in a frenzy with a breathtaking 
opening 10 minutes that only set the tone for 
what was about to come. 

Full of confidence following six straight vic¬ 
tories, United flew out the blocks and came a 
whisker away from breaking the deadlock. 

Billy Sharp, League One’s top scorer, swivelled 
on a wonderful Kieron Freemen cross before rat¬ 
tling the bar from 12 yards. 

Crisp 

The forward thought he had opened the scor¬ 
ing, but instead it was Walsall celebrating. 

A blistering counter-attack saw them fly 
straight up the other end with Joe Edwards play¬ 
ing in Ama Bakayoko. And the 20-year-old then 
produced the most crisp of finishes to arrow the 
ball across goal and into the corner. 

In the 11th minute, though, United pulled 
level when Jack O’Connell nodded home a deep 
free-kick. 

After the interval, the Saddlers took control. 
Scintillating build-up play involving Florent Cu- 
velier and Erhun Oztumer allowed Walsall to 
work the ball to Jason McCarthy on the right. 

The wing-back then played a fantastic one-two 
with Bakayoko to burst into the box and steer 
the ball past Simon Moore. 

Shortly after, Edwards scored his first Walsall 
goal by cutting inside a defender and slotting the 
ball into the bottom corner. 

And Erhun Oztumer put the icing on the cake 
when he made it 4-1 from the spot. 



Isaiah Osbourne goes flying through the air during the Saddlers’ win over Sheffield United 


Squad can realise potential - Whitney 


BOSS Jon Whitney hopes Wal¬ 
sall’s emphatic victory over 
Sheffield United has given sup¬ 
porters an exciting glimpse of 
the future. 

And Whitney believes his side 
is now starting to realise its po¬ 
tential. 

“The Sheffield United per¬ 
formance was a performance I 
see every day in training,” the 


46-year-old said. “I think the 
players are starting to under¬ 
stand how to win games. And 
they are starting to believe that 
we can play teams like Sheffield 
United, stay with them and out 
perform them.” 

Whitney added: “I know there 
are expectations from the fans. 
Hopefully if they stay patient 
and remain positive we will be 


successful.” Saddlers gave a 
debut to central defender Eo- 
ghan O’Connell who had joined 
until the end of season from 
Celtic, while popular left-back 
Scott Laird has renewed his deal 
from Scunthorpe. 

But Whitney confirmed he 
was hopeful of adding to his 
squad ahead of the visit of Bris¬ 
tol Rovers on Saturday. 


Good display 
not reflected 
by scoreline 

PERFORMANCES were not reflected 
in the scorelines as both Bloxwich XVs 
were involved in friendly games last 
weekend. 

The first XV travelled to Stafford and 
took the higher league club by surprise 
with a high early tempo and good conti¬ 
nuity, rewarded when scrum half Martin 
Maclean crossed for the first score. Brad 
Russell doubled the try count and Ma¬ 
clean converted. 

Bloxwich maintained the lead until 
half-time, despite losing a player to a 
harsh red card for a technical infringe¬ 
ment in the tackle. Stafford made some 
personnel changes at half-time and with 
Bloxwich down to 14 players, the experi¬ 
ence of playing at a higher level and the 
extra man started to show. 

Stafford scored 35 points in the sec¬ 
ond half, but Bloxwich still made a state¬ 
ment with a great try from centre Chris 
Thomas. Bloxwich can take a lot of pos¬ 
itives from the first half performance, 
again showing how much improvement 
is being made this season. 

The Second XV hosted Burntwood 
3rds in an entertaining match of con¬ 
trasting styles. The visitors took victory 
by 43-12. 

Burntwood sent a young and settled 
side to King George’s, to face a more ex¬ 
perienced Bloxwich team who were wel¬ 
coming back a number of players from 
injury. 

Burntwood established a lead with a 
couple of break-away scores. Bloxwich 
settled and gained the upper hand but 
were unable to conjure a score. 

The second half was a lot tighter. The 
highlights for Bloxwich were two scores 
from stand-in number 8 Danny Palmer. 

Both sides are in local derby League 
action this weekend against Wednes- 
bury, with a top of the table clash in the 
Second XV Merit Table. 

Club looks to build 
on good 2017 start 

WALSALL’S first team rugby squad will 
be looking to build on their superb start 
to the new year when they travel to Kid¬ 
derminster this Saturday. 

The Delves Road team are two points 
off the top of Midlands Two North with 
ten games left and with an unblemished 
home record. 

Walsall United were involved in an 
excellent game of rugby at Newport last 
Saturday, but squandered two simple 
scoring opportunities and lost 22-17 to 
the Reserve League leaders. 

Walsall under-16s went down by a sin¬ 
gle point, 25-24, to Lichfield, while the 
under-14s beat Veseyans 27-12. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 

® 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
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HAS YOUR DOUBLE 
GLAZING FAILED? 



Our Services: 

• Foggy Window Repair 

• Glass Window Replacement 

• Double Glazing Window Repairs 

• Ornamental Glass Replacement 



1 DEPOSIT 


5 years guarantee 
on all sealed units* 


21st CENTURY « 

GLAZIERS & SANDWELL GLAZING LTD 


Call now for an instant quote! Lines open till 10pm 0121 556 9888 


"subject to survey of existing installation 


www.sandwellglazing.co.uk 
























